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For the first time since ’96, West Point has streak of its own 

Back page „ /gjL . * - " • 


West Point cadets celebrate a touchdown 
during the annual Army-Navy football game 
at Lincoln Financial Field on Saturday in 
Philadelphia. Army won 14-13. 

Tim Tai, Philadelphia Daily News/TNS 


US faced down threat of conflict with N. Korea in ’94 


The Pentagon estimated at the time that some 
52,000 American servicemembers would be killed 
or wounded in the first three months. South Korean 
military casualties would total 490,000 in that time. 


By Matthew Pennington 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In a nuclear standoff 
with North Korea more than two decades 
ago — long before the reclusive govern¬ 
ment had atomic weapons that could 
threaten America — U.S. officials planned 
for war. 

Declassified documents published Fri¬ 
day show the U.S. believed its military and 
South Korea’s forces would “undoubtedly 
win” a conflict on the divided Korean Pen¬ 
insula, with the understanding it would 
cost many casualties. 


The Pentagon estimated at the time that 
if war broke out with Korea, some 52,000 
American servicemembers would be killed 
or wounded in the first three months. South 
Korean military casualties would total 
490,000 in that time. And the number of 


North Korean and civilian lives claimed 
would be enormous, according to “The Two 
Koreas” by Don Oberdorfer, a definitive 
modern history of the Korean Peninsula. 

Today, with North Korea almost able to 
directly threaten the U.S. mainland with 


nuclear strikes, the possibility of conflict 
looms as it had in 1994. President Donald 
Trump has vowed to stop the North Kore¬ 
ans from reaching such capability. 

Twenty-three years ago, the stakes were 
different. 

At that time, President Bill Clinton’s 
administration considered a cruise mis¬ 
sile strike on a North Korean nuclear 
complex after it began defueling a reac¬ 
tor that could provide fissile material for 
bombs for the first time. Former President 
Jimmy Carter headed off a conflict, meet¬ 
ing with founding North Korean leader 
SEE CONFLICT ON PAGE 3 
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USS Fitzgerald finally departs for repairs in US 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— The collision-damaged USS Fitzgerald 
has finally left Japan for repairs stateside 
after an earlier attempt was canceled due 
to a botched loading process. 

The guided-missile destroyer departed 
its Yokosuka homeport Saturday morning 
aboard the heavy lift vessel MV Trans¬ 
shelf, the Navy said. The Fitzgerald is 
being taken to Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pas¬ 
cagoula, Miss., for fixes and upgrades. 

A deadly collision on June 17 between 
the Fitzgerald and a Philippine-flagged 
merchant ship killed seven sailors and 
injured three others. The Navy relieved 



Benjamin DoBBs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The USS Fitzgerald, shown on Dec. 1, is 
again en route to Mississippi aboard the 
heavy lift transport vessel MV Transshelf. 

the ship’s two senior officers and a senior 
enlisted sailor. Several other officers and 
enlisted watch standers were also held ac¬ 


countable for the accident. 

The crippled warship attempted to leave 
Yokosuka on Nov. 23 but was sent back 
days later to repair two new punctures in 
the ship’s hull caused by the Transshelf’s 
steel support structure during loading. 

Huntington Ingalls Industries was cho¬ 
sen to repair the destroyer because the 
company would be able to restore the ship 
in the shortest amount of time, Naval Sea 
Systems Command said in a statement is¬ 
sued in August. 

“Given the complexity of the work and 
the significant unknowns of the restora¬ 
tion, the Navy determined that only an 
Arleigh Burke-class shipbuilder could per¬ 
form the effort,” the statement said. 


The project’s start date, scope, cost 
and timeline are still to be determined, it 
added. 

The Fitzgerald incident was the first of 
two deadly accidents involving U.S. war¬ 
ships in the Pacific this year. Ten more 
sailors were killed in August when the USS 
John. S. McCain — also homeported at Yo¬ 
kosuka — collided with an oil tanker east 
of Singapore. 

The McCain, which is scheduled to be 
repaired at Yokosuka, has been delayed 
reaching its homeport after the discovery 
of additional cracks in the ship’s hull di¬ 
verted it to the Philippines. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 


US soldier killed in traffic 
accident in South Korea 


By Yoo Kyong Chang 
and Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A U.S. 
soldier was killed when a truck 
slammed into a military ambu¬ 
lance and a car that had pulled 
over to the side of a highway after 
an earlier collision south of Seoul, 
officials said Friday. 

The Eighth Army confirmed 
that a 35th Air Defense Artillery 
Brigade soldier died of injuries 
suffered in a vehicle accident. The 
soldier was not further identified 
pending family notification. 

“Medical aid was provided on 
the scene until the soldier was 
transported via ambulance to 
the Good Morning Hospital,” 
the Eighth Army said in a state¬ 
ment. “The incident is under 
investigation.” 


It did not give more details, but 
local police and rescue officials 
said the collision occurred on the 
highway northwest of Pyeongtaek, 
where Camp Humphreys is locat¬ 
ed, about 11:30 p.m. Thursday. 

The deadly chain of events 
began when a car rear-ended the 
U.S. military vehicle on an inter¬ 
change, prompting the soldier to 
get out to examine the damage. An 
8-ton cargo truck then slammed 
into them, according to the re¬ 
gional fire service. 

Photos from the scene showed 
what appeared to be a camouflage 
Humvee ambulance on its side 
next to smashed vehicles. 

Another man was injured, offi¬ 
cials said. 

kyong.chang@stripes.com 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Courtesy of Gyeonggi-do Fire Services 

Responders work at the scene of a fatal vehicle accident in South Korea on Thursday. 
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Air Force readies 
for holiday drop 
to Pacific islands 



By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Santa’s sleigh looks like an Air 
Force cargo plane to many people 
living on isolated Pacific islands. 

The crews of Japan- and Guam- 
based C-130J Super Hercules air¬ 
craft are preparing for this year’s 
Operation Christmas Drop — a 
long-running annual mission to 
provide much-needed supplies to 
the islanders. 

This year’s airlift mission, 
which kicks off Monday, includes 
the Yokota-based 374th Airlift 
Wing and Andersen Air Force 
Base’s 36th Air Wing. The Royal 
Australian Air Force and Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force also are 
taking part. 

The packages contain items 
such as fishing nets, construc¬ 
tion materials, powdered milk, 
canned goods, rice, coolers, cloth¬ 
ing, shoes, school supplies and, of 
course, toys. 

The Australian air force de¬ 
ployed a C-130J and its crew to 
Andersen on Thursday. 


“Operation Christmas Drop 
provides support to more than 
20,000 people in remote com¬ 
munities spread over six million 
square kilometers across the 
West Pacific including the North¬ 
ern Mariana Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia and Repub¬ 
lic of Palau,” Air Commodore 
Richard Lennon, commander of 
Australia’s Air Mobility Group, 
said in a statement. 

Lennon praised the training 
value of the operation, in which 
crews must plan and execute a 
challenging mission in an un¬ 
familiar drop zone, delivering 
parcels weighing more than 400 
pounds. 

“Many of these communities 
have little physical contact with 
the outside world, and airdrop is 
an excellent means of delivering 
supplies when there’s no other 
quick alternative, either due to 
the distances involved or lack of 
available infrastructure,” Len¬ 
non said. 

Christmas Drop began in 1952 


when crewmembers of a WB-29 
reconnaissance aircraft noticed 
islanders of the atoll of Kapin- 
gamarangi waving at them as 


they passed overhead. The crew 
decided to box up items from the 
cabin, attached a parachute and 
circled around to drop it to them. 


Australia and Japan have as¬ 
sisted in the operation since 2015. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 


Conflict: Expert says all-out war could see casualties like those of WWI 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Kim II Sung and helping seal an aid-for- 
disarmament agreement. The pact en¬ 
dured for nearly a decade, despite frequent 
disputes and periodic flare-ups on the 
peninsula. 

“We had taken a very strong position that 
we would not permit North Korea to make 
a nuclear bomb,” William Perry, who was 
defense secretary during the crisis, said 
last week. “We have said that many times 
since then, but then we really meant it.” 

A declassified transcript published by 
the National Security Archive at George 
Washington University records Perry’s 
discussion on the standoff with South Ko¬ 
rea’s president in 1998. Perry was by then 
Clinton’s special envoy for North Korea. 

Perry told President Kim Dae-jung that 


the U.S. had planned for a military confron¬ 
tation and that “with the combined forces 
of the ROK and U.S., we can undoubtedly 
win the war.” 

ROK refers to the abbreviation of the 
South’s official name, the Republic of 
Korea. 

Speaking to South Korea’s Kim, who 
pursued a “sunshine” policy of diplomatic 
outreach to North Korea, Perry said the 
“war involves many casualties in the pro¬ 
cess. As a former defense secretary, I am 
well aware of the negative aspects of war 
and will do my best to avoid war.” 

North Korea has since made leaps and 
bounds in its nuclear and missile develop¬ 
ment, particularly under its current young 
leader, Kim Jong Un. Most recently, it 
tested an intercontinental ballistic mis¬ 


sile with a likely range of more than 8,000 
miles, moving it closer to perfecting a nu¬ 
clear-tipped projectile that can strike all 
corners of the U.S. mainland. 

Trump has not ruled out using force to 
stop the North from achieving that capa¬ 
bility if diplomacy fails. Backing up the 
threat, the U.S. has stepped up its military 
drills with allies, which Pyongyang con¬ 
demns as preparations for invasion. 

Last week, the U.S. and South Korea 
held air force drills involving more than 
200 aircraft, including six U.S. F-22 and 18 
F-35 stealth fighters. 

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry warned 
last week, “The remaining question now is: 
When will the war break out.” 

Speaking at an Arms Control Associa¬ 
tion briefing in Washington, Perry urged 


a renewed effort at diplomacy, which he 
said wouldn’t get North Korea to give up 
its nukes in short order but could lower the 
likelihood of war. 

He said a nuclear-armed North Korea 
wouldn’t attack America but may be em¬ 
boldened in military provocations against 
South Korea that could spiral into a wider 
conflict. 

The U.S. could itself blunder into a nucle¬ 
ar war if it undertook a conventional mili¬ 
tary strike on North Korea that prompted 
the North to attack the South, he said. 

“An all-out war with North Korea, nu¬ 
clear war, even if China and Russia did not 
enter, could still entail casualties approxi¬ 
mating those of World War I or even World 
War II,” Perry said. 


US wants world to isolate N. Korea, so what does that mean? 


By Matthew Pennington 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—When Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s U.N. ambas¬ 
sador recently urged the world to 
sever diplomatic ties with North 
Korea, she was sketchy on the de¬ 
tails: Should all embassies close? 
How about those providing the 
U.S. intelligence from the largely 
inscrutable country? And what of 
Sweden, which helps with impris¬ 
oned Americans? 

Nikki Haley’s recent call to ac¬ 
tion underscores the challenge 
for the United States as it tries to 


advance a nonmilitary strategy 
for resolving the nuclear standoff 
with North Korea. 

Isolating the reclusive, totali¬ 
tarian state has been a central 
component of the U.S. plan, even 
though Washington says it re¬ 
mains open to talks. 

The Trump administration 
believes the diplomatic isolation, 
like international economic pen¬ 
alties, serves two purposes. 

It’s designed to punish North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un for 
developing an atomic arsenal of 
bombs and intercontinental mis¬ 
siles that potentially could deliver 


nuclear warheads anywhere in 
the United States. U.S. officials 
also contend that freezing out 
North Korea could drive Kim’s 
government to seek negotiations. 

“We do know they care a lot 
about their international reputa¬ 
tion,” said Mark Tokola, a for¬ 
mer No. 2 at the U.S. Embassy in 
South Korea. 

Trump’s team has chalked up 
some successes in narrowing the 
North’s diplomatic reach. Mexi¬ 
co, Peru, Italy, Spain and Kuwait 
have expelled North Korean am¬ 
bassadors from their countries. 
Haley said Portugal and the Unit¬ 


ed Arab Emirates have suspended 
diplomatic relations. Others have 
cut trade and security ties. 

But North Korea isn’t and won’t 
be completely isolated. 

Last month, China, whose 
once-close relationship with 
North Korea has been strained 
by its adoption of tough U.N. 
sanctions, sent its highest-level 
envoy to Pyongyang in two years. 
North Korea also recently wel¬ 
comed a Russian parliamentary 
delegation, in a sign of increasing 
contacts between the former Cold 
War partners. And the North just 
hosted the most senior U.N. offi¬ 


cial to visit in years: Jeffrey Felt- 
man, the undersecretary-general 
for political affairs. 

Feltman carried no message 
from Washington, State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Heather Nauert 
said. Yet Feltman’s visit, which 
included an audience with Kim’s 
foreign minister, added to ques¬ 
tions about how effectively the 
U.S. can isolate North Korea. 

Feltman left Pyongyang on Sat¬ 
urday after four days of talks with 
the North Korean Foreign Minis¬ 
try. “I have to brief the secretary- 
general first,” he said when asked 
for details of his trip. 
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Possible US aircraft part 
falls out of Okinawa sky 

Protesters rally after object lands on Ginowan day care facility 


By Matthew M. Burke, 
Hana Kusumoto 
and Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Okinawan protesters took to 
the streets Thursday night after 
a part that may have come from 
a U.S. military aircraft fell from 
the sky and landed on the roof of 
a day care facility in Ginowan, 
Japan. 

About 100 protesters from var¬ 
ious civic groups staged a rally in 
front of the Marine Corps’ Camp 
Foster, which serves as head¬ 
quarters for the U.S. military on 
Okinawa. “Don’t fly U.S. mili¬ 
tary helicopters!” they chanted, 
according to Japanese public 
broadcaster NHK. 

The demonstrators were re¬ 
sponding to reports that a plastic 
cylindrical aircraft part measur¬ 
ing 9.5 centimeters long, 7.5 centi¬ 
meters in diameter and weighing 
less than half a pound landed on 
the day care’s roof shortly be¬ 
fore the incident was reported 
to police at approximately 10:20 
a.m. Thursday, a Ginowan police 
spokesman said. 

The day care — which is about 


1,000 feet from Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma’s fence line 
— was in session at the time, 
but there were no injuries and 
no damage to the building, the 
spokesman said. 

It is believed that the part came 
from an American military air¬ 
craft because it says “U.S.” on it 
along with other English phrases 
like “remove” and “use to reset,” 
according to police and media 
reports. 

“We take this report very seri¬ 
ously and are still actively inves¬ 
tigating this incident, working 
closely with local authorities,” 
Marine 1st Lt. Karoline Foote, a 
spokeswoman from the 1st Ma¬ 
rine Aircraft Wing, said Friday 
in an email to Stars and Stripes. 
“We care deeply about the safety 
of our friends and neighbors in 
the communities around which 
we live and operate.” 

Officials from the Okinawa 
Defense Bureau, the local arm 
of Japan’s Ministry of Defense, 
declined to comment Friday be¬ 
cause they were still awaiting 
confirmation from their U.S. 
counterparts, a spokesman said. 

Okinawa Gov. Takeshi Onaga 
has called for a thorough investi¬ 
gation and for Japanese govern¬ 


ment officials to strongly urge 
the U.S. military to stop flying 
the CH-53E Super Stallion he¬ 
licopter, which he believes was 
involved in the incident. 

“Even though there has not 
been reports of injuries, one 
wrong move could have led to a 
serious accident that could have 
affected people’s lives,” he wrote 
Friday in a letter addressed to 
Foreign Ministry and Okinawa 
Defense Bureau officials. 

The prefecture “strongly 
urges the U.S. military to halt 
the flight of aircraft such as CH- 
53Es until the facts involved are 
made clear,” he added. 

Meanwhile, on Dec. 3, person¬ 
nel at Yokota Air Base in west¬ 
ern Tokyo discovered that a part 
was missing from an aerial flare 
that had been affixed to a C-130J 
Super Hercules cargo plane, 
374th Airlift Wing officials said 
in a statement Friday. 

The aircraft had departed Yo¬ 
kota on the morning of Dec. 1 
and made stops at Misawa Air 
Base, Japan, and Osan Air Base, 
South Korea, before returning to 
Yokota the next evening. 

“It is unknown when or where 
the piece went missing, and the 
C-130J’s flight path was mostly 



Courtesy of NHK 


This image from a report by Japanese broadcaster NHK shows an 
object that allegedly fell onto the roof of a day care facility on Okinawa. 

* Even though there has not been reports of 
injuries, one wrong move could have led to 
a serious accident, f 

Takeshi Onaga 

Okinawa governor 


over the ocean,” officials said. 

Airfield sweeps at Yokota, Mi¬ 
sawa and Osan did not find the 
missing part, which is about 12 
to 13 inches long and weighs just 
under a third of a pound, officials 
said. 

The part contains hazardous 
material and shouldn’t be picked 
up or touched, although it poses 
no risk if it isn’t disturbed. 

“Aerial flares are inspected 
before they are affixed to air¬ 
craft and then again prior to and 


following every flight,” the state¬ 
ment said. “Any abnormalities 
are addressed immediately.” 

Tokyo Shimbun — a Japanese 
newspaper—reported that Tokyo 
and six other Japanese cities and 
towns have complained about the 
incident. Local governments also 
complained about missing parts 
from Yokota aircraft in June and 
July, the report said. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 

robson.seth@stripes.com 


California guardsmen train with French forces 



Amaury DuTHOY/Courtesy of the French Rapid Reaction Corps 


California National Guardsmen with the 40th Infantry Division stand 
beside French Rapid Reaction Corps soldiers during the opening 
ceremony of the Citadel Bonus mission in Bydgoszcz, Poland. 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

California National Guards¬ 
man with the 40th Infantry Di¬ 
vision, nicknamed the “Sunshine 
Division,” are assisting France’s 
Rapid Reaction Corps to train 
in crises response techniques in 
Bydgoszcz, Poland. 

About 30 guardsmen, acting 
as a subordinate unit of a NATO 
Joint Task Force, are working 
with the French unit during the 
two-week Citadel Bonus mission, 
which began Dec. 4. 

During this time, the U.S. sol¬ 
diers have been helping with 
planning and guidance as the 
French soldiers train to secure 
and stabilize a place called 
“Arnland.” 

“NATO is in the fictitious 
country of Arnland, utilizing a 
Joint Task Force construct, in 
order to expel opposition forces 
from part of the country, restore 
order and then conduct stability 
operations,” said Col. Michael 
Leeney, chief of staff of the 40th 
Infantry Division. 

The troubled country faces 
several threats, including an 
enemy occupation and chemical 
attacks. 

“My position is chemical, bio¬ 
logical, radiological and nuclear. I 


work hand in hand with (French) 
CBRN representatives,” Master 
Sgt. Fernando Ravega said. “We 
are working together to decide 


courses of action we would take 
to either neutralize chemicals or 
cordon off the area to ensure the 
security of allied forces from a 


chemical attack.” 

Their mission in Arnland, 
which is constantly changing, 
aims to simulate the real-world 
unpredictability of an unstable 
nation. The soldiers are working 
around the clock, gathering in¬ 
formation for their French coun¬ 
terparts as the mission evolves, 
Ravega said. 

This is one of several Euro¬ 
pean exercises in which the 
National Guardsman are partici¬ 
pating before their deployment 
to Afghanistan in April as part 
of NATO’s Resolute Support mis¬ 
sion. The Californians will focus 
on training, assisting and advis¬ 
ing their Afghan counterparts. 

Being attached to a French-led 
unit in the Citadel Bonus mission 
is preparing the soldiers to work 
more closely with NATO allies 
and gives them a taste of what to 
expect on their coming deploy¬ 
ment, Ravega said. 

Once Citadel Bonus is over, the 
soldiers will continue working 
with the French during the fol¬ 
low-on Citadel Gilbert mission in 
eastern France, where they will 
serve as the division headquar¬ 
ters for the exercise. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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EUROPE 


DODEA students tackle famine during STEM camp 



Dan STOUTAMiRE/Stars and Stripes 


Students assemble a machine out of limited materials at DODEA-Europe’s STEMposium, a weeklong 
science and math camp, on Thursday. 


By Dan Stoutamire 

Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — At 
this year’s weeklong STEMpo¬ 
sium science, math and engineer¬ 
ing camp, students at U.S. military 
schools in Europe learned the im¬ 
portance of the “F-word.” 

Famine, that is. 

Every year, students at the 
camp focus on learning how to 
use STEM disciplines — science, 
technology, engineering and math 
— to solve major global issues. 
Last year it was plastic pollution 
in the oceans, and this year it’s se¬ 
vere hunger. 

“Ultimately, what we’re trying to 
do is teach them there’s a process 
to solve complex problems,” Wies¬ 
baden science teacher and camp 
adviser Frank Pendzich said. “We 
call it the engineering and design 
process, but it applies to almost 
everything they’ll have to deal 
with in their lives, and if they can 
apply a process to systematically 
solve any problem, they’re more 
apt to find a solution.” 

Representatives from the U.S. 
Agency for International Develop¬ 
ment spoke to the students early in 
the week and told them “famine” 
is something of a dirty word in aid 
circles, and they prefer to call it 
the F-word, or a “stress on avail¬ 
able food,” Pendzich said. 

More than 100 students from 


Department of Defense Educa¬ 
tion Activity-Europe schools at¬ 
tended the camp, where they were 
divided into 18 teams. Throughout 
the week, teams competed against 
one another in various events to 


showcase what they had built. 

At an open house Thursday, 
parents got a chance to see what 
their children — who stayed over¬ 
night at the camp — had been up 
to all week. 


“It looks like it’s been amaz¬ 
ing, from looking at the pictures 
on Facebook. They were totally 
engaged, smiling and I barely 
got any texts so I figured she was 
busy,” said Michelle Vining, whose 


daughter, Laura, is a freshman 
at Kaiserslautern High School. 
“I hope she sees all the different 
opportunities that are out there in 
science and engineering.” 

Students learned about some 
of the causes of famine, including 
war, climate change and economic 
catastrophe. They also got to eat 
bugs, which in times of famine can 
be a source of valuable protein. 

Aidan Mulrooney, also a fresh¬ 
man from Kaiserslautern, wasn’t 
fazed. “It was pretty tasteless,” he 
said. 

Mulrooney and his fellow stu¬ 
dents headed home Friday. It 
was their only chance to attend a 
STEMposium — demand is high, 
and faculty say they like to make 
sure as many students as possible 
can attend at some point in their 
high school careers. 

However, Pendzich said a lot of 
them are deeply affected by then- 
week in Wiesbaden. 

“Many of the students, they tell 
us straight up that this has changed 
their fives, perhaps given them a 
different direction to pursue,” he 
said. “We hope it will encourage 
them to take some of the more dif¬ 
ficult classes in school and realize 
that if they focus on those, they 
can become someone who goes 
out and saves the world.” 


stoutamire.dan@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @DKS_Stripes 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 

Uncertainty looms 
as Iraq looks at 
post-ISIS future 



Karim Kadim/AP 


People celebrate Sunday as they wave national flags in Tahrir Square, Baghdad, after Iraqi Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi formally announced victory over ISIS forces in an address Saturday evening. 


US-led coalition lauds 
Iraq for defeating ISIS 


Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — The top U.S.- 
led coalition commander is 
congratulating Iraq for defeat¬ 
ing Islamic State. 

In a statement released by 
the coalition Sunday, U.S. Lt. 
Gen. Paul Funk II pledged 
that coalition forces would 
continue to support Iraq. 

Funk said “much work re¬ 
mains, and we will continue to 
work by, with and through our 
Iraqi partners to ensure the 
enduring defeat of Daesh and 


prevent its ability to threaten 
civilization, regionally and 
globally.” Daesh is an Arabic 
acronym for ISIS. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haid¬ 
er al-Abadi declared victory in 
the more than three-year fight 
against ISIS in a national ad¬ 
dress aired on Iraqi state tele¬ 
vision Saturday evening. 

Iraqi forces retook the last 
ISIS strongholds in Iraq’s 
western deserts earlier Satur¬ 
day and secured the country’s 
border with Syria. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — A day 
after Iraq declared victory over 
Islamic State, a sense of gloom 
about the country’s future hung 
over a security summit in Bah¬ 
rain as officials worried that age- 
old sectarian rifts could make the 
progress short-lived. 

Toby Dodge, a British expert 
on Iraq, was hopeful Sunday 
when he walked into a closed- 
door panel talk at the swanky 
Ritz Carlton hotel that included 
an Iraqi parliamentarian and a 
Kurdish regional government of¬ 
ficial. But Dodge walked out of 
the meeting “pessimistic.” 

“It springs from a sense of fa¬ 
miliarity,” said Dodge, a onetime 
adviser to Gen. David Petraeus in 
Iraq. 

After the U.S. surge in Iraq in 
2007-08, much of the country was 
stabilized. Shiite militias were 
quelled, al-Qaida in Iraq was 
pushed out, and the U.S. eventu¬ 
ally began drawing down. But the 
Iraqi government under Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki failed 
to build on the gains, with power 
struggles happening among Shi¬ 
ite and Sunni government fac¬ 
tions. Meanwhile, Iraq’s military 
grew more fractured, its weak¬ 
ness exposed when ISIS fighters 
seized a third of Iraq. 

After declaring victory Satur¬ 
day, Iraqi President Haider al- 
Abadi called for national unity. 
But questions persist about the 
Iraqi government’s ability to de¬ 
liver services and to rise above 


the sectarian divisions uncorked 
in the aftermath of the 2003 U.S. 
invasion. 

“The military victory may well 
be squandered,” Dodge said. 

On Saturday, Petraeus, a speak¬ 
er at the conference, shared those 
concerns. 

“The battle after the battle in 
Iraq... may well prove more chal¬ 
lenging than the defeat of ISIS,” 
Petraeus said. 

During the Bahrain confer¬ 
ence, which had representatives 
from about 40 nations, officials 
deliberated on numerous securi¬ 
ty issues, including rivalries with 
Iran, the war in Syria and the po¬ 
tential effects on the Arab world 
of President Donald Trump’s an¬ 
nouncement to recognize Jerusa¬ 
lem as Israel’s capital. 

While the annual talks, or¬ 
ganized by the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, 
normally attract senior adminis¬ 
tration officials, none was present 
during three days of meetings. 

On the military side, U.S. Cen¬ 
tral Command chief Gen. Joseph 
Votel attended but did not speak 
during public forums. He did 
meet with Pakistan’s top general 
in a closed-door discussion. The 
U.S. has called on Islamabad to 
get more aggressive in targeting 
militant groups. 

In Iraq, Baghdad also must find 
a way to navigate a fragile relation¬ 
ship with the semi-autonomous 
Kurdistan Regional Government, 
which has grown more tenuous in 
the wake of Kurdistan’s referen¬ 
dum for independence. 

Iraq will also have to figure out 


a way to establish control of vari¬ 
ous militia groups that helped in 
ISIS’ defeat. Among them are 


well-organized Shiite militias 
that also have political sway. 

A more decentralized gov¬ 


erning approach, with Baghdad 
pushing more autonomy down 
to the provincial level, could im¬ 
prove matters, Dodge said. 

After ISIS’ defeat in Iraq and 
the fall of its de facto capital in 
Raqqa, Syria, there is a “sense 
of military achievement,” said 
Emile Hokayem, a Middle East 
analyst with the International In¬ 
stitute for Strategic Studies. 

But Iran’s larger profile in 
both Syria and Iraq ensures it 
will be a major power broker 
going forward. Russia’s interven¬ 
tion in Syria, where it stabilized 
longtime ally Bashar Assad, also 
means Moscow is better posi¬ 
tioned in the region than it was a 
few years ago. 

“Both have had a return on 
their investment that was larger 
than expected,” said Hokayem, 
adding the two countries have 
been “strategic winners” in the 
region. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


Gitmo prosecutor charges 3 in post-9/11 Southeast Asia terrorism 


By Carol Rosenberg 

Miami Herald 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, 
Cuba — The U.S. war court prosecutor has 
issued new charges against the suspected 
leader of an al-Qaida affiliate in Southeast 
Asia, blaming him for the 2002 Bali night¬ 
club bombing and adding two Malaysian 
captives to the proposed case as suspected 
co-conspirators. 

A copy of the noncapital charge sheet, 
obtained Saturday by the Miami Herald, 
accuses Indonesian Riduan bin Isomud- 
din, known as Hambali, of sending fighters 
from his Islamic extremist group Jemaah 
Islamiyah to Afghanistan after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks to meet with Osama bin 
Laden and to carry out suicide bombings. 

The would-be suicide bombers were 
Bashir Lap, known as Lillie, and Mohd 
Farik Bin Amin, known as Zubair, two 
Malaysian prisoners at Guantanamo cast 
as Hambali acolytes. Together, the three 
are accused of murder, terrorism, attack¬ 
ing civilians and civilian objects, attempt¬ 
ed murder, intentionally causing serious 
bodily injury and destruction of property 


as a war crime. 

Pentagon officials provided no expla¬ 
nation for the development. In June, the 
war court prosecutor charged Hambali, 
blaming him for the 2002 Bali nightclub 
bombings and the 2003 attack on the JW 
Marriott hotel in Jakarta that between 
them killed more than 200 people. But 
Army Brig. Gen. Mark Martins, the chief 
prosecutor, never moved forward on them. 

The new charges still accuse Hambali 
of a role in the three simultaneous Oct. 12, 
2002, bombings in the Indonesian island 
tourist destination of Bali — in a pub, near 
a dance club and the U.S. Consulate — that 
killed 202 people. Australia sustained the 
largest number of casualties — 88 dead 
— followed by Indonesia with 38. Seven 
Americans also were killed. 

The new charges also accuse Hambali 
and the two Malaysians of conspiring in 
the Jakarta bombing of the Marriott, which 
killed 11 people. 

Both attacks, according to the charges, 
were “calculated to influence and affect 
the conduct of the United States govern¬ 
ment and civilian population by intimi¬ 
dation and coercion,” perhaps a basis for 


prosecuting the case at the war crimes 
tribunals. 

All three of the men charged in the 
Southeast Asia conspiracy case arrived 
at Guantanamo on Sept. 4, 2006, as so- 
called high-value captives. None has been 
charged with a crime. President Barack 
Obama’s review boards classified all three 
men as indefinite detainees in the Law of 
War, or “forever prisoners” considered too 
dangerous to release. 

The next step in the proposed case will 
be for the prosecutor to send the charges to 
a senior Pentagon official, Convening Au¬ 
thority Harvey Rishikof, to decide whether 
to go forward with the case. The prosecu¬ 
tor never did that with an earlier, non¬ 
capital case that targeted Hambali alone 
on June 20. The form Rishikof would use 
allows him to decide whether to make it a 
death penalty prosecution. For now, that 
box is not checked in the copy obtained by 
the Herald. 

Ten of Guantanamo’s 41 captives have 
had war crimes cases, two on guilty pleas 
to cooperate with the prosecutors. There 
is no sign, yet, that either of the deputies 
has turned government witness in the pro¬ 


posed Hambali prosecution. 

It alleges a broad war crimes conspira¬ 
cy stretching from January 1993 through 
August 2003, when all three men were 
captured in Thailand in a joint U.S.-Thai 
operation and were sent to the CIA off¬ 
shore secret prison network known as the 
black sites. 

The timing is intriguing. At the war court 
last week, defense lawyers were seeking 
dismissal of charges against one of the sus¬ 
pected 9/11 conspirators on grounds the 
U.S. war on terrorism did not begin until 
nearly after a month after 9/11, with the in¬ 
vasion of Afghanistan. 

Soon after the 9/11 attacks, Hambali’s 
charge sheet alleges, he chose the two Ma¬ 
laysians to be part of a suicide squad in the 
U.S., perhaps in California. By then, the 
war court prosecutor alleges, Hambali al¬ 
ready had begun sending jihadi followers 
to al-Qaida in Afghanistan to learn how to 
make bombs. 

Zubair and Lillie swore a post-9/11 oath 
of allegiance to bin Laden and agreed to 
take part in a four-man suicide mission. 
The charges don’t spell out their intended 
target. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Limits of force 


Liberated Philippine city lies in 
ruins, and its people are angry 



Photos by Hannah Reyes MoRALEs/The Washington Post 


Left: Filipino soldiers patrol a building in Marawi with pro-lslamic State graffiti on a wall. Right: Minhati 
Madra s, the Indonesian-born wife of slain insurgent leader Omarkhayam Maute, is seen at a police 
station in lligan with one of the couple’s six children. 


By Emily Rauhala 
The Washington Post 

MARAWI, Philippines 
ore than six months 
after Filipino and 
foreign fighters 
claiming allegiance 
to Islamic State stormed this lake¬ 
side city, setting off a monthslong 
war with U.S.-backed Philippine 
troops, liberated Marawi lies in 
ruins and its people are seething. 

The heart of the city has been 
bombed and burned beyond recog¬ 
nition, its domed mosques pierced 
by mortar fire. Homes stand roof¬ 
less, blackened. There are ar¬ 
mored vehicles on the streets. 

Some 200,000 residents are 
still scattered across the southern 
Philippine island of Mindanao, 
living with weary relatives or in 
displacement camps thick with 
mud and worry. 

Those who have been allowed to 
return found their homes sacked 
and looted — safes open, jewelry 
snatched, appliances gone. 

Many are angry at the men 
who seized their city in a failed 
bid to establish a caliphate, taking 
hostages and targeting civilians. 
They are angry, too, at the forces 
that fought those men — namely, 
the Philippine army and its back¬ 
er, the United States. 

Beyond earshot of officials and 
soldiers, people wonder why the 
army was so quick to pummel 
their predominantly Muslim city. 
They also are suspicious of the role 
played by U.S. Special Forces. 

With ISIS fighters losing ground 
in Iraq and Syria, men and money 
may shift to Southeast Asia, ex¬ 
perts have said. They will find in 
the southern Philippines an angry 
and vulnerable population, institu¬ 
tions racked by war and a govern¬ 
ment, led by President Rodrigo 
Duterte, that sees shooting as a 
way to solve social problems. 

In other words: prime recruit¬ 
ing grounds. In that sense, what 
happened in Marawi is not the 
success that Duterte claims but a 
lesson in the limits of fighting ex¬ 
tremism with force alone. 

“Armed operations will never 
erase or exterminate the causes 
and roots of terror,” said Samira 
Ali Gutoc-Tomawis, a local official 
who quit her job over Duterte’s 
handling of the conflict. “You 
can’t kill an idea.” 

Roots of conflict 

The roots of the Marawi conflict 
run far and deep, stretching from 
the southern Philippines across 
Southeast Asia to the Middle East. 
It’s a local conflict swept up in the 
globalization of extremism. 

For Minhati Madrais, of Beka- 
si, Indonesia, Marawi started 
as a love story and ended in a 
war. Madrais left Indonesia as a 
young woman to study at Cairo’s 
Al-Azhar University. There, she 
met Omarkhayam Maute, who is 
Maranao, a predominantly Mus¬ 
lim group from the area around 
Marawi. 

“He was the first man who ever 
liked me,” she said. 

They married in Egypt, lived 
and worked in Indonesia, then 
moved to Mindanao in 2011. 


Maute and his brother, Abdul¬ 
lah, came from a prosperous clan 
with ties to the leadership of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front, 
an insurgent group that has fought 
for decades for autonomy for Mus¬ 
lim groups on Mindanao. 

In recent years, the Moro Front 
has been engaged in fitful peace 
negotiations with the government. 
Some fighters have split off, fed up 
with the process, or been attracted 
to the ideology, ferocity and self- 
styled purity of foreign terrorist 
groups — among them ISIS. 

A formidable group 

It is not clear when or where 
the Mautes clan radicalized. But 
the fact that they could not wage 
war for the Moro Front may have 
heightened the appeal of ISIS, said 
Sidney Jones, director of the Insti¬ 
tute for Policy Analysis of Con¬ 
flict, or IPAC, based in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, and an expert on ter¬ 
rorism in Southeast Asia. 

In 2013, Omarkhayam Maute 
decamped to a family property 
outside Marawi, Madrais said. 
She stayed in the city, bringing the 
children to visit when he called. 
He never came to them. “Check¬ 
points were too dangerous,” she 
said. 

At some point, the brothers 
started working with other groups, 
including a band of men loyal to 
one of the world’s most-wanted 
militants, Isnilon Hapilon, who 
pledged loyalty to ISIS leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi in 2014. 

Experts are still trying to un¬ 
derstand the force they assembled, 
particularly the precise nature 
of their links to ISIS, said Shashi 
Jayakumar, who heads the Center 
for Excellence in National Secu¬ 
rity at Singapore’s S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies. 

Whatever its ties, the Hapilon 
and Maute group was formidable. 
“This was a significant force, with 
significant preparation. It hit ev¬ 
eryone by surprise,” Jayakumar 
said. 

In late May, Philippine troops 
stormed a compound in Marawi, 
expecting to make some arrests. 
Instead, they set off fighting that 
lasted more than 150 days. 

After a prolonged gunbattle, the 


Philippine army slowly pushed the 
militants toward the city’s center, 
where they dug in. 

“It was heavy urban fighting,” 
said Col. Romeo Brawner, a U.S.- 
trained soldier who is now the 
deputy commander of a Marawi 
task force. 

The Maute brothers were well- 
armed and networked. 

Omarkhayam Maute, a speaker 
of Indonesian, Arabic and Eng¬ 
lish, as well as local languages, 
was able to communicate with for¬ 
eign fighters and supporters who 
followed via social media. 

While the battle dragged on, his 
wife and their six children — aged 
12,10,7,6,2 and 10 months—were 
in a safe house in nearby lligan. It 
was there, in late September, that 
Madrais read on Facebook that he 
was dead. 

“I prayed, then cry, cry, cry, cry, 
and then I vomited,” she said. 


When police arrested her and 
searched the house, they found 
syringes, five phones, SIM cards, 
detonating cords and two blast¬ 
ing caps typically used to make 
improvised explosive devices, ac¬ 
cording to the local police chief 
and an affidavit reviewed by The 
Washington Post. 

Madrais, who was being held in 
a conference room at a police sta¬ 
tion with her children, professed 
no knowledge of what was in the 
house. Nor did she express re¬ 
morse. “He was good, and I miss 
him very much.” she said. 

Six months later 

More than six months after the 
fighting started and more than 
two months after Duterte declared 
Marawi liberated, it still looks and 
feels like a war zone, with the de¬ 
struction centered in the city’s 


heart, along the shore of Lake 
Lanao and radiating outward. 

The center is a no-go zone 
controlled by soldiers. Militants 
had turned the houses that are 
still standing into snipers’ nests, 
where furniture has been trashed 
and pro-ISIS graffiti is still on the 
walls. It may be years before the 
main battleground is habitable. 
At the periphery, where people 
have been allowed to move back 
and schools are reopening, fami¬ 
lies are returning to wrecked and 
emptied homes. 

There is certainly anger at the 
Maute brothers and their fighters. 
Their violence against civilians, 
including the targeting of Chris¬ 
tians, earned them little goodwill. 

“They are not Muslims because 
Muslims don’t kill,” said Maymo- 
na Akman Macabago, a Marawi 
resident now living in a displace¬ 
ment camp. 

Among the displaced, a more 
proximate source of pain is how 
Manila responded — the decla¬ 
ration of martial law, protracted 
bombing and a heavy military 
presence. 

Gutoc-Tomawis, the former 
official, quit her job in the early 
days of the conflict after Duterte 
appeared to encourage soldiers 
fighting in Marawi to commit 
rape. She, like many here, believes 
Duterte’s immediate declaration 
of martial law gave the military 
license to act with impunity. 

Among the displaced, the pres¬ 
ence of U.S. planes has fueled ru¬ 
mors about what role the United 
States played. That could be used 
to stoke anger, experts said. 

“I don’t know to what extent the 
decision to take airstrikes was the 
Philippines’ or the United States’, 
but it’s going to be a decision that 
has implications for many years 
to come,” said Jones, IPAC’s 
director. 
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Calif, governor: 
Fire devastation 
the 'new normal' 


By Ruben Vives, 
Melissa Etehad 
and Jaclyn Cosgrove 
Los Angeles Times 

VENTURA, Calif. — Califor¬ 
nia Gov. Jerry Brown surveyed 
the devastation Saturday in Ven¬ 
tura — the area hardest hit by 
firestorms that have displaced 
nearly 90,000 people in Southern 
California — calling it “the new 
normal.” 

The visit came four days after 
Brown de¬ 
clared a state 
of emer¬ 

gency in re¬ 
sponse to the 
wildfires. In 
all, blazes 
from Ojai 
to Oceans¬ 
ide have 
destroyed 
more than 
Brown 790 struc¬ 
tures and burned 175,000 acres. 

During a news conference at 
the Ventura County Fairgrounds, 
Brown said climate change may 
exacerbate the weather condi¬ 
tions that caused the wildfires to 
explode. He expressed sympathy 
for residents who had lost their 
homes and animals, saying the 
fires were horrific and a “terrible 
tragedy for so many people.” 

“This could be something that 
happens every year or every few 


years,” he said. “We’re about to 
have a firefighting Christmas.” 

By Saturday evening, officials 
said, the Thomas fire had crossed 
into Santa Barbara County. Resi¬ 
dents in coastal communities, in¬ 
cluding Carpinteria, were told to 
be prepared to leave if necessary. 

Still, the approximately 8,500 
firefighters battling the six wild¬ 
fires were making progress. 

As Santa Ana winds finally 
died down Friday, crews began 
containment of some of the big¬ 
gest fires. But red flag warnings 
remained in effect, and forecast¬ 
ers said the Santa Anas were ex¬ 
pected to return. 

Firefighters had a success¬ 
ful day battling flames on the 
southern edge of the Thomas fire 
— working toward the coast as 
well as parts of Ojai — thanks to 
wind conditions and crews’ abil¬ 
ity to improve the fire lines they 
had established, according to Bill 
Murphy, a Cal Fire spokesman. 

By Saturday afternoon, the 
Thomas fire had burned 148,000 
acres. Firefighting efforts were 
hampered overnight Friday by 
wind and topography, officials 
said, but the blaze was 15 percent 
contained. Evacuations were lift¬ 
ed for most of the city of Ventura 
and for Santa Paula. 

The cause of the fire, which 
started Monday east of Highway 
150 near Thomas Aquinas Col- 



Brown 



Photos by Noah Behger/AP 


Firefighters light a backfire while trying to keep a wildfire from jumping Santa Ana Road near Ventura, 
Calif., on Saturday. 

lege, is under investigation. 

Firefighters continued to en¬ 
counter difficulty on the east side 
of the blaze, where helicopter 
crews dropped water above the 
city of Fillmore. But they made 
progress near Highway 33 and 
the 101 Freeway, on the west side 
of the blaze. 

“This is a complex fire,” said 
Rich Macklin, a spokesman for 
the Ventura County Fire Depart¬ 
ment. “There are hundreds and 
hundreds and hundreds of men 
and women with packs on their 
backs, squirting the hills, putting 
the wet stuff on the red stuff.” 

So far, efforts to fight the Thom¬ 
as fire have cost $17 million, ac¬ 
cording to the Ventura County 
Fire Department. 



A helicopter carries water to fight the wildfire near Santa Ana Road 
on Saturday. 


Winter storm leaves South, marches into Northeast 



Mike Stewart/AP 


People walk down a snow-covered road after a heavy snow Saturday 
in Kennesaw, Ga. 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A pre-winter 
storm that roared through the 
Deep South and coated half of 
North Carolina and portions of 
Virginia in snow pushed north¬ 
ward Saturday, leaving motor¬ 
ists to brave potentially icy roads 
and utility crews trying to restore 
heat and light to thousands. 

Forecasters were warning that 
the slush created during daylight 
would turn to ice from tempera¬ 
tures dropping below freezing, 
creating black ice on roads, bridg¬ 
es and other elevated surfaces. 

“That catches people more off 
guard than when you see snow,” 
said National Weather Service 
meteorologist Mike Moneypenny, 
of the Raleigh, N.C., office. 

Maine and New Hampshire 
were also digging out of the first 
significant snowfall of the season, 
with much of the two states under 
4 to 8 inches of snow. 

The National Weather Service 
said Saturday’s snowfall topped 
out at 8 inches in Carrabas- 
sett Valley in Franklin County, 


Maine. Most areas of Maine and 
New Hampshire where snowfall 
was recorded were in the range 
of 3 to 6 inches. 

Before Friday, the forecast for 


North Carolina called for little 
more than an inch of snow for the 
central counties with more ex¬ 
pected for the higher elevations. 
The frigid temperatures behind 


a cold front combined with mois¬ 
ture off the Gulf of Mexico to 
bring the unusual wintry weather 
to parts of the South. 

By Saturday, Burnsville had 
reported 14V2 inches of snow. 
The Hendersonville area had 12 
inches and Asheville recorded 8 
inches of snow. Across the South, 
preliminary reports to the Nation¬ 
al Weather Service showed up to 
10 inches of snowfall in northwest 
Georgia, with 7 inches of accu¬ 
mulation in parts of metro Atlan¬ 
ta. Another 10 inches of snow was 
reported in Anniston, Ala., while 
up to 7 inches were reported in 
Mississippi. Rare flurries were 
even reported in New Orleans. 

“It’s very, very abnormal and 
rare that we would get totals 
like that this time of year,” said 
Sid King, a meteorologist for 
the National Weather Service 
in the Atlanta area. “It’s really 
not even winter yet. I would not 
be surprised if we broke a lot of 
records.” 

Temperatures forecast for Sun¬ 
day weren’t favorable for melting 
the snow, according to forecast¬ 


ers. Highs across much of North 
Carolina were not expected to get 
out of the 30s on Sunday, and after 
a brief warming up on Monday, a 
second round of cold air was like¬ 
ly to stall the melting. 

At the Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International Airport, 
which sees more passengers an¬ 
nually than any other airport in 
the world, spokesman Reese Mc- 
Cranie said more than 400 flights 
were canceled Saturday. That’s 
after nearly 1,200 cancellations 
Friday. 

More than 334,000 homes and 
businesses were still without 
electricity Saturday afternoon in 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi 
and Louisiana. About 235,000 
of those still in the dark were in 
Georgia. 

In Atlanta, a fallen power line 
was blamed for electrocuting a 
man late Friday. Bystanders tried 
to warn the man before he walked 
into the dangling live wire, At¬ 
lanta police Sgt. John Chafee said 
Saturday. He said it was unclear 
if the wire was downed because 
of the icy weather. 
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2 states look to 
fentanyl as latest 
execution drug 



An artist’s conception shows the most distant supermassive black hole ever discovered. 

Scientists find oldest known 
black hole, and it’s a monster 


By Sarah Kaplan 

The Washington Post 

Eduardo Banados, an astrono¬ 
mer at the Carnegie Observatories 
in California, had three nights to 
spot something that might not even 
exist: a supermassive black hole 
close to the beginning of time. 

At the Las Campanas Observa¬ 
tory in Chile, perched high atop a 
mountain in the world’s driest des¬ 
ert, he scanned for the signature 
of a massive, invisible sinkhole in 
the sky slurping up a whirlpool of 
brilliant, hot matter. 

Just before sunrise on the third 
night, he found it. Way out at the 
very edge of the observable uni¬ 
verse there loomed a black hole 
800 million times more massive 
than the sun. The signal had trav¬ 
eled more than 13 billion light- 
years across time and space to 
reach Banados’ telescope. 

In a paper published in the jour¬ 
nal Nature on Wednesday, Bana¬ 
dos and his colleagues reported 
that their new find is the oldest 
and most distant black hole ever 
discovered. 

The object’s size is stunning, 
Banados said, because it existed 
just 690 million years after the Big 


Bang, when the universe was just 
5 percent of its current age and 
still emerging from an enigmatic 
era known as “the Dark Ages.” 

That such a large black hole can 
exist so early in time will shape 
models of how black holes form. 
And it will offer insight into the 
universe’s hard-to-study early 
years. 

“If the universe was a 50-year- 
old person, now we have a photo¬ 
graph of that person as a toddler 
... when they were IVi,” Banados 
said. 

The Dark Ages began just a few 
hundred thousand years after the 
Big Bang, once the hot particle 
slurry that constituted the early 
universe condensed into atoms. 
The universe was getting bigger 
and colder in that period, filling 
up with a featureless fog of hydro¬ 
gen gas. There were no galaxies, 
stars or supernovas (which appear 
when stars explode) — nothing 
that gave off light. The only form 
of radiation was a very weak hy¬ 
drogen glow. 

That state of affairs lasted for 
hundreds of millions of years. Yet 
sometime during that inscrutable 
period, the universe as we know 


it emerged. Gravity pulled hydro¬ 
gen into the first gas clouds, from 
which the first stars were born. 
The radiation from the newly 
formed objects broke hydrogen 
atoms apart into their constituent 
particles — protons and electrons 
— finally dispelling the chilly fog. 

This process, called “reioniza¬ 
tion” because previously neutral 
hydrogen atoms became ions with 
an electric charge, was the last 
major transition in the universe’s 
history. Understanding the reion¬ 
ization epoch, Banados said, is one 
of the “frontiers of astrophysics.” 

The absence of light sources 
during the Dark Ages makes it 
difficult to probe the period with 
telescopes. The hydrogen fog fur¬ 
ther complicates matters. Banados 
said it is as though someone went 
through the universe’s childhood 
photo album and ripped out all the 
pictures of their most formative 
years. 

But studying the behavior of the 
universe’s very first quasars — lu¬ 
minous whirlpools of fast-moving, 
ultrahot particles surrounding 
supermassive black holes at the 
centers of galaxies — could shed 
some light on this inscrutable era. 


By William Wan 
and Mark Berman 
The Washington Post 

The synthetic painkiller fentan¬ 
yl has been the driving force be¬ 
hind the nation’s opioid epidemic, 
killing tens of thousands of Ameri¬ 
cans last year in overdoses. Now, 
two states want to use the drug’s 
powerful properties for a new 
purpose: to execute prisoners on 
death row. 

As Nevada and Nebraska push 
for the country’s first fentanyl- 
assisted executions, doctors and 
death penalty opponents are 
fighting those plans. They have 
warned that such an untested use 
of fentanyl could lead to painful, 
botched executions, comparing 
the use of it and other new drugs 
proposed for lethal injection to 
human experimentation. 

States are increasingly pressed 
for ways to carry out the death 
penalty because of problems ob¬ 
taining the drugs they long have 
used, primarily because pharma¬ 
ceutical companies are refusing to 
supply their drugs for executions. 

The situation has led states such 
as Florida, Ohio and Oklahoma to 
turn to novel drug combinations 
for executions. Mississippi legal¬ 
ized nitrogen gas last spring as 
a backup method — something 
no state or country has tried. Of¬ 
ficials have yet to say whether it 
would be delivered in a gas cham¬ 
ber or through a gas mask. 

Other states have passed laws 
authorizing a return to older 
methods, such as the firing squad 
and the electric chair. 

“We’re in a new era,” said Debo¬ 
rah Denno, a law professor at Ford- 
ham University. “States have now 
gone through all the drugs closest 
to the original ones for lethal in¬ 
jection. And the more they experi¬ 


ment, the more they’re forced to 
use new drugs that we know less 
about in terms of how they might 
work in an execution.” 

Supporters of capital punish¬ 
ment blame critics for the crisis, 
which comes amid a sharp decline 
in the number of executions and 
decreasing public support for the 
death penalty. 

As of late November, 23 inmates 
had been put to death in 2017 
— fewer than in all but one year 
since 1991. Nineteen states no lon¬ 
ger have capital punishment, with 
a third of those banning it in the 
past decade. 

“If death penaltyopponents were 
really concerned about inmates’ 
pain, they would help reopen the 
supply,” said Kent Scheidegger, of 
the Criminal Justice Legal Foun¬ 
dation, which advocates the rights 
of crime victims. Opponents 
“caused the problem we’re in now 
by forcing pharmaceuticals to 
cut off the supply to these drugs. 
That’s why states are turning to 
less-than-optimal choices.” 

Prison officials in Nevada and 
Nebraska have declined to answer 
questions about why they chose to 
use fentanyl in their next execu¬ 
tions, which could take place in 
early 2018. Many states shroud 
their procedures in secrecy to try 
to minimize legal challenges. 

But fentanyl offers several ad¬ 
vantages. The obvious one is po¬ 
tency. The synthetic drug is 50 
times more powerful than heroin 
and up to 100 times more powerful 
than morphine. 

Another plus with fentanyl: It is 
easy to obtain. Although the drug 
has rocketed into the news be¬ 
cause of the opioid crisis, doctors 
frequently use it to anesthetize 
patients for major surgery or to 
treat severe pain in patients with 
advanced cancer. 


sue to block Calif, drug price law 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


A prescription is filled at Pucci’s 
Pharmacy in Sacramento, Calif. 


Drug companies 

By Jonathan J. Cooper 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Pharmaceu¬ 
tical companies on Friday sued to block 
a new California law that would require 
them to give advance notice before big 
price increases. 

The law was approved this year in re¬ 
sponse to consumer outrage over a rise in 
drug spending and high costs for some pre¬ 
scription treatments, including new hepa¬ 
titis C medications and EpiPens to control 
allergic reactions. 

The Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America, a trade group 
for drugmakers, said in its lawsuit that 
California’s law illegally tries to dictate 
national health policy. Because the law is 
tied to a national measure of drug prices, 
PhRMA argues that California’s advance 


notification requirement could restrict 
drugmakers’ ability to raise prices in other 
states. 

The group also argued the law is uncon¬ 
stitutionally vague and violates the First 
Amendment by forcing drug companies to 
justify price increases. 

The law, set to take effect Jan. 1, passed 
over fierce objections from PhRMA and 
California’s thriving medical research in¬ 
dustry. It requires 60 days’ notice to raise 
national wholesale prices above a certain 
threshold. 

“The law creates bureaucracy, thwarts 
private market competition and ignores the 
role of insurers, pharmacy benefit manag¬ 
ers and hospitals in what patients pay for 
their medicines,” James Stansel, PhRMA’s 
executive vice president and chief counsel, 
said in a statement Friday. 

The law does not reflect the actual costs 


paid by major purchasers including insur¬ 
ers and the government, which negotiate 
prices and receive discounts, drug com¬ 
panies said. They also warn that advance 
notice will lead pharmacies and other drug 
purchasers to stockpile, creating shortages 
of medications. 

Sen. Ed Hernandez, a Democrat from 
West Covina who wrote the bill, said when 
it passed the Legislature that it would “set 
national health care policy” — a state¬ 
ment PhRMA uses as evidence the bill is 
unconstitutional. 

“California’s Legislature sent a crystal- 
clear message that it is time for a change,” 
said Charles Bacchi, president and CEO of 
the California Association of Health Plans, 
which supported the drug pricing law. 
“This action proves pharma doesn’t care 
what California’s voters and elected repre¬ 
sentatives think.” 
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Most Ala. GOP leaders 
say they'll vote for Moore 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Former Alabama Chief Justice and U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore 
speaks at a Nov. 30 campaign rally. Voters go to the polls Tuesday. 


By Kim Chandler 

Associated. Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Most 
Republican leaders in Ala¬ 
bama say they plan to vote for 
Roy Moore on Tuesday despite 
sexual misconduct allegations 
against the former judge that 
have prompted others around the 
country to say he never should be 
allowed to join the U.S. Senate. 

“I have stated both publicly 
and privately over the last month 
that unless these allegations were 
proven to be true I would contin¬ 
ue to plan to vote for the Republi¬ 
can nominee, Judge Roy Moore,” 
Alabama Secretary of State John 
Merrill wrote in a text message to 
The Associated Press. “I have al¬ 
ready cast my absentee ballot and 
I voted for Judge Moore.” 

The accusations against Moore 
have left many GOP voters and 
leaders in a quandary. Voters face 
the decision of whether to vote for 
Moore, accused of sexual miscon¬ 
duct with teenagers decades ago 
when he was a county prosecutor, 


or sending Democrat Doug Jones 
to Washington, which would nar¬ 
row the GOP’s already precarious 
majority in the Senate. 

They also could write in a 
name on their ballots or simply 
stay home. Meanwhile, most GOP 
politicians in the state must run 
for re-election next year — where 
they will face Moore’s enthusias¬ 
tic voting base at the polls. 

The AP tried to find out how 
Republican leaders from Ala¬ 
bama plan to vote. Most office¬ 
holders or their staffs responded, 
while others have publicly stated 
their plans during public appear¬ 
ances or to other media outlets. 

However, several officeholders 
did not respond to calls, emails or 
texts from the AP. They include 
U.S. Reps. Martha Roby, Mike 
Rogers and Gary Palmer, as well 
as state Treasurer Young Boozer 
and state House Speaker Mac 
McCutcheon. 

State officeholders who said 
they intended to vote for Moore 
often cited the need to keep the 


seat in Republican hands. 

In addition to Merrill, others 
who plan to vote for Moore include 
Gov. Kay Ivey, Attorney General 
Steve Marshall, state Auditor Jim 
Zeigler, Agriculture Commis¬ 
sioner John McMillan, state Sen¬ 
ate President Pro Tempore Del 
Marsh and Public Service Com¬ 
missioner Twinkle Andress Ca¬ 
vanaugh, who previously led the 
state GOP. Also voting for Moore 
are current state party head 
Terry Lathan and U.S. Reps. Mo 
Brooks, of Huntsville, and Robert 
Aderholt, of Haleyville. 

The state’s most influential 
politician, Republican U.S. Sen. 
Richard Shelby, has said he wrote 
in a prominent Republican on his 
absentee ballot. 

“I wrote in a distinguished Re¬ 
publican. I did not vote for Judge 
Moore, but I voted Republican,” 
Shelby said. His decision has 
played prominently in Jones ads 
pointing out Republicans who 
are not voting for their party’s 
nominee. 


CNN reported last month that 
U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne said he 
will vote Republican and that he 
does not cast write-in votes. In a 
statement to the AP, Byrne said it 
is up to voters to decide. 

“Some serious allegations have 
been made and Judge Moore 
has vehemently denied them. 
Frankly, I don’t think the people 
of Alabama want me, any na¬ 
tional politician, or the national 
news media telling them what to 
think or how to vote,” Byrne said 
in the statement. “The decision is 
ultimately up to the people of Ala¬ 
bama to evaluate the information 
they have before them and make 
an informed decision. We must 


respect the voters’ decision.” 

Sen. Luther Strange, who lost 
to Moore in the Republican pri¬ 
mary, did not respond to a request 
for comment from the AP, but told 
The Washington Post recently the 
election is up to voters. 

“I’m staying out of it now. I think 
everybody knows how I feel about 
Judge Moore. We made our case 
and the voters made a different 
decision,” Strange told the news¬ 
paper in a video on its website. 

U.S. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, who resigned from the 
Senate to join the Trump admin¬ 
istration, declined to say how he 
would vote. Moore and Jones are 
competing for his old job. 


In Alabama, Republican Party facing no good outcomes 


By Dan Balz 
The Washington Post 

Every competitive special election draws 
outsized attention, but few deserve it more 
than Tuesday’s Senate contest in Alabama. 
No matter the outcome, the results will re¬ 
verberate loudly across the country — and 
nowhere more than inside 
ANALYSIS the Republican Party. 

The contest between 
Republican Roy Moore 
and Democrat Doug Jones is a morality 
play with significant political consequenc¬ 
es. It sweeps in everything that is current 
— President Donald Trump’s standing, the 
fractured Republican Party, the Demo¬ 
crats’ hopes for 2018, and above all, the 
issue of whether, at a time of changing atti¬ 
tudes, political allegiance outweighs cred¬ 
ible claims of sexual misconduct. 

Unlike in many such elections, the voting 
Tuesday will not end the controversy. For 
Republicans, that’s perhaps the most wor¬ 
risome aspect. Tuesday’s results will be 
picked at for meaning beyond what any sin¬ 
gle election can produce, but there will be 
plenty in what happens worth picking at. 

For Republicans, there likely can be no 
truly good outcome. If Moore wins, the 
party will have preserved the seat but will 
be saddled with a new senator under a cloud 
of allegations, including assaulting a teen¬ 
ager many years ago as well as a pattern 
of pursuing teenagers half his age when he 
was in his 30s. If he wins and is sworn in, 
he probably will face an ethics investiga¬ 
tion that will keep the controversy alive 
until his fate is resolved and perhaps much 
longer than that. For the Republicans, it’s 
a hot mess. 

If Moore loses, the GOP would be spared 
his presence in the Senate. But the result 
will have inflamed the anti-establishment 
forces led by former White House chief 
strategist Stephen Bannon, deepening an¬ 
tagonisms that continue to roil the party. 
A Jones victory also would tarnish the 


president, who has endorsed Moore en¬ 
thusiastically and campaigned near the 
Alabama border Friday night in a display 
of that support. Additionally, a Jones vic¬ 
tory would put the Republican majority at 
greater risk in 2018. 

As a public figure, Moore has long been a 
renegade. He is a throwback to a different 
era and an embarrassment to many in his 
state. Even before the women came forward 
to accuse him of sexual impropriety, he was 
highly controversial, having twice been re¬ 
moved from the state Supreme Court. The 
first involved his resistance to an order to 
remove a Ten Commandments monument 
from the state Supreme Court building; the 
second was over his order to state judges 
not to abide by the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
ruling that legalized same-sex marriages. 

Dedicated following 

Still, Moore would be a shoo-in on Tues¬ 
day were it not for the allegations of sexual 
misconduct. Alabama is one of the most 
Republican states in the nation and is 
deeply polarized, red vs. blue and white vs. 
black. Trump won Alabama by 28 points 
in 2016. His campaign took flight in Au¬ 
gust 2015 when he staged a massive rally 
in Mobile. Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 
then an Alabama senator, was the first U.S. 
senator to endorse Trump. 

Moore has a following that is unshak¬ 
able, especially among evangelical Chris¬ 
tians. In a recent Washington Post-Schar 
School poll that showed the overall race 
neck and neck, 78 percent of evangeli¬ 
cal Christian voters in Alabama said they 
backed Moore’s candidacy. Among other 
white Christians in the state, his support 
was at 41 percent. 

Moore’s support among Christian con¬ 
servatives highlights the degree to which 
tribal loyalty offsets other factors in vot¬ 
ers’ political choices. The president cast 
the choice in starkly partisan and ideologi¬ 
cal terms when he recently gave Moore a 
full-throated endorsement. In a tweet, he 


said of Moore: “We need his vote on stop¬ 
ping crime, illegal immigration, Border 
Wall, Military, Pro Life, V.A., Judges 2nd 
Amendment and more.” 

The split within the Republican coalition 
is highlighted by the divergent paths taken 
by Trump and Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., since Moore was 
accused of sexual assault and impropriety. 

Trump made a bad bet earlier when 
he was persuaded to endorse Sen. Luther 
Strange in the GOP primary. Now he is 
all in with Moore. Having been accused 
of sexual misconduct by multiple women 
during his presidential campaign, Trump 
has chosen to embrace another Republican 
facing similar charges. Shortly after his en¬ 
dorsement, the Republican National Com¬ 
mittee reversed course and re-entered the 
race on behalf of Moore after pulling out in 
the wake of the allegations against him. 

McConnell was a more enthusiastic sup¬ 
porter of Strange in the primary, directing 
money toward the Alabamian’s candidacy, 
but to no avail. Once the women came for¬ 
ward, the majority leader tried without 
success to force Moore to step aside. His 
failure once again underscored the limited 
power the GOP establishment has in these 
matters. 

Unlike Trump, however, he has not moved 
back toward Moore in these final days. A 
week ago, he appeared to be softening his 
opposition to Moore, saying it was up to the 
voters in Alabama to decide whom to send 
to the Senate. Asked to explain that, he later 
told reporters: “There’s been no change of 
heart. I had hoped he would withdraw as 
a candidate. That obviously is not going to 
happen.” He also made clear that an ethics 
investigation probably awaits Moore if he 
wins on Tuesday. Should Moore become a 
senator, he and McConnell will find it dif¬ 
ficult to coexist in the same chamber. 

The National Republican Senatorial 
Committee and its chairman, Sen. Cory 
Gardner, of Colorado, embraced McCon¬ 
nell’s hands-off approach. After the RNC 
announced its support for the Republican 


nominee, Gardner who, like other Repub¬ 
licans, had called on Moore to withdraw, 
reiterated that the NRSC would continue 
to stay out of the race. 

Much at stake 

A Jones victory would give Democrats a 
boost in the battle for control of the Senate 
next year, though the path is narrow and 
starts with the necessity of holding every 
Democratic seat at stake next year, includ¬ 
ing the red and purple states Trump won 
in 2016. 

If Democrats were to do that, they would 
still need to pick up a net of three more 
seats to gain the majority. While recent 
events have thrown into question such a 
pickup, they have two decent possibili¬ 
ties: in Arizona, where Sen. Jeff Flake is 
stepping down; and in Nevada, where Sen. 
Dean Heller is in trouble. 

The Senate map got scrambled further 
in the past few days. Democrats got good 
news when Phil Bredesen, the former 
Democratic governor of Tennessee, an¬ 
nounced that he would run for the seat of 
retiring Sen. Bob Corker, a Republican. 
He is one of the few Democrats who might 
be able to win statewide in a state that has 
turned increasingly red and conservative. 

Meanwhile, the decision by Sen. A1 
Franken, D-Minn., to resign his seat in the 
face of allegations of sexual misconduct 
puts a Democratic seat in play next year 
that his party had not expected. Even the 
possibility of a Republican seat falling into 
Democratic hands in Alabama adds to the 
significance of Tuesday’s outcome. 

On this final weekend, the race in Ala¬ 
bama symbolizes a Republican Party in 
turmoil, with Trump and Bannon pitted 
against McConnell and others in the GOP 
establishment. Trump has continued to 
bend the party in his direction. A Moore vic¬ 
tory on Tuesday would add to that record of 
success by the president, but at a potentially 
sizable cost to the Republican Party. 
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Officials warn 
right whales could 
become extinct 



Photos by Bill Estep, Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader/AP 


Kaylee Lay, 5, at rear, and her sister, Kinley, 6, get books from the bookmobile that came to their home 
in rural McCreary County, Ky., on Nov. 21. 

Bookmobile delivers joy to readers 
in rural Kentucky communities 



Rhonda Kendziorski drives the bookmobile in McCreary County. 


By Bill Estep 

Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader 

WHITLEY CITY, Ky. — Kay¬ 
lee Lay, who is 5, was so happy 
to see the bookmobile pull up in 
front of her house in McCreary 
County recently that she ran out¬ 
side with no shoes, then reached 
up for her mother to carry her 
over the rough ground. 

“She got so excited,” said her 
mother, Katie Lay. “She said, 
‘The bookmobile’s here!’” 

That’s the kind of enthusiasm 
that has helped keep the largest 
fleet of bookmobiles in the nation 
operating in rural Kentucky, de¬ 
livering books to people who often 
can’t get to county-seat libraries. 

Supporters say bookmobiles 
play an important role in promot¬ 
ing reading at all ages, but espe¬ 
cially among children, helping 
them do better in school. 

“We just think having books in 
the hands of kids is really, really 
important, and it sets them up for 
lifelong learning,” said Rhonda 
Kendziorski, bookmobile and out¬ 
reach librarian for the McCreary 
County Public Library. 

In the most recent national 
count in 2014, 75 Kentucky coun¬ 
ties had traditional bookmobiles, 
said Michael Swendrowski, a 
board member with the Associa¬ 
tion of Bookmobiles & Outreach 
Services. 

The next closest states were 
Ohio and California, with just 
over 50 each, he said. 

Several states reported having 
only a handful of bookmobiles — 
six in Texas, for instance, three in 
Kansas and two in Oklahoma. 

“Kentucky definitely leads the 
way in the number of bookmo¬ 
biles nationwide,” Swendrowski 
said. 

One reason so many counties 
have continued traditional book¬ 
mobile programs is that they see 
a continued need for the service, 
even in a digital age. 

Many rural places in the state 
do not have good internet service, 


and some residents can’t afford 
the service when it is available. 

Health problems keep people 
homebound. Many people don’t 
have a car to get to public library 
20 miles away, and there is little 
public transportation in much of 
the state. Work schedules don’t 
match library hours. 

The county is among the bot¬ 
tom 10 of more than 3,100 na¬ 
tionally in an index of economic 
measures such as poverty rate 
and per capita market income, 
according to the Appalachian Re¬ 
gional Commission. 

Most land in the county is owned 
by the federal government, which 
erodes the local tax base. It’s an 
understatement to say money is 
tight for local services. 

But taxpayers have supported 
the library, and when the last 
bookmobile the state provided 
started showing its age, there was 
no consideration of joining the list 
of counties without a bookmobile, 
said Kay Morrow, director of the 
McCreary County library. 

“I felt the need was still there,” 
Morrow said. 

The library bought a 2017 Ford 
Transit cargo van and had it mod¬ 


ified to carry books at a total cost 
of $59,000. 

Kendziorski has other duties 
with the library, but four days 
a week she travels the county’s 
hilly, winding roads to take the 
library to residents. 

She has regular routes, return¬ 
ing to patrons once every three 
weeks except in the summer, 
when the library shortens the ro¬ 
tation to two weeks. 

That helps keep kids reading 
while school is out, countering the 
“summer slide” in reading skills. 

The bookmobile does not stop 
at every house, but rather where 
people have requested service. 
Residents can contact the library 
to be added to the route. 

All told, the route covered 2Vi 
hours, 44 miles and nearly 20 
readers. 

Morrow thinks bookmobiles 
will remain a relevant, valuable 
service in McCreary and many 
other counties for years to come. 

She can foresee adding an in¬ 
ternet hotspot to the bookmobile 
to serve people who don’t have or 
can’t afford service. 

“We’ll evolve,” she said. 


By Patrick Whittle 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Maine — Of¬ 
ficials with the federal govern¬ 
ment say it’s time to consider the 
possibility that endangered right 
whales could become extinct un¬ 
less new steps are taken to pro¬ 
tect them. 

North Atlantic right whales are 
among the rarest marine mam¬ 
mals in the world, and they have 
endured a deadly year. The Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration has said there are 
only about 450 of the whales left 
and 17 of them have died so far in 
2017. 

The situation is so dire that 
American and Canadian regu¬ 
lators need to consider the pos¬ 
sibility that the population won’t 
recover without action soon, said 
John Bullard, the Northeast Re¬ 
gional Administrator for NOAA 
Fisheries. The high year of mor¬ 
tality is coinciding with a year of 
poor reproduction, and there are 
only about 100 breeding female 
North Atlantic right whales left. 

“You do have to use the extinc¬ 
tion word, because that’s where 
the trend lines say they are,” Bul¬ 
lard said. “That’s something we 
can’t let happen.” 

Bullard and other NOAA of¬ 
ficials made the comments dur¬ 
ing a meeting last week of the 
regulatory New England Fish¬ 
ery Management Council. Mark 
Murray-Brown, an Endangered 
Species Act consultant for NOAA, 
said right whales have been de¬ 
clining in abundance since 2010, 
with females hit harder than 
males. 

The U.S. and Canada must 
work to reduce the human-caused 
deaths of the whales, Murray- 
Brown said. Vessel strikes and 
entanglement in fishing gear are 
two frequently cited causes of the 
whales’ deaths. 

“The current status of the right 
whales is a critical situation, and 
using our available resources to 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Santa Claus is 
in New York, in the form of hun¬ 
dreds of people wearing his look- 
alike costume to bar crawl for the 
annual SantaCon. 

Because of rowdy incidents in 
past years, the Santas were not 
allowed to drink on trains bring¬ 
ing them to Manhattan. 

That didn’t keep them from 
crowding Penn Station and 


The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration has said 
there are only about 
450 of the whales left 
and 17 of them have 
died so far in 2017. 


recover right whales is of high 
importance and high urgency,” 
he said. 

The animals give birth in tem¬ 
perate southern waters and then 
head to New England and Canada 
every spring and summer to feed. 
All of this year’s deaths were off 
New England and Canada. 

Some recent scientific stud¬ 
ies have shed some light on why 
whale deaths have ticked up. One, 
published in the journal Nature 
Scientific Reports, stated that 
the whales move around much 
more than previously thought. 
Some scientists have posited that 
whales might be venturing out¬ 
side of protected areas in search 
of food, putting themselves in 
harm’s way. 

In another study, published last 
month in the journal Endangered 
Species Research, scientists ex¬ 
amined right whale feces and 
found whales that suffer long en¬ 
tanglements in fishing gear pro¬ 
duce hormone levels that indicate 
high stress. The stress negatively 
affects their ability to reproduce 
even when they survive entangle¬ 
ment, scientists said. 

A five-year NOAA review of 
right whales that was released in 
October said the animals should 
remain on the endangered list. It 
also included recommendations 
to protect the species. 

They included developing a 
long-term plan for monitoring the 
population trends and habitat use, 
and studying the impact of com¬ 
mercial fishing on right whales. 


streets Saturday on their way to 
city watering holes. 

The rules of SantaCon are sim¬ 
ple: Don’t mess with kids, cops, 
bar staff, the charity mission or, 
simply, the city of New York. 

What put a bit of a damper on 
the event was the first snowfall of 
the season. 

It was expected to leave about 3 
inches of snow on the ground, ac¬ 
cording to the National Weather 
Service. 


Hundreds of Santas take part 
in NYC’s annual SantaCon 
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Group makes mission of 
care packages for troops 



David B. SNOw/The Paducah (Ky.) Sun 


Paul Ziegler loads Christmas packages on Nov. 30 to be sent to 
servicemembers overseas by the Hugs Project of Western Kentucky. 


By David B. Snow 

The Paducah (Ky.) Sun 

PADUCAH, Ky. — When Gay- 
ron Ferguson started what is 
now the Hugs Project of Western 
Kentucky it was intended to be a 
nine-month effort to send month¬ 
ly care packages to his son and 
two of his buddies in Iraq. 

Ten years later, the project has 
ballooned to include thousands of 
military members of all branches 
serving overseas. 

“At the end of nine months, we 
were going to quit,” Ferguson said. 
“Well, that was IOV 2 years ago. We 
now send over 40,000 care pack¬ 
ages to over 12,000 different men 
and women because we found so 
many that don’t have family, don’t 
have any other support.” 

The Hugs Project is a nation¬ 
wide, nonprofit organization 
begun in Oklahoma in 2004 to 
ensure that every American ser- 
vicemember gets something to 
show that they are appreciated. 


The local chapter — the Hugs 
Project of Western Kentucky — is 
the largest of the 10 chapters in 
the national organization. 

“I fell in love with it because it is 
100 percent volunteer,” Ferguson 
said. “We generally have less than 
3 percent of the money we take in 
that is used for expenses because 
we’ve got to buy ink and paper for 
the printer and things like that. 
But we don’t have salaries, we 
don’t have travel expenses — we 
don’t do any of that kind of stuff.” 

Postage is one of the greater 
expenses the group faces. While 
the group mailed more than 100 
packages Thursday, more than 50 
had to stay behind because they 
lacked money for the postage. 

“It takes $12.40 just to mail one 
box,” he said. “So you figure 500 
boxes, which is what we’ll send 
for Christmas, that’s $6,200, just 
for the postage. Plus, you figure 
there’s between $25 and $35 worth 
of stuff that is in each box. Some 
of that has been donated to us, and 


some we have to go out and buy.” 

Each box contains a variety of 
items, including crackers, candy, 
hot chocolate mix or chips, along 
with magazines, toiletries, cards 
and letters. 

The name of the Hugs Project 
came from co-founder Karen 
Stark, of Edmond, Okla., who 
started making cooling wraps that 
go around the neck. They consid¬ 
ered those to be “long-distance 
hugs” to their servicemembers 
overseas. The cooling wraps are 
still included in the spring and 
summer packages. 

Ferguson said that up to 120 
volunteers come in to help his 
group with seasonal packing. The 
group sends 100 to 120 packages 
monthly, but more than 500 boxes 
are sent for Christmas. 

Ferguson said the Hugs Project 
gets most of the servicemembers’ 
names from chaplains and com¬ 
mand officers overseas. 

“If they see somebody who’s not 
getting any support, they’ll get us 


their information, and we’ll make 
sure they get a box every month 
until they come home,” he said. 

“We’ve got some guys over 
there who have been there eight, 
nine tours who have never gotten 
a letter from home yet — until 
we find out. And when we find 
out, we make sure they get a box 
every single month.” 

Ferguson talked about a soldier 
who said he was home from Af¬ 
ghanistan physically but not men¬ 
tally. He told Ferguson in a letter 
that when he was having a tough 


time, he goes back to the cards 
and letters that he got from the 
Hugs Project and re-reads them 
and that helps him get through a 
bad day. 

“You never know when you’re 
going to make a huge difference 
in somebody’s life,” Ferguson 
said. “That’s what it’s all about, is 
just making a positive difference. 
We have so many guys that don’t 
have any family and don’t have 
anybody that really cares about 
them. I just couldn’t let that pass. 
I had to do something about it.” 


Oregon town seeks first microbrewery, offers incentives 



Ryan Brennecke, (The Bend, Ore.) Bulletin/AP 

The town of Madras, Ore., is offering incentives to bring a microbrewery to the community. 


By Andrew Selsky 

Associated Press 

SALEM, Ore. — An Oregon 
town near one of America’s mi¬ 
crobrew meccas is thirsting for a 
piece of the action and is offering 
incentives for the first brewery to 
establish itself in the community. 

In an internet presentation 
aimed at luring craft brewers, 
Madras — which sits between ir¬ 
rigated farmland and high desert 
within sight of the snow-capped 
Cascade Range — says it will as¬ 
sist in site selection and costs of 
architecture, engineering, per¬ 
mits and building renovation. It 
also offers expedited permitting, 
technical assistance and an op¬ 
portunity for a start-up loan. 

Consumption of craft beer 
in the U.S. keeps reaching new 
heights. Sales rose 6.2 percent 
by volume in 2016, to 24 million 
barrels, the Brewers Associa¬ 
tion said. Vermont has the most 
craft breweries per capita, with 
10.8 per 100,000 adults. Oregon is 
fourth in the nation, with 8.1 per 
100,000. 

Madras has missed out so far 
in the craft beer craze. Some 40 
miles to the south is Bend, which 
has at least 22 breweries for 
91,000 residents (and many more 
hop-happy tourists) — among the 
highest number of microbrewer¬ 
ies per capita in the U.S. 

Beer aficionados travel to Bend 
just to visit its brewpubs. Bend’s 
establishments include Deschutes 
Brewery, which opened in 1988 
and pioneered central Oregon’s 
brewing revolution. 

But Deschutes has long out¬ 
grown its microbrewery status. 
Its beers are available in 28 states 


and Canada, and it plans to open 
a brewery in Roanoke, Va., in 
2019. Another producer, 10 Bar¬ 
rel Brewing, was bought in 2014 
by the world’s largest brewer, An¬ 
heuser-Busch InBev. 

Madras’ 6,300 residents have 
been watching all this activity 
with a touch of jealousy as traffic 
along U.S. Route 97, which slices 
down central Oregon from Wash¬ 
ington state to California, zips 
past the Black Bear Diner and 


other establishments, headed for 
points north or south. 

“We want be able to stop this 
traffic going to Bend and say, 
‘Come to Madras and check ours 
out first,”’ Joe Krenowicz, execu¬ 
tive director of the local chamber 
of commerce, said in a telephone 
interview. 

Krenowicz and a dozen other 
Madras residents have thought 
for years about inviting a brew¬ 
ery, with a brewpub, to Madras. 


The town initially was going to be 
named after a pioneer but had to 
choose an alternative because it 
resembled another town’s name. 

“The city fathers cast around. 
One was in somebody’s store, 
picked up a bolt of cloth — Ma¬ 
dras cloth — and said ‘That’s 
a pretty good name,”’ Jarold 
Ramsey, director of the Jefferson 
County Historical Society, said 
with a laugh. 

Madras offered incentives for 


the construction of a hotel and a 
multiplex theater, and they can 
be a template for this next step, 
Krenowicz said. 

“We’re certainly on the tail end 
of brewery growth, and we want to 
be a part of that,” said Krenowicz, 
who envisions a family-friendly 
place with a sports lounge atmo¬ 
sphere and outdoor seating. 

Madras has some of the purest 
water, coming from an artesian 
spring filtered by volcanic basalt. 
A brewer could use that water 
and locally produced barley, Kre¬ 
nowicz said. 

Not everyone in the town is 
pleased with the invitation and 
incentives, however. 

“I don’t think the city should be 
involved in anything like that,” 
said Jan Six, owner of the Ri¬ 
alto Tavern, which is just off U.S. 
Route 97 and has 11 beer taps, 
along with liquor. “They’re not 
supposed to be taking business 
away from us. We’ve worked re¬ 
ally hard to build this business. 
It’s not right.” 

Hundreds of residents who pro¬ 
vided input for an Urban Renewal 
Action Plan wanted recruiting a 
brewery to be a priority, Madras 
Mayor Royce Embanks said. 

“Madras is ready for a brewery 
or brewpub to call its own,” Em¬ 
banks said in the online appeal 
from the Madras Redevelopment 
Commission. 

“The vision is for a vibrant 
community gathering place and 
an inviting destination for friends, 
family and tourists.” 

The ad called Madras the “last 
best place in Oregon without a 
brewery (yet!)” 
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I need to know what’s going on in the 
world of the U.S. military — that’s 
why I subscribe to my #1 news source. 

Sure, I can access Stripes.com from 
my desktop. But as often as I’m on 
the road\ I need news that can 
keep up with me. The iOS app 
works perfectly on my phone and 
my tablet — and it’s included in the 
Digital Access subscription 
for one low price. 
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Sergei Grits/AP 


Supporters of former Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili carry a portrait of him seen through prison 
bars as they march in Kiev, Ukraine, on Sunday demanding his release from jail. 


Protesters call for Ukraine’s 
president to be impeached 


By Yuras Karmanau 
Associated. Press 

KIEV, Ukraine — Several 
thousand supporters of opposition 
leader Mikheil Saakashvili ral¬ 
lied in the Ukrainian capital Sun¬ 
day, demanding his release from 
jail and calling for the country’s 
president to be impeached. 

Saakashvili, the former presi¬ 
dent of Georgia-turned-oppo- 
sition leader in Ukraine, was 
arrested Friday on allegations 
that he colluded with Ukrainian 
businessmen tied to Russia to top¬ 
ple President Petro Poroshenko. 

Saakashvili rejected the alle¬ 
gations, and his lawyer said he 
was refusing food to protest his 
detention. 

Saakashvili’s supporters 
marched across downtown Kiev, 
chanting “Down with the Gang!” 
and “Impeachment!” 


They rallied on the capital’s 
main Independence Square, the 
Maidan, which was the focus 
of massive protests that drove 
Ukraine’s former Russia-friendly 
president from power in February 
2014, and then walked toward the 
where Saakashvili has been held. 

Saakashvili faces the prospect 
of being sent back to his native 
Georgia, which has sought him 
on abuse of office charges. 

Saakashvili’s wife, Sandra Elis¬ 
abeth Roelofs, said Ukrainian au¬ 
thorities “crossed a red line” by 
arresting him. 

In a reference to the business 
background of Poroshenko, who 
ran a chocolate business before 
his election, she said, “We need 
to show him that politics is not 
business, and people are not 
merchandise.” 

The demonstrators smashed 
the windows of a candy store be¬ 


longing to Poroshenko’s company, 
Roshen. 

Yegor Sobolev, an ally of Saa¬ 
kashvili’s who was removed 
Thursday as chairman of a par¬ 
liamentary anti-corruption com¬ 
mittee by Poroshenko’s faction 
and its allies, called for the presi¬ 
dent’s dismissal. 

“Impeachment is a way to move 
from kleptocracy to democracy,” 
Sobolev said at the rally. 

Protester Valery Shapovalov 
carried a big poster showing Po¬ 
roshenko behind bars. 

“Poroshenko is an oligarch, and 
it’s silly to expect him to fight cor¬ 
ruption,” Shapovalov said. “Bees 
can’t oppose honey.” 

Activists of the Right Sector, a 
far-right nationalist group, and 
veterans of the war against pro- 
Russia separatists in eastern 
Ukraine joined the rally. 


Snow disrupts air and road 
travel in England and Wales 

Associated Press 


LONDON — Snow is caus¬ 
ing travel disruptions across 
central England and northern 
Wales, grounding flights, shutting 
down roads and causing traffic 
accidents. 

Birmingham and London 
Stansted Airports suspended 
flights as runways were cleared. 
The airports both advised pas¬ 
sengers to contact their airlines to 
check their flight status. 

“Please be advised that flight 
delays and cancellations are ex¬ 
pected due to the adverse weather 


conditions,” Stansted warned. 

The Ml motorway — the main 
highway between London and 
northeast England — was partial¬ 
ly closed in Leicestershire. 

Police in Wales warned against 
all but the most essential travel 
amid snowfall that is forecast to 
last throughout the day. Strong 
winds slammed into the Welsh 
coast. 

The Met Office warned of wind 
and rain for London and southern 
England, with gusts of up to 70 
mph predicted. Parts of the Brit¬ 
ish capital were coated with snow 
Sunday morning. 



Steve Parsons, PA/AP 


A man walks past a snow- 
covered phone box in Marlow, 
England, on Sunday. 


Israel: New 'tools' 
destroyed Hamas 
tunnel in Gaza Strip 


By Josef Federman 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — The Is¬ 
raeli military on Sunday said 
it has destroyed a tunnel built 
by the Hamas militant group 
that stretched from the Gaza 
Strip several hundred yards 
into Israeli territory, declaring a 
breakthrough in its war against 
underground threats from the 
Palestinian enclave. 

Lt. Col. Jonathan Conricus, a 
military spokesman, told report¬ 
ers that Israel had used a new set 
of “tools” developed since a 2014 
war with Hamas to destroy the 
tunnel. He said forces had de¬ 
tected the tunnel months ago and 
continued to monitor construc¬ 
tion efforts by Hamas militants 
before demolishing it. 

Israel has made neutralizing 
the tunnel threat a top priority 
since that war, when Hamas mili¬ 
tants on several occasions made 
their way into Israel. Although 
they did not manage to reach 
civilian areas, the infiltrations 
caught Israel off guard, killing 
five soldiers in one attack, and 
terrified the local population. 

Conricus said a new system 
involving combat units, military 
intelligence, logistics and re¬ 
search had been used to destroy 
the tunnel. The system was first 
used to detect a tunnel that was 
destroyed on Oct. 30, but other 
aspects of the system were used 
this time around, he said. 

“There seems to be a change, a 
paradigm here in how these ter¬ 
ror tunnels will be able to threat¬ 


en us in the future,” he said. “It is 
by no means behind us, but this 
will surely force the terrorist or¬ 
ganizations to change techniques 
and to adapt.” 

Hamas, the armed group 
that controls Gaza, declined to 
comment. 

Conricus said the tunnel began 
in the central Gazan town of 
Khan Younis and stretched for 
more than a half a mile across the 
border and into Israel. Although 
not complete, he said, the tunnel 
was “very substantial,” equipped 
with electricity, communications 
equipment and a ventilation sys¬ 
tem. It was located about a kilome¬ 
ter from an Israeli community. 

Israeli Defense Minister Avig- 
dor Lieberman said the tunnels 
were an unacceptable threat and 
that Israel would invest “every 
resource” to stop them. “I hope 
that in the coming months the 
threat of tunnels on the residents 
surrounding Gaza will become a 
thing of the past,” he said. 

The army said the timing of 
the weekend operation was not 
connected to a flare-up of deadly 
violence that followed President 
Donald Trump’s recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
The decision has infuriated the 
Palestinians, who seek Israel- 
annexed east Jerusalem as their 
own capital. 

Over the weekend, Israeli air- 
strikes hit several militant sites 
in Gaza in response to rocket fire, 
killing two Hamas militants. On 
Friday, two protesters were shot 
dead in skirmishes with Israeli 
troops along Gaza’s border. 


German intel warns of 
Chinese cyberspying 


Associated Press 

BERLIN—The head of Germa¬ 
ny’s domestic intelligence agency 
warned Sunday that China is using 
social networks to try to cultivate 
sources of information among 
lawmakers and officials while 
Chinese hackers are increasingly 
attacking European companies 
through trusted suppliers. 

Hans-Georg Maassen said his 
agency, known by its German ac¬ 
ronym BfV, believes more than 
10,000 Germans have been tar¬ 
geted by Chinese intelligence 
agents posing as consultants, 
headhunters or researchers, pri¬ 
marily on the social networking 
site Linkedln. 

The BfV established a task 
force early this year which ex¬ 
amined the use of fake profiles on 
social networks over a nine-month 
period. 

The agency provided journal¬ 
ists with what it said where eight 


of the most prolific fake profiles on 
Linkedln used by Chinese spies. 

Using names such as Lily Wu, 
Laeticia Chen or Alex Li, the pro¬ 
files sport an impressive resume, 
hundreds of contacts and attractive 
pictures of young professionals. 

The agency also named six or¬ 
ganizations it said are used by Chi¬ 
nese spies, including one called the 
Association France Euro-Chine 
and another named Global View 
Strategic Consulting. 

Messages seeking comment 
from the organizations weren’t 
immediately returned. 

Maassen warned that Chinese 
cybergroups are also using so- 
called “supply-chain attacks” to 
get around companies’ online 
defenses. Such attacks target IT 
workers and others who work for a 
trusted service providers in order 
to send malicious software into 
the networks of organizations the 
attackers are interested in. 
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France mourns rocker 
Hallyday amid tears, 
pomp, extravagance 



Photos by Hamada Elrasam/AP 

An Egyptian guard stands next to a funeral mural inside a newly discovered tomb on Luxor’s West Bank 
known as KAMPP 161 during an announcement Saturday for the Egyptian Ministry of antiquities about 
new discoveries in Luxor, Egypt. 

Archaeologists discover 
2 tombs in Egypt's Luxor 

m 




Above: Egyptian 
excavation workers 
restore a mummy 
Saturday in the newly 
discovered tomb known 
as KAMPP 150. 

Left: Wooden statues 
are displayed near 

KAMPP 161. 


By Thomas Adamson 
and Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

PARIS — France bid farewell 
to its biggest rock star Saturday, 
honoring Johnny Hallyday with 
an extravagant funeral proces¬ 
sion down Paris’ Champs-Elysees 
Avenue, a presidential speech 
and a televised church ceremony 
filled with the country’s most fa¬ 
mous faces. 

Few figures in French history 
have earned a send-off with as 
much pomp as the man dubbed 
the “French Elvis,” who notched 
more than 110 million in record 
sales since rising to fame in the 
1960s. 

Hallyday died Wednesday at 74 
after fighting lung cancer. 

In an honor usually reserved 
for heads of state or literary gi¬ 
ants like 19th-century novelist 
Victor Hugo, Hallyday’s funeral 
cortege rode past Napoleon’s 
Arc de Triomphe monument and 
down the Champs-Elysees to the 
Place de la Concorde plaza on the 
Seine River. 

Adding a rock touch to the 
event, hundreds of motorcyclists 
accompanied the procession. It 
was a nod to the lifelong passion 
that Hallyday, born Jean-Philippe 
Smet, had for motorcycles. His 
biker image included signa¬ 
ture leather jackets and myriad 
tattoos. 

French President Emmanuel 


3 held in bomb attack 
on Swedish synagogue 

HELSINKI — Three people 
have been arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of throwing firebombs at a 
synagogue in the Swedish city of 
Goteborg. 

No one was injured in the at¬ 
tack late Saturday during a youth 
event at the synagogue and the 
adjacent Jewish center in Swe¬ 
den’s second-largest city. 

Goteborg police spokesman 
Peter Nordengard said Sunday 
it is being investigated as an at- 


Macron — a Hallyday fan him¬ 
self, like three generations of oth¬ 
ers across the French-speaking 
world — delivered a eulogy on the 
steps of Paris’ Madeleine Church 
for the star known to the public 
affectionately by only one name. 

“Johnny belonged to you. John¬ 
ny belonged to his public. Johnny 
belonged to his country,” said Ma¬ 
cron, whose voice was broadcast 
via speakers to the many thou¬ 
sands of often tearful mourners 
in central Paris. 

“He should have fallen a hun¬ 
dred times, but what held him 
up and lifted him was your fer¬ 
vor, the love,” said Macron of 
the star’s health troubles and fa¬ 
mously excessive lifestyle. 

Hallyday’s death unleashed a 
wave of emotion across France, 
where he had been a symbol of 
national identity and stability for 
more than half a century — even 
though his private life had been 
far from stable. 

Aside from the drinking, smok¬ 
ing and partying chronicled in 
juicy detail by the French press, 
Hallyday had been linked to a 
string of glamorous women and 
had married five times. 

Chants of “Johnny! Johnny!” 
and thunderous applause rose up 
Saturday as fans broke out sing¬ 
ing Hallyday classics including 
“Que je t’aime” (“How I Love 
You”). 


tempted arson. 

Officials have increased secu¬ 
rity around the synagogue and 
at a Jewish center in capital of 
Stockholm. 

Witness Allan Stutzinsky told 
the TT news agency he saw a 
dozen masked youths who threw 
objects into the garden surround¬ 
ing the synagogue. 

Demonstrations have taken 
place in Stockholm and Malmo 
in the past week over President 
Donald Trump’s decision to rec¬ 
ognize Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel. 

From The Associated Press 


By Nariman El-Mofty 

Associated Press 

LUXOR, Egypt — Egypt on 
Saturday announced the discov¬ 
ery of two small ancient tombs 
in the southern city Luxor dat¬ 
ing back some 3,500 years and 
hoped it will help the country’s 
efforts to revive its ailing tour¬ 
ism sector. 

The tombs, located on the west 
bank of the river Nile in a cem¬ 
etery for noblemen and top offi¬ 
cials, are the latest discovery in 
the city famed for its temples and 
tombs spanning different dynas¬ 
ties of ancient Egyptian history. 

“It’s truly an exceptional day,” 
Antiquities Minister Khaled al- 
Anani said. “The 18th-dynasty 
private tombs were already 
known. But it’s the first time to 
enter inside the two tombs.” 

Al-Anani said the discoveries 
are part of the ministry’s efforts 
to promote Egypt’s vital tourism 
industry, partially driven by an¬ 
tiquities sightseeing, that was hit 
hard by extremist attacks and po¬ 
litical turmoil following the 2011 
uprising. 

The ministry said one tomb has 
a courtyard lined with mud-brick 
and stone walls and contains a 
6-meter burial shaft leading to 
four side chambers. The artifacts 
found inside were mostly frag¬ 
ments of wooden coffins. Wall 
inscriptions and paintings sug¬ 
gest it belongs to era between the 
reigns of King Amenhotep II and 
King Thutmose IV, both pharaohs 
of the 18th dynasty. 

The other tomb has five en¬ 
trances leading to a rectangu¬ 
lar hall and contains two burial 
shafts located in the northern and 


southern sides of the tomb. 

Among the artifacts found in¬ 
side are funerary cones, painted 
wooden funerary masks, clay 
vessels, a collection of some 450 
statues and a mummy wrapped in 
linen who was likely a top official. 
A cartouche carved on the ceil¬ 
ing bears the name of King Thut¬ 
mose I of the early 18th dynasty, 
the ministry said. 

Afterward, al-Anani headed to 
a nearby site where the famous 


Mortuary Temple of Hatshepsut 
is located to open for the first 
time the temple’s main sanctuary 
known as the “Holy of Holies.” 

Since the beginning of 2017, the 
Antiquities Ministry has made a 
string of discoveries in several 
provinces across Egypt — includ¬ 
ing the tomb of a royal goldsmith, 
in the same area and belong¬ 
ing to the same dynasty, whose 
work was dedicated to the ancient 
Egyptian god Amun. 



Thibault Camus/AP 


Pallbearers load the coffin of French rocker Johnny Hallyday into a 
waiting hearse Saturday following funeral services at the Madeleine 
church in Paris. 
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THE CENSUS 

The amount a couple duped an Oregon man into loaning them in a case that is sending the pair to prison. As¬ 
sistant U.S. Attorney Scott Bradford said in federal court Thursday that Hiep Cong Van and Thy Minh Phan told 
the victim they needed help operating a landscaping business in Colorado, but spent the money gambling in Las 
Vegas. Van was sentenced to three years and one month in prison, and Phan got a one-year, nine-month term. 


Lynne Sladky/AP 

Deadly aim 

A sculpture titled “Dangerous Game” by Italian artist Lorenzo Quinn is displayed Friday in the Wynwood neighborhood of Miami. The two- 
part installation shows a giant hand holding a nuclear missile as if it were a dart. The dart is aimed across the street at a United Nations logo 
painted in red. The installation was timed to coincide with Miami Art Week and Art Basel Miami Beach. 




Teen turns self in over 
video showing theft 

P ■ PEMBROKE PINES — 
I L A teenager says his fam¬ 
ily and friends urged him to turn 
himself in days after surveillance 
video captured the theft of an as¬ 
sault rifle and other items from 
a police cruiser parked outside a 
Florida home. 

The widely shared video re¬ 
leased by Pembroke Pines police 
showed the face of the thief as 
he took the rifle, a police vest, a 
stun gun and ammunition from 
the Opa-locka police car parked 
outside the officer’s home early 
Tuesday morning. 

An arrest report says the teen 
showed up at the Hallandale 
Beach Police Department on 
Thursday morning, telling inves¬ 
tigators he threw away the stolen 
items — including the assault 
rifle. But he couldn’t say where. 

He’s charged with vehicle 
theft. Pembroke Pines police said 
they’re trying to locate the items. 

Cops: Boy thinks gun is 
a toy, shoots sister, 6 

JC|A HARRISBURG — Po- 

lice said a 10-year-old 
boy playing with a gun he thought 
was a toy shot his 6-year-old sister 
in the chest. Officials are search¬ 
ing for the man who left the gun 
in the home. 

Harrisburg police Capt. Gabri¬ 
el Olivera said police were called 
to the home about 2 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day for a report of shots fired. Of¬ 
ficers arrived to find a blood trail 
leading to a 6-year-old girl on the 
floor and her mother frantically 
trying to help her. 

She was taken to a hospital 
where she was in critical but sta¬ 
ble condition. She’s expected to 
survive. 

Police are searching for 
Tremayne James, 24, who they 
said put the gun in the home. He’s 
related to the family. 

Islamic group sues 
over workplace prayer 

Ul■ GREEN BAY — An Is- 
W* I lamic group is suing a 
Wisconsin manufacturer alleging 
it failed to accommodate 19 Mus¬ 
lim employees who wanted to take 
prayer breaks during work time. 

The lawsuit filed in federal 
court in Green Bay on Wednes¬ 
day by the Council on Ameri- 
can-Islamic Relations wants the 
Ariens Co. to rehire the former 
employees and give them back 
pay and damages. The plain¬ 
tiffs also want the Brillion lawn 
mower manufacturer to reinstate 
a religious accommodation policy 
allowing the employees to take 
short breaks for prayers. 

The Journal Sentinel reported 
Jaylani Hussein, director of the 
council’s Minnesota chapter, said 
Ariens forced the Muslim em¬ 
ployees to choose between their 
faith and their employment. 

Man guilty of illegally 
transporting snakes 

BRIDGEPORT — A 
I man who illegally col¬ 
lected endangered snakes and 
shipped them to his Connecticut 


home has pleaded guilty to illegal¬ 
ly transporting protected wildlife. 

William Carl Bartlett entered 
his plea Wednesday in federal 
court. 

Prosecutors say Bartlett, a col¬ 
lector of snakes and other rep¬ 
tiles, took two kingsnakes from 
the Outer Banks of North Caroli¬ 
na in violation of that state’s laws 
and brought them to Connecticut 
to breed. In July 2012, he shipped 
10 kingsnakes via overnight cou¬ 
rier to a person in Pennsylvania. 

Prosecutors say he also collect¬ 
ed five coastal plain milk snakes 
in Maryland in 2015 in violation 
of state law and brought them to 
Connecticut. 

Judge to decide cruelty 
case involving raccoons 

nA PITTSBURGH — A 
Pennsylvania judge will 
decide whether raccoons are pro¬ 
tected animals or vermin meant 
to be disposed. 

Allegheny County officials said 
William Killgallon, 68, has been 
charged with felony animal cru¬ 
elty after Pittsburgh police said 
he admitted to drowning trapped 
raccoons in a barrel. 


The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
reported Killgallon’s attorney 
argued Tuesday that his client 
should not have been charged in 
the first place. He argued raccoon 
are vermin that are not protected 
under an animal cruelty law. 

Deputy District Attorney Jen¬ 
nifer DiGiovanni disagreed, say¬ 
ing “a raccoon is very different 
from a cockroach.” DiGiovanni 
contended animals like raccoons 
should be killed humanely, not 
drowned in a barrel. 

Man is charged after 
mother is found in filth 

Ufll EVERETT—A Wash- 
IlM ington man has been 
charged with criminal mistreat¬ 
ment after his 81-year-old mother 
was found lying in filth with a 
broken hip and bound legs. 

The Everett Herald reported 
Kenneth Strandt, 53, was charged 
Tuesday. He was in Snohomish 
County Jail on $150,000 bail. 

Strandt was arrested Dec. 1 
after he called 911 to bring para¬ 
medics to the home he shares 
with his mother. 

Authorities said she was found 
with bedsores and in clothing that 


was soiled with feces and urine. 
Court documents show a doc¬ 
tor characterized her injuries as 
life-threatening. 

Strandt told detectives he works 
three fast-food jobs, is tired all 
the time and struggles to provide 
care for his mother. 

Skull found in car was 
Native American’s 

it ANGELS CAMP — Au- 
thorities say a human 
skull found last month in the 
trunk of a car during a Northern 
California traffic stop belongs to 
a Native American and was dug 
up from a construction site. 

The Stockton Record reported 
Tuesday that officials determined 
the skull was that of a Native 
American but experts are still 
trying to determine its age and 
whether it was extracted from a 
Native American burial site. 

Deborah Grimes, a member of 
the Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk 
Indians, said she went to the site 
and though she did not find ad¬ 
ditional human remains, she 
located tools used by the land’s 
original inhabitants. 

Angels Camp police officers on 


Nov. 22 pulled over Joshua Davis, 
41, of Murphys, for failing to halt 
at a stop sign. They found meth- 
amphetamine behind the fuel 
door and the skull in the trunk. 

Skydiving Santa crashes 
on beach, breaks leg 

P| GULFPORT — A sky- 
r HU diving Santa looking to 
make a grand entrance while tak¬ 
ing an Elf on the Shelf to a 9-year- 
old girl crashed into a tree and 
light pole before hitting a Florida 
beach and breaking his leg. 

News outlets said George 
Krokus was dressed as Santa 
Claus during a Dec. 2 skydive 
to deliver toys to the Tampa Bay 
Beach Bums Operation Santa 
Charity Volleyball Tournament. 

Madison Spiers saw the crash 
and later found a note from the 
“elf” named Kristoff who visits 
her house during the holidays. It 
said, “As we were about to land, 
this big tree jumped right out in 
front of us!” 

She told Bay News 9 that Krist¬ 
off is no stranger to adventure. 

The elf sported a bandaged leg 
while staying with the recovering 
Krokus. 

From wire reports 
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No bull 

WWE and ‘Ferdinand’ star John Cena talks proposal, politics 


By Helena ANDREWS-DYER/The Washington Post 

T here isn’t much that can turn down the volume on a symphony of excited grade schoolers. On Dec. 6, even Li¬ 
brarian of Congress Carla Hayden could only press pause on the giddiness as nearly 400 kids waited — at times 
patiently, at times not — for a very special story time. It’s not every day that John Cena, WWE champion and 
newly minted movie star, shows up at the Library of Congress to read from an 80-year-old copy of “The Story 
of Ferdinand,” the source material for Cena’s new movie. (Guess who he plays?) 

Dressed in a navy pin-striped suit that was all but bursting at the biceps, Cena’s baritone managed to still the squirm¬ 
ing auditorium as he recounted the tale of a big bull who likes flowers more than fighting. We caught up with the wres¬ 
tling actor (or the acting wrestler?) after a lightning round of questions from the kids, including: “When you were first 
born, what did you want to be?” (“Well, first I opened my eyes ...”) and “What do you practice?” (“Tolerance.”) 



Your name came up in a congres¬ 
sional hearing last spring, when a 
congressman asked what took you 
so long to propose to fellow wres¬ 
tler Nikki Bella. 

Cena: I guess I wanted to do my 
due diligence and make sure it was 
the right choice, and I certainly have. 
That was the most nervous I’ve ever 
been in my entire life. The uncertain¬ 
ty and the nerves and the excitement 
and the environment is what made it 
such a wonderful moment. 

Speaking of Congress, your WWE 
brother Dwayne “The Rock” John¬ 
son has toyed with a bid for presi¬ 
dent. Good idea? And would you be 
his running mate? 

I would not run with him because 
I’m a lumbering man. I don’t run 
very well. But anything — any¬ 
thing — he puts his mind to, he 
does with a level of excellence 
you rarely ever see. So wheth¬ 
er he’s just trying to stir up 
the political pot or if he is 
genuinely serious, I know 
that when and if he does 
decide, he will make an all- 
out commitment. 

Others have made the 
leap from the wrestling 
ring to the political ring. 

What’s the connection 
between the two 


Get all the latest on films out this 

| seasonatStripes.com/go/fallmovies 

You get to know people and you get 
to know the things they care about. 
It’s a politician’s job to govern for the 
people. I can understand the grav¬ 
ity of wanting to be in that realm be¬ 
cause you’re with people all day. You 


hear the ups and downs of the people 
you perform in front of. 

You dressed up as former secre¬ 
tary of state Hillary Clinton for the 
Teen Choice Awards. Politics and 
entertainment are mingling like 
never before, and so many celebri¬ 
ties are politically outspoken these 
days. Why is that? 

Because of the unfortunate divide 
that the nation seems to be going 
through. I think the reaction to that 
is special because a lot of people are 
using their voice. The way this coun¬ 
try is built is very unique, and it’s 
wonderful because if one feels the 
pendulum is ever swinging too far to 
one side, they can stand up. So wheth¬ 
er you have a hundred million people 
following you or whether you stand on 
a soapbox and yell at the top of your 
lungs, it’s a way to use your voice. 

“The Story of Ferdinand” was re¬ 
ally politicized in its day. Hitler or¬ 
dered copies of the book burned. 
Can the movie’s message still be 
politicized today? 

You can politicize anything. They 
base entire channels on it. But (today) 
the message is the same, and that’s 
why it’s been so popular. I love the last 
line of the book. (Ferdinand’s) still 
sitting there smelling the flowers and 
the very last line is “and he is happy.” 
That doesn’t have a time period or a 
political affiliation. 


Twentieth Century Fox Film 

John Cena, left, shares his voice in the animated 
“Ferdinand,” above. 


‘Game of Thrones’ won’t return until 2019, says Sophie Turner 


By Kate Feldman 
New York Daily News 

Winter is coming, but it might take a 
while. 

“Game of Thrones” star Sophie Turn¬ 
er revealed to Variety that the eighth 
and final season of the HBO show won’t 
air until 2019. 

Casey Bloys, president of program¬ 
ming for HBO, hinted at a delayed 


premiere in June when she said show- 
runners D.B. Weiss and David Benioff 
could spend as long as 18 months work¬ 
ing on the season. 

Turner did offer another tidbit about 
the show, though, particularly how Sansa 
Stark will deal with Littlefinger’s death. 

“It’s going to be tricky for her, be¬ 
cause at the end of last season, she felt 
that she had everything set up. She had 
her family back together. They were 


in control of the North again,” she told 
Variety. 

“This season, there’s a new threat, and 
all of a sudden she finds herself some¬ 
what back in the deep end. And without 
Littlefinger, it’s a test for her of whether 
she can get through it. It’s a big challenge 
for her, without this master manipulator 
having her back. This season is more a 
passionate fight for her than a political, 
manipulative kind of fight.” 


Rowling 'happy' for Depp's casting 

“Harry Potter” author J.K. Rowling has bro¬ 
ken her silence about the controversial cast¬ 
ing of Johnny Depp in the “Fantastic Beasts” 
movie franchise, which is set to continue next 
November with “Fantastic Beasts: the Crimes of 
Grindelwald.” 

Rowling supported Depp’s casting in a state¬ 
ment on her website. 

“When Johnny Depp was cast as Grindelwald, 
I thought he’d be wonderful in the role. However, 
around the time of filming his cameo in the first 
movie, stories had appeared in the press that 
deeply concerned me and everyone most closely 
involved in the franchise.” 

The concerns surrounded allegations that 
Depp had abused his then-wife Amber Heard 
during their one-year marriage in 2015. After a 
restraining order due to Heard’s claims of emo¬ 
tional and physical abuse — to which she provided 
photographic and video proof — Heard and Depp 
reached a $7 million settlement. Many fans saw 
the decision to keep Depp as antithetical to the 
theme of the series, using magic and friendship to 
counter abuse of power. 

However, Rowling not only stuck to the decision 
to cast Depp, she said she and the producers were 
“happy” to have Depp in the role and called it “the 
right thing.” 

“Based on our understanding of the circum¬ 
stances, the filmmakers and I are not only com¬ 
fortable sticking with our original casting, but 
genuinely happy to have Johnny playing a major 
character in the movies,” Rowling said. 

“I accept that there will be those who are not 
satisfied with our choice of actor in the title role. 
However, conscience isn’t governable by commit¬ 
tee. Within the fictional world and outside it, we all 
have to do what we believe to be the right thing,” 
she concluded. 

Meanwhile, Heard posted her joint divorce state¬ 
ment with Depp, in full, to Instagram on Dec. 7 
after Rowling’s post. “For the record, this was our 
FULL joint statement. To pick and choose certain 
lines and quote them out of context, is just not 
right,” Heard wrote. “Women, continue to stand 
up and stay strong.” 

Heard seemed to be taking a shot at Rowling’s 
post, in which Rowling said both Heard and Depp 
wanted to move forward. “The agreements that 
have been put in place to protect the privacy of 
two people, both of whom have expressed a desire 
to get on with their lives, must be respected,” a 
statement on the author’s website read. 

Singer sued for assaulting teenager 

Bryan Singer, the director of “X-Men” and “The 
Usual Suspects,” has been accused of sexually as¬ 
saulting a 17-year-old in 2003. 

Cesar Sanchez-Guzman filed a lawsuit against 
Singer last week, claiming that when Sanchez- 
Guzman was a teen, he attended a yacht party in 
Seattle, where Singer pushed him down on a bed 
and sexually assaulted him. 

In a statement to the Associated Press, a rep¬ 
resentative for Singer said the director “categori¬ 
cally denies these allegations and will vehemently 
defend this lawsuit to the very end.” 

Twentieth Century Fox fired Singer from di¬ 
recting the Queen biopic “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
when he failed to return to the set following the 
Thanksgiving break. A representative told the 
BBC that Singer’s absence was due to “a personal 
health matter concerning Bryan and his family.” 

Other news 

■ Ryan Reynolds has signed on to top-line the 
live-action “Detective Pikachu” and will begin 
shooting next month, the Hollywood Reporter 
first reported. Reynolds will play the title gum¬ 
shoe who helps a boy find his father within this 
world of mighty Pokemon beasts. 

■ Geoffrey Rush said Dec. 8 he is suing a Syd¬ 
ney newspaper for defamation over its reporting of 
an actress’ complaint against the Oscar-winning 
actor of “inappropriate behavior.” The Daily Tele¬ 
graph newspaper broke the story that the Sydney 
Theatre Company had confirmed receiving the 
complaint. The company has released no details 
of the complaint other than to say the allegation 
involved “inappropriate behavior” while Rush 
was an employee and was not raised until after he 
had left. Rush has denied any misconduct. 

From wire reports 
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Blackwater founder wins legal battle with ex-partner 


By Ian Shapira 

The Washington Post 

A marathon legal battle be¬ 
tween a combat knife salesman 
and Erik Prince, the founder of 
Blackwater, came to an end Fri¬ 
day after a northern Virginia jury 
awarded the former security firm 
executive $2.6 million in civil 
damages on numerous counts, 
including breach of contract and 
fraud. 

The jury’s decision comes after 
a testy, lengthy dispute between 
Prince, 48, who is an ex-Navy 
SEAL, and Robert Young Pelton, 
62, a California-based war cor¬ 
respondent who owns a survival 
gear company called DPx Gear. 


By Bernard Condon 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — News outlets in¬ 
cluding The Associated Press filed 
a motion in federal court Friday 
arguing that a document contain¬ 
ing the names of investors in some 
Kushner Cos. apartment buildings 
in Maryland should be unsealed 
and available to the media. 

The Kushner Cos. has argued 
that the privacy rights of its part¬ 
ners in its Maryland buildings 
outweigh the public interest in 
the disclosure, saying the media’s 
“politically-motivated” cover¬ 
age of the case puts those rights 

— and the partners’ reputations 

— at risk. President Donald 
Trump’s son-in law, Jared Kush¬ 
ner, was CEO of the company be¬ 
fore becoming an adviser to the 
president earlier this year. 

The case before U.S. district 
court in Maryland was brought 
by tenants alleging a Kushner 


For several years, the two men 
have been suing each other, first 
in federal court and then in Lou¬ 
doun County, Va., where Prince 
keeps a residence in nearby 
Middleburg. 

The trial in Leesburg — which 
featured rare public testimony 
by Prince — happened to coin¬ 
cide with his name surfacing in 
connection with a meeting early 
this year with an ally of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
his purported pitch to President¬ 
elect Donald Trump to establish a 
private network of spies. (Prince 
denied his involvement with that 
proposal, which was reported last 
week by The Intercept.) 

Prince, who sold Blackwater in 


Cos. subsidiary called Westmin¬ 
ster Management charges exces¬ 
sive and illegal rent. The lawsuit 
seeks class action status for ten¬ 
ants in the 17 apartment com¬ 
plexes owned by the company in 
the state. 

The Kushner Cos. has said it 
has broken no laws and denies the 
charges. 

In a motion on Friday, media 
outlets argued the press has a 
“presumptive right” to see court 
documents, and that the Kushner 
Cos. has not raised a “compelling 
government interest” that the law 
says is needed to block access. 

The AP joined ProPublica, The 
Washington Post, The Baltimore 
Sun and Baltimore TV station 
WMAR-TV in filing the brief. 

Properties owned by the Kush¬ 
ner family have come under 
scrutiny since Trump became 
president because of the potential 
conflict between the family’s fi¬ 
nancial interests and the pursuit 


2010 after years of scandals and 
government investigations, had 
hired Pelton in early 2011 to man¬ 
ufacture and sell Blackwater- 
branded combat knives, apparel 
and other items in an effort to re¬ 
vive the company’s reputation. 

But it did not work out that 
way. 

Pelton claimed that Prince pre¬ 
maturely terminated their Black¬ 
water contract in 2013, just as 
the former Blackwater chief was 
procuring a $2 million book deal 
with Portfolio Penguin for his au¬ 
tobiography, “Civilian Warriors.” 
Pelton argued that Prince owed 
him $961,000. 

Prince, meanwhile, counter- 
sued, accusing Pelton of breach of 


of the public good in government 
policy. Ethics lawyers and good- 
government groups have argued 
that policy could be shaped in 
favor of not just Kushner Cos. but 
its partners and lenders. 

Jared Kushner has filed finan¬ 
cial disclosure documents with 
government ethics officials who 
oversee potential conflicts of 
interest, but the disclosures do 
not detail many of the partners 
who invest alongside his family 
company. 

In a court filing last month, the 
Kushner Cos. blasted the media 
for “unfair sensationalism” 
in stories about the Maryland 
case. It said additional coverage 
triggered by disclosures of its 
partners’ names would hurt the 
company’s ability to get an im¬ 
partial decision from the court. 

The Kushner Cos. also said dis¬ 
closure of its partners’ identities 
would trample on their right to 
remain private. 


contract, fraud, unjust enrichment 
and civil theft. He argued that he 
had given Pelton’s company more 
than $2 million and received no 
return on any investment. 

Worse, Prince argued, Pel- 
ton misallocated $720,000 of his 
money for a website that Pelton 
established called the Soma¬ 
lia Report, which tracked news 
about piracy and hostages. Prince 
claimed he never gave Pelton 
permission to use his money for 
the website — and that his wire 
transfers should have been dedi¬ 
cated solely to their Blackwater 
brand contract. 

During the trial, Pelton showed 
jurors a contract between the two 
men in which Prince agreed to 


“Given the tenor of the media’s 
reporting of this case, including 
politically-motivated innuendo no 
doubt intended to disparage the 
First Family, there is foreseeable 
risk of prejudice to the privacy 
rights and reputations of innocent 
private investors,” lawyers for the 
Kushner Cos. wrote in its filing. 

The news outlets wrote in their 
brief that the Kushner Cos. com¬ 
plaints about the media coverage 
actually undermine its argu¬ 
ments, suggesting there is “sig¬ 
nificant public interest” in the 
case, and therefore public scru¬ 
tiny shouldn’t be limited. 

Though the Kushner Cos. is 
known for its New York City build¬ 
ings, it first struck success with 
multifamily apartments in sub¬ 
urban communities before ven¬ 
turing into Manhattan a decade 
ago with a disastrous $1.8 billion 
purchase of 666 Fifth Avenue, a 
famed skyscraper that ended up 
losing money for years. 


pay Pelton $133,000 per month 
to ramp up the Somalia Report 
into a 24-7 news operation to fur¬ 
nish him with exclusive, on-de¬ 
mand information about piracy in 
Somalia. 

Prince, however, said he never 
signed the Somalia Report con¬ 
tract and suggested that his 
signature on the document was 
somehow transposed. Prince 
also testified that he told Pelton 
over the phone not to spend the 
$720,000 on the website. 

All seven jurors declined to com¬ 
ment after the court adjourned. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 11).$1.2055 

Dollar buys (Dec. 11).€0.8295 

British pound (Dec. 11).$1.38 

Japanese yen (Dec. 11).110.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 11).1,065.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3411 

Canada (Dollar).1.2853 

China (Yuan).6.6201 

Denmark (Krone).6.3296 

Egypt (Pound).17.7989 

Euro.$1.1756/0.8506 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8056 

Hungary (Forint).267.00 

Israel (Shekel).3.5245 

Japan (Yen).113.26 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3020 

Norway (Krone).8.3076 

Philippines (Peso).50.52 

Poland (Zloty).3.57 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7508 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3517 

South Korea (Won).1,091.98 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9943 

Thailand (Baht).32.65 

Turkey (Lira).3.8350 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.00 

Discount rate.1.75 

Federal funds market rate.1.16 

3-month bill.1.25 

30-year bond.2.77 


Media fight Kushners for names of partners in Md. firm 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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OPINION 


A1 Franken shouldn’t have folded 


By Christine Flowers 

Philadelphia Daily News 

H ere is the tweet I sent to A1 
Franken Wednesday night: @ 
SenFranken I am a conservative 
Republican known as the Sarah 
Palin of Philadelphia. I urge you not to re¬ 
sign. Sexual assault is real, and as an asylum 
practitioner I know that better than anyone. 
Your resignation would diminish the harm 
that real victims suffer. Don’t do it. 

He obviously didn’t listen. I suppose one 
lonely tweet from the Sarah Palin of Phila¬ 
delphia paled in comparison to his Senate 
colleagues, particularly the ones who have 
ovaries and daughters and “D” after their 
names. 

Franken is the latest, but clearly not the 
last, piece of road kill on the hashtag high¬ 
way, a dangerous and very slippery stretch 
of road where badly behaved men go to die. 
Rest In Perfidy. 

The senator from Minnesota resigned 
Thursday after having been pushed to exit 
from the stage by his own tribe — liber¬ 
als who showed that they were just as ca¬ 
pable of eating their own as they are of 
going after President Donald Trump and 
his motley crew. In a way, that says some¬ 
thing good about their equal-opportunity 
opposition. 

I’m as conservative as they come, but 
I look at this from an entirely different 
perspective. As I’ve written before, this 
#MeToo moment has gotten unwieldy and 
unforgiving, mixing all sorts of conduct to¬ 
gether and retroactively stigmatizing acts 
that — until the social media age — were 


considered boorish and brutish but not 
capital offenses. 

Now, the white gloves are off, and women 
have decided that it is time for payback in 
full. 

I know that many people disagree with 
me and take the position that anything that 
makes a woman feel uncomfortable should 
not be sanctioned. The bar for social shun- 
I ning has been lowered 
to the point where 
men are now afraid 
to shake a woman’s 
| hand. 

Some conservatives 
I are thrilled about 
what’s happening to 
Franken and others 
like him and to see the 
| resurrected female 
ghosts of the Clin¬ 
ton era. I can’t really 
blame my tribe for this tendency to exult, 
because we’ve been tarred and feathered 
as the people who hate women and want to 
use their bodies as incubators for an un¬ 
limited supply of babies, who can be turned 
into conservative foot soldiers. 

But I’m angry that the people who should 
see through the dangers of agitprop and ex¬ 
aggeration are themselves falling victim to 
it because, now, the other guy’s bull is get¬ 
ting gored. Out the window fly the values 
and principles we supposedly hold dear, 
because a liberal is being vilified. I see the 
newsfeeds on Facebook and Twitter, and 
wonder what happened to the idea of per¬ 
sonal responsibility and due process. 

I’m not denying that women have been 



Franken 


abused and assaulted. Again, I have inti¬ 
mate knowledge of women who have been 
bruised, bloodied and bludgeoned. It hap¬ 
pened, it still happens, and it will continue 
to happen unless we make sure that the 
perpetrators are arrested and convicted. 

But an old man in a wheelchair copping 
a feel is not a predator. An 80-year-old 
actor who made lascivious comments four 
decades ago to an intern is not a predator. 

A senator who, as a comic, played fast 
and loose with his female colleagues is not 
a predator. He was a smarmy, supercilious 
comic who liked to ridicule conservatives, 
and he’s a person who regularly looks 
down his nose at those who don’t share his 
progressive ideals. (Although I agree that 
sloppy kisses are probably on the outer 
edge of those accepted ideals). I put him in 
the “he’s too smart for us” category. 

But he is not a sexual predator. 

There are too many real predators out 
there, and we make it easier for them to 
blend into the background when we shine 
a spotlight on the famous men who trans¬ 
gress. Writer Lisa DePaulo said as much 
when I interviewed her on my radio show 
last week. She made the excellent point that 
it’s the waitress, the nurse, the office intern 
that we need to worry about, not the woman 
who can hire Gloria Allred for a photo op. 

She’s right. Trying to hook the big, shiny, 
wriggling marlins for a public feast helps 
us to ignore all the other predators in the 
sea. This #MeToo moment is an exercise 
in revenge, not redemption. 

I’m sorry Franken folded. 

Christine Flowers is a columnist for the 
Philadelphia Daily News. 


How to avoid being offensive at the company party 


By Monica Weymouth 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

his year has been, to put it mildly, a 
weird one. 

Besides everything happening 
in the White House, this is the year 
when everyone from Harvey Weinstein to 
Matt Lauer to Garrison Keillor lost their 
jobs after accusations of sexual assault or 
harassment. 

Now, according to a recent article in The 
New York Times, one of our most time-hon¬ 
ored holiday traditions — getting drunk 
on the company’s dime — could be at risk. 
Some managers interviewed for the Times’ 
piece would like to cancel office holiday 
party altogether, while others suggest con¬ 
stricting them to the point that everyone 
would prefer to work instead. 

With women empowered to call out inap¬ 
propriate behavior, some companies predict 
that boozy after-work events for the holi¬ 
days could be combustible this year. While 
many companies used to have the parties 
on Thursday or Friday evenings, some are 
moving them to late Monday or Tuesday 
afternoons, said Sarah Freedman, the vice 
president of operations for 23 Layers, an 
event planner in New York whose clients 
include Google and West Elm. 

Open bars are being replaced with game 
zones. One client recently asked for an ex¬ 
tremely watered-down “John Daly” to be 
the party’s signature drink, which Freed¬ 
man found strange but probably wise. 

This is, of course, ridiculous, as the over¬ 
whelming majority of humans know how 
not to sexually assault someone. But if you, 
like the men interviewed by the Times, are 
worried that any of your behaviors could be 
“misinterpreted,” fear not. Here is a handy 
list of FAQs about socializing after hours 
with your office’s womenfolk: 

■ I just got to the holiday party and no¬ 
ticed that she looks really nice. Can I tell 


Drink as much or as little 
as you would like. ... If, 
however, drinking causes 
you to assault women, 
stop drinking immediately 
and forever. 

her? 

When deciding what you should and 
shouldn’t say to your female co-worker, 
pretend for a moment that she’s Clark from 
IT. Would you, straight man, tell Clark that 
he looked good? Probably not, but if so, you 
would likely say something along the lines 
of, “That’s a nice blazer, Clark.” You would 
not say, “Wow, someone cleans up nice. You 
look amazing in that blazer, Clark.” Com¬ 
ment on her outfit only if you are genuinely 
interested in said outfit and would be com¬ 
fortable telling this boldface lie to Santa. 

■ She smells really nice, too. Can I tell 
her? 

No. Presumably, you have smelled many 
things throughout the day and didn’t com¬ 
ment on them. This is no different. You 
shouldn’t tell her she smells good for the 
same reason you didn’t walk in the confer¬ 
ence room and ask who farted — you’re an 
adult at work, and adults don’t do that at 
work. 

■ What amount of touching is appropri¬ 
ate at a holiday party? 

Let’s bring Clark back for a minute. 
Would you shake his hand? Yes — hand¬ 
shakes among co-workers are always ap¬ 
propriate. Gentle, congenial shoulder tap? 
Sure. Lingering shoulder tap? Doubtful. 
Lingering shoulder tap with slight rubbing? 
Absolutely not. Any tap below the shoulder 
area? Stop that right now. 

■ So you’re saying I shouldn’t grab her 


by the you-know-what? 

No. Unless you’re the president of the 
United States of America, this will almost 
assuredly cost you your job. 

■ What about drinking? Is it OK? 

After the past 12 months we’ve had, 

drinking is definitely OK. Drink as much or 
as little as you would like, then call an Uber 
as needed. If, however, drinking causes you 
to assault women, stop drinking immedi¬ 
ately and forever. 

■ And what about dancing — is dancing 
OK? 

With very few exceptions, it is almost 
never a good idea to dance at the office holi¬ 
day party these days because even Carol 
in accounting knows how to post a video to 
Facebook. But again, as long as you refrain 
from assaulting anyone while doing so, 
you’re good. 

■ Not to get off track, but might this con¬ 
versation be a bit privileged? With all of the 
violence being committed against women, 
it seems irresponsible to waste this space 
talking about holiday party etiquette. 

This is a great point. Some would say 
this is an ugly symptom of white feminism, 
which has long failed to address — and 
has at times knowingly and systematically 
added to — the struggles faced by women 
of color. 

■ About the after-party: Is it OK to in¬ 
vite women? 

Yes! In fact, it’s more than OK — it’s re¬ 
ally important. As empowering as it’s been 
to see companies finally firing predatory 
creeps, it’s worrisome to think that men 
might simply stop socializing with female 
co-workers. Lunches and happy hours are 
where the real networking happens, and 
women need to be part of these conversa¬ 
tions. So yes, invite them to the after-party, 
have a good time and keep them in mind 
when a great new position arises on your 
team. 

Monica Weymouth is a writer in Pennsylvania. 
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OPINION_ 

Trump puts fact ahead of fiction in Israel 


By Jonah Goldberg 

Tribune News Service 

T he most exhausting thing about 
the Middle East — except for the 
bloodshed, poverty, tyranny, etc. 
— is that it refuses to conform to 
how it’s described in the West. 

It’s like journalists, diplomats and politi¬ 
cians want to announce a football game, but 
the players keep insisting on playing rugby. 
The field looks similar. The scoring isn’t all 
that different. It’s just a different game. But 
don’t tell the gang in the booth. They get fu¬ 
rious when you point out that the facts don’t 
line up with the commentary. 

Consider President Donald Trump’s mo¬ 
mentous (though for now mostly symbolic) 
announcement that the United States will 
recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
Before you can debate whether this was a 
good move, you must acknowledge one glar¬ 
ing fact that the chatterers want to ignore or 
downplay: It’s true. Jerusalem is the capital 
of Israel. The Knesset, Israel’s parliament, 
convenes there. Israelis call it their capital 
for the same reason they claim two plus two 
equals four. It’s just true. 

What makes the decision controversial 
is that everyone had agreed to pretend it 
wasn’t the capital in order to protect “the 
peace process.” 

That’s another term that doesn’t quite 


correspond with reality. There is no peace 
process. Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian 
president finishing the 12th year of his four- 
year term, has refused to meet with the Is¬ 
raelis to discuss anything since early in the 
Obama administration. 

Part of the blame for that, of course, 
belongs with former President Barack 
Obama, who built an entire foreign policy 
around what he wanted to be true rather 
than what was actually going on. Obama 
sought to distance the U.S. from Israel on 
the assumption that Israel was the unrea¬ 
sonably stubborn party in the “peace pro¬ 
cess.” That’s why, on the way out the door, 
the Obama administration broke with prec¬ 
edent and opted not to veto a U.N. Security 
Council resolution declaring East Jerusa¬ 
lem “occupied territory.” 

This implied that, as a matter of interna¬ 
tional law, the Western Wall and the Jewish 
Quarter of Jerusalem really belongs to the 
Palestinians — which is an insane fantasy. 

But denying reality is how this game 
has long been played. In his speech after 
Trump’s announcement, Abbas talked at 
great length about Jerusalem’s history as 
a Muslim and Christian city. He made no 
mention of the fact that it’s also a famously 
Jewish city, having been established as the 
capital of ancient Israel 1,000 years before 
Jesus was born. 

Trump called the move “a recognition of 



Ariel Schalit/AP 

President Donald Trump announced the 
United States will recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. 

reality.” People invested in irreality insist it 
will worsen “the Middle East conflict.” 

Here, too, we have mislabeling. Books are 
dedicated to the Middle East conflict, as if 
the Israel-Palestinian issue is the only con¬ 
flict in the region. Tell that to the hundreds 
of thousands of dead Syrians or the millions 
displaced by the civil war there. Tell it to 
those dying in Yemen, site of a proxy war 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia. 

The Palestinians and their Arab patrons 
insisted to gullible Westerners that the Is¬ 
rael-Palestinian conflict was the source of 
all the region’s problems. Was the Iran-Iraq 
war, which cost more than a million lives, 
a fight over Palestinian statehood? What 
about the Lebanese civil war? Turkey’s 


campaign against the Kurds? 

The only people who bought the idea that 
the Middle East conflict began and ended 
with Israel were those guys in the control 
booth describing the wrong game — i.e., 
Western experts and activists deeply in¬ 
vested in the “peace process.” 

If you’ve dedicated your entire profes¬ 
sional life to a moveable feast that covers 
your airfare and lodging in Paris or Geneva 
while you discuss grave matters, it’s prob¬ 
ably hard not to cling to fictions. 

But those fictions are losing their hold, 
ironically thanks in large part to the Obama 
administration. Obama threw the balance of 
power in the region heavily in Iran’s favor, 
lifting sanctions and giving Iran hundreds 
of billions of dollars. He thought the Irani¬ 
ans would join the community of nations or 
some such twaddle. Instead, they pocketed 
the money and are now on a surer path to a 
nuclear bomb. 

As a result of this new reality, the old 
fictions are a luxury that Iran’s regional 
adversaries can no longer afford. That’s 
why Saudi Arabia, a longtime Palestinian 
patron, has been moving steadily closer to 
Israel: because Israel is a more valuable 
friend in the new Middle East conflict than 
the Palestinians are — or Obama was. 


Jonah Goldberg is an editor-at-large of National 
Review Online and a visiting fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute. 


Senators attach VA caregiver expansion to reform plan 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee has embraced a plan 
from Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
to expand eligibility for Post-9/11 
caregiver benefits to older generations of 
veterans and caregivers, attaching her bill 
to a legislative package whose centerpiece 
— reform of the Choice program — is seen 
as critical for Congress to pass, if not this 
month then by early next year. 

“It is moving with another bill that has a 
lot of member support, so that gives me a 
great deal of hope,” Murray said in a phone 
interview immediately after the commit¬ 
tee voted 14-1 on Nov. 29 to forward its 
omnibus veterans bill, the Caring for Our 
Veterans Act (S 2193), to the full Senate for 
debate and a vote. 

Murray conceded there are still high hur¬ 
dles to clear, including end-of-year budget 
chaos with Republican leaders planning to 
extend the freeze on spending levels from 
fiscal 2017 at least through Dec. 22 to avoid 
a government shutdown. 

Also, the Caring for Our Veterans Act 
carries a five-year price tag of $56 billion, 
including $3.4 billion to expand eligibil¬ 
ity for and to improve caregiver benefits. 
A Choice reform package taking shape in 
the House would cost $15 billion less and 
doesn’t include caregiver benefit expan¬ 
sion, leaving lawmakers with a signifi¬ 
cant disparity to reconcile. Passage of any 
Choice reform legislation before January, 
when the first term of the 115th Congress 
expires, is increasingly unlikely. 

Whether passage occurs in December 
or in the early months of 2018, Murray is 
hopeful that she and Senate colleagues, 
buoyed by strong support of veteran ser¬ 
vice organizations, can keep expansion of 
caregiver benefits part of any final Choice 
reform package that is negotiated with the 
House. 

Even if that strategy succeeds, care¬ 
givers of severely injured veterans from 
earlier wars face at least a year’s wait and 
possibly longer before the first group of 
them gains eligibility for a monthly sti- 
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pend, skill training and other benefits that 
first became available to the Post-9/11 gen¬ 
eration of caregivers six years ago. 

That caregivers of vets from earlier 
wars, including Vietnam and Korea, aren’t 
yet eligible for benefits bestowed on Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq war veterans “is some¬ 
thing I hear about all the time from those 
I call the hidden heroes of this country,” 
Murray said. The caregivers didn’t go to 
war, she added, “but are caring for some¬ 
one who did, who needs that care, and [to 
provide it] they give up so much. To know 
we are moving forward to expand [ben¬ 
efits] to veterans of all ages, and to expand 
some services I know are so critical, is a 
great first step.” 

Replacing Choice. The foundation of 
the Caring for Our Veterans Act, however, 
is provisions to replace the flawed 2014 
Choice program, which Congress rushed 
to enact amid a VA patient wait-time scan¬ 
dal. It was meant to give veterans greater 
access to private-sector care if their waits 
for VA care are longer than 30 days or in¬ 
volved one-way trips longer than 40 miles. 

The Senate committee, led by Chairman 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., and ranking Dem¬ 
ocrat Jon Tester, of Montana, has endorsed 
the Choice replacement plan that Veterans 
Affairs Secretary David Shulkin and staff 
shaped over the past year. It would scrap 
wait-time and mileage triggers for auto¬ 
matic access to non-VA community health 
care. Instead, each VA-enrolled patient 
would be assigned to a VA primary care 
provider who would be responsible for all 
referrals, including to non-VA care, based 
on clinical needs and after consulting with 
the patient. 

The reform plan, which VA calls the 
CARE — for Coordinated Access & Re¬ 
warding Experiences — Act, also would 
consolidate seven “community care” pro¬ 
grams down to one, strengthen partner¬ 
ships with non-VA providers and state and 
federal departments, improve payment 


processes and information sharing with 
private-sector providers, and build out 
high-performing civilian provider net¬ 
works across the country to support the 
VA in giving veterans timely, quality care 
when the VA cannot. 

The plan also would authorize the VA to 
negotiate with a commercial retailer like 
Walgreens or CVS to offer veterans access 
to walk-in clinics for treatment of minor 
injuries or illnesses. Shulkin said the first 
two visits per year would be free for vet¬ 
erans with service-connected conditions, 
with other veterans paying the same co-pay 
they do at the VA. After two visits, veterans 
with service-connected conditions would 
see a modest co-pay and others would pay 
more than they do for VA care. 

Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., chairman of the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, un¬ 
veiled his own plan to replace Choice in 
late October. His bill VA Care in the Com¬ 
munity Act (HR 4242) would be similar to 
the Senate plan but doesn’t support a net¬ 
work of commercially run walk-in clinics. 

As the two chambers move to adopt a 
final Choice reform plan, the VA has con¬ 
firmed reports that it, the White House 
and the Department of Defense are con¬ 
sidering having veterans use the Tricare 
networks of civilian health care providers 
that the military relies on to support its 
own medical system. The Trump admin¬ 
istration sees significant potential savings 
from a merger of networks. 

The issue wasn’t discussed at the Senate 
committee hearing late last month nor by 
the House Committee when Roe unveiled 
his own Choice reform bill. 

In recent months these committees 
seemed intent on having a replacement 
plan for Choice approved this month, given 
that funds for Choice are to run out by 
early January. The goal now appears to 
be to keep Choice operating through 2018 
with a fresh appropriation of as much as 
$4 billion. That would give the House and 
Senate months longer to reconcile plans to 
replace Choice and perhaps consider what 
role Tricare networks might play in any 
final design. 


Caregiver expansion. So far only the 
Senate bill of Choice reforms includes lan¬ 
guage to expand eligibility for caregiver 
benefits. But Murray and caregiver advo¬ 
cates note that both Isakson and ranking 
Democrat Tester gave the caregiver provi¬ 
sions a strong endorsement in marking up 
their bill last week. 

The House committee didn’t hold a hear¬ 
ing this year on a companion caregiver bill 
introduced by Rep. James Langevin, D- 
R.I., but it has 82 co-sponsors. 

Under these bills, caregiver benefits 
couldn’t be expanded to older generations 
until the VA certifies it has modernized its 
information technology sufficiently to sup¬ 
port a bigger program. That could take at 
least a year. 

Benefits then would be extended first to 
caregivers of veterans severely injured in 
the line of duty on or before May 7, 1975, 
which would include the Vietnam War and 
earlier conflicts. If that expansion runs 
well, two years later eligibility for the pro¬ 
gram would be opened to veterans with 
severe injuries incurred in the line of duty 
from May 8,1975, through Sept. 10, 2001. 

More than 22,000 Post-9/11 veterans are 
currently eligible for benefits. The Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office estimated last 
year that 20,000 more veterans would ben¬ 
efit from caregiver benefits in the first year 
of stage one expansion. That would grow to 
roughly 44,000 more in three years. With 
stage two expansion, 29,000 more veterans 
with caregivers, including Persian Gulf 
War vets, would gain access. 

CBO estimated the average cost to the 
VA per participant at $30,000 a year when 
planned improvements to legal and finan¬ 
cial advice services are considered. Mur¬ 
ray’s provisions also would seek to improve 
stipend calculations to more fully include 
observations of caregivers on the time they 
spend providing daily care. “There are a 
lot of caregivers who are absolutely count¬ 
ing on this,” Murray said. “It’s survival for 
them and it’s what we owe them.” 


Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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/ MY PARENTS ARE 
-. cX-V, / ON ME TO WRITE OP 
j ~ -~A; [ A WISH UST FOR 

C 6 bb \ SANTA CEAUS. 

f 1 TOLD THEM l’D BE 
SKIPPING THAT BIT 
THIS YEAR. 





THAT OUGHT To 
mt OFF SOME OF 
THE PRESSURE 
To BEHAVE. 





THE MAPS WE ALL USE 
_ PISTORT THE SIZES OF THE 
i COUNTRIES. THE SIZES ARE 
° WAY OFF. THAT SITE LETS 
YOU PRAG COUNTRIES 
AROUNP TO SEE HOW BIS 
THEY REALLY ARE- 



TURNS OUT JAPAN'S AS 
BIS AS THE ENTIRE EAST 
COAST OF THE U-S- BRAZIL 
IS ALMOST AS BIG AS THE 
UNITEP STATES. ALL OF 
AFRICA IS BIGGER THAN 
THE U.S., INPIA, WESTERN 
EUROPE, ARGENTINA ANP 
CHINA COMBINE?. 



* SAME PRINCIPLE WORKS 
£ FOR MONEY. IF YOU PRAG 
U MY SEEMINGLY TINY BANK 
1 ACCOUNT AROUNP THE 
GLOBE, I'M ACTUALLY 
SUPER RICH. 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Hotel worker 
5 Jazzy style 
8 June honorees 
12 Rose Bowl city 

14 Stretches (out) 

15 Burr’s duel victim 

16 Ale measure 

17 Bro’s kin 

18 Sullies 
20 Ancient 

manuscript 

23 Stylish 

24 Hertz rival 

25 Country singer 
Blake 

28 Bit of wit 

29 Head lights? 

30 Victory sign 
32 Explosive 

measure 

34 Equipment 

35 Pudding variety 

36 After-dinner 
remarks? 

37 Santa’s ride 
40— polloi 

41 Impudent 

42 Alberta’s capital 

47 Brewer’s kiln 

48 Observed from 
the sidelines 

49 Yon folks 

50 “Mayday!” 

51 Tennis legend 
Arthur 

12-11 


DOWN 

1 Speedometer 
stat 

2 Small 
battery 

3 Belief 

4 Speakers’ 
platforms 

5 Wagers 

6 Music’s Yoko 

7 Temple of 
the gods 

8 Portray 

9 Related 

10 Fender bender 

11 Bygone fliers 
13 Nero’s 559 

19 Has a bug 

20 Bottle top 

21 Egg 

22 Eat in style 

23 Daphnis’ love 

Answer to 


25 Messenger 
bags 

26 Done with 

27 Tide type 
29 Reagan 

Cabinet 

member 

31 Hosp. sections 

33 Fearless 

34 Papua New — 

36 Library loan 

37 Espy 

38 Wife of Jacob 

39 Gaelic 

40 Med. plan 
options 

43 “Cock-a- 
doodle—!” 

44 QB’s goals 

45 La-la 
lead-in 

46 SSW opposite 

Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


BWBPQSA V A L W WJ 
YLMHAQN XPAYPEDHWUM 



VCSV MVSAAHE LU YSUN 

WQE MCWAV JLQYM: VCH 

VCAHH MXAWWDHM. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF A SOLDIER MAKES 
PLANS TO SWAP ONE CLEAVER FOR ANOTHER, 
WHAT WILL HE DO? SWITCH ARMY KNIVES. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals T 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&R Block in Mainz Kastel is 
looking for an experienced full 
time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons@hrblock.com. 


the KMCC Mall on Ramsteir 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr 
Clemons 06145-5490684 01 

eclemons@hrblock.com. 


Travel_1000 


"Xmas in Garmisch!" 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T 

New England 10 2 0 


College basketball 

1 

College football 

1 

Soccer 


Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


Philadelphia 
Dallas 
Washington 
N.Y. Giants 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Minnesota 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Chicago 


3 9 0 

West 


Pet PF PA 

833 348 223 
500 227 283 
417 266 288 
417 209 298 

667 266 282 
667 299 178 
333 296 309 
250 205 330 

833 281 213 
583 280 207 
417 219 238 
000 176 308 

500 303 274 
500 268 212 
500 249 278 
250 206 315 


833 361 215 
500 286 284 
417 272 314 
167 189 291 

692 370 263 
667 269 238 
615 294 261 
333 243 288 

833 285 204 
500 314 308 
500 258 281 
250 191 267 


L.A. Rams . _ 

Seattle 8 4 

Arizona 5 7 

San Francisco 2 10 . _ 

Thursday’s game 
Atlanta 20, New Orleans 17 


750 361 222 
667 290 222 
417 219 310 
167 202 298 


Oakland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at Houston 
Minnesota at Carolina 
Chicago at Cincinnati 
Green Bay at Cleveland 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Indianapolis at Buffalo 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 
Washington at L.A. Chargers 
Tennessee at Arizona 
N.Y. Jets at Denver 
Seattle at Jacksonville 
Philadelphia at L.A. Rams 
Baltimore at Pittsburgh 

Monday’s game 
New England at Miami 

Thursday, Dec. 14 
Denver at Indianapolis 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Chicago at Detroit 
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
Philadelphia at N.Y Giants 
Cincinnati at Minnesota 
Houston at Jacksonville 
Arizona at Washington 
N.Y. Jets at New Orleans 
Miami at Buffalo 
Green Bay at Carolina 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
L.A. Rams at Seattle 
New England at Pittsburgh 
Tennessee at San Francisco 
Dallas at Oakland 

Monday, Dec. 18 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Claimed 
LHP Henry Owens off waivers from Bos- 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHICAGO BULLS - Recalled Gs Kay 
Felder and Zach LaVine from Windy City 
(NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Placed CB 
Adam “Pacman” Jones on injured re¬ 
serve. Signed CB Tony McRae from the 
practice squad. 

DETROIT LIONS - Activated G Joe Dahl 
from reserve-injured. Waived S Rolan 
Milligan. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned G 
Marek Langhamer to Kometa Brno (Ex- 
traliga-Czech Republic). 

COLLEGE 

MISSOURI - Etended the contract of 
football coach Barry Odom through the 
2022-23 season. 

TEXAS — Named Chris Del Conte ath¬ 
letic director. 


Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 74, Siena 69 
Binghamton 77, Loyola (Md.) 64 
Boston College 89, Duke 84 
Brown 89, Mass.-Lowell 75 
Buffalo 88, Central Penn 54 
Duquesne 97, Delaware St. 48 
Fordham 78, Iona 48 
Georgetown 83, NC A&T 74 
Hofstra 88, Rider 82 
Lehigh 75, Mount St. Mary’s 60 
Maine 64, Dartmouth 51 
New Hampshire 68, Manhattan 55 
Northeastern 71, Vermont 67 
Notre Dame 92, Delaware 68 
Penn St. 74, George Washington 54 
Pittsburgh 74, UNC Wilmington 55 
Princeton 60, Quinnipiac 46 
Rutgers 92, Fairleigh Dickinson 54 
Sacred Heart 62, Lafayette 50 
Seton Hall 90, VCU 67 
St. Bonaventure 75, Yale 67 
St. John’s 81, James Madison 64 
Stetson 79, Marist 76 
Syracuse 72, Colgate 58 
Temple 81, Saint Joseph’s 78 
Towson 78, UMBC 65 
UConn 72, Coppin St. 59 
UMass 72, Providence 63 
SOUTH 

Alice Lloyd 92, Brescia 87, OT 
Auburn 85, UAB 80 
Bellarmine 93, Midway 49 
Brevard 68, Berea 62, OT 
Carson-Newman 109, Coker 86 
Clemson 81, Samford 59 
Florida 66, Cincinnati 60 
Freed-Hardeman 80, Bethel (Tenn.) 79 
Furman 101, SC State 72 
George Mason 77, NC Central 65 
Georgia Southern 102, Savannah St. 

)1 

Georgia St. 71, Montana 68 
Howard 72, St. Francis Brooklyn 69 
III.-Springfield 81, Kentucky St. 69 
Jacksonville 89, Florida National 51 
Jacksonville St. 75, Louisiana-Monroe 

56 

Kentucky 93, Monmouth (NJ) 76 
Louisiana Tech 91, Jackson St. 62 
Louisville 71, Indiana 62 
Maryland 82, Gardner-Webb 60 
Maryville (Tenn.) 90, Piedmont 77 
Memphis 90, Bryant 72 
Mercer 82, Florida A&M 64 
Mississippi 66, South Alabama 59 
Mississippi St. 95, North Georgia 62 
NC State 88, UMKC 69 
Old Dominion 88, Bowling Green 46 
Radford 76, Erskine 49 
Rose-Hulman 81, Transylvania 75 
South Carolina 80, Coastal Carolina 78 
Tenn. Wesleyan 78, St. Andrews 75 
Tennessee 81, Lipscomb 71 
Thomas More 81, Chatham 58 
Troy 130, Montevallo 50 
UCF 76, Southern U. 60 
VMI 81, Longwood 70 
Westminster (Mo.) 67, Spalding 64 
Wofford 104, Johnson & Wales (NC) 45 
MIDWEST 

Adrian 86, Wis. Lutheran 73 

Akron 94, Appalachian St. 89 

Ashland 86, Davenport 65 

Augsburg 79, Loras 78 

Augustana (III.) 70, Carthage 61 

Augustana (SD) 77, Mary 62 

Aurora 90, Lakeland 76 

Ball St. 71, Valparaiso 70 

Bemidji St. 82, Minn. St.-Moorhead 81 

Bethany Lutheran 65, St. Scholastica 

52 

Bethel (Minn.) 81, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 

50 

Butler 95, Youngstown St. 67 
Carleton 101, Macalester 76 
Cent. Michigan 74, Tennessee Tech 69 
Concordia (Wis.) 72, Dominican (III.) 

61 

Cornerstone 74, Madonna 67 

Creighton 75, Nebraska 65 

DePaul 65, UIC 55 

Drake 93, Omaha 74 

E. Michigan 80, Central St. (Ohio) 65 

Edgewood 83, Marian (Wis.) 60 

Evansville 65, Canisius 58 

Ferris St. 81, Saginaw Valley St. 45 

Gustavus 65, Hamline 59 

Houston 77, Saint Louis 58 

Indiana St. 79, Indianapolis 75 

Kalamazoo 66, Case Western 64 

Lake Superior St. 92, Northwood 

(Mich.) 76 

Loyola of Chicago 80, Norfolk St. 52 
Luther 99, Crown (Minn.) 96 
Marquette 82, Wisconsin 63 
Martin Luther 72, Northland 67 
Miami (Ohio) 81, Fort Wayne 73 
Michigan 78, UCLA 69, OT 
Michigan St. 88, S. Utah 63 
Michigan-Dearborn 80, Concordia 

(Mich.) 77, OT 

Milwaukee Engineering 64, Rockford 

60 

Minn. St.-Mankato 86, Upper Iowa 83 
Minn.-Morris 81, Wis.-Superior 72 
Minot St. 69, Wayne (Neb.) 68 
Missouri 100, Green Bay 77 
Murray St. 78, Illinois St. 72 
N. Dakota St. 88, North Dakota 79 
N. Illinois 61, CCSU 55 
N. Michigan 71, Grand Valley St. 68 
Northern St. (SD) 76, Minn.-Crookston 

64 

Northwestern (Minn.) 70, North Cen¬ 
tral (Minn.) 58 

Oakland 82, Chicago St. 50 
Ohio St. 97, William & Mary 62 
Penn 78, Dayton 70 
Rio Grande 73, UC Irvine 59 
SE Missouri 75, S. Illinois 69 
SW Minnesota St. 82, St. Cloud St. 59 
Siena Heights 78, Lawrence Tech 58 
Sioux Falls 91, Minn. Duluth 66 
South Dakota 66, CS Bakersfield 50 
Spring Arbor 71, Albion 56 
St. John’s (Minn.) 72, St. Olaf 46 
St. Norbert 61, Cornell (Iowa) 51 
Toledo 65, Cleveland St. 56 


Tulsa 61, Kansas St. 54 
W. Illinois 90, Milwaukee 69 
W. Michigan 87, Detroit 79 
Wayne (Mich.) 58, Tiffin 56 
Winona St. 77, Concordia (St.P.) 59 
Wis.-Oshkosh 79, Calvin 74 
Wis.-Parkside 103, Robert Morris-Peo- 
ria 57 

Wis.-River Falls 71, St. Thomas (Minn.) 


57 


Wis.-Stevens Pt. 91, Hope 77 
Wright St. 63, Kent St. 54 
Xavier 96, Colorado 69 

SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 72, Texas St. 68 
Arkansas 95, Minnesota 79 
Arkansas St. 90, Henderson St. 76 
Baylor 105, Randall 82 
Cent. Arkansas 69, UALR 54 
Florida Gulf Coast 85, Texas-Arlington 

’8 

Lamar 112, Howard Payne 56 
North Texas 85, McNeese St. 47 
Oklahoma 79, South Florida 74 
Stephen F. Austin 81, Rice 62 
TCU 84, Nevada 80 
Texas A&M 73, Prairie View 53 
Texas Southern 56, Northwestern St. 
13 

Wichita St. 78, Oklahoma St. 66 
FAR WEST 
Arizona 88, Alabama 82 
Boise St. 77, Sacramento St. 54 
Cal St.-Fullerton 91, Utah Valley 83 
California 63, San Diego St. 62 
Corban 124, Northwest Indian 84 
Denver 84, SC-Upstate 69 
Evergreen St. 65, Linfield 55 
Fresno St. 83, Cal Poly 63 
Grand Canyon 87, Grambling St. 53 
Idaho St. 73, NW Nazarene 57 
Lewis-Clark St. 93, Walla Walla 56 
Long Beach St. 78, Pepperdine 71 
Loyola Marymount 74, CS Northridge 
>7 

New Mexico St. 65, New Mexico 62 
Oregon St. 85, Ark.-Pine Bluff 58 
Portland 64, San Jose St. 55 
Portland St. 87, Santa Clara 84 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 97, Seattle 73 
San Diego 79, N. Arizona 51 
UC Davis 86, William Jessup 52 
UC Santa Barbara 91, Montana St. 69 
Utah 77, Utah St. 67 
Weber St. 62, Air Force 52 
Wyoming 86, Pacific 72 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 78, Siena 63 
American U. 66, Denver 53 
Buffalo 65, Columbia 63 
Duquesne 66, Akron 60 
Fairleigh Dickinson 60, Mass.-Lowell 
il 

Fordham 78, Iona 48 

Holy Cross 64, Vermont 53 

Maine 64, Dartmouth 51 

Marist 80, Boston U. 52 

Mount St. Mary’s 82, Rider 78 

New Hampshire 68, Manhattan 55 

Notre Dame 66, Penn 54 

Pittsburgh 74, UNC-Wilmington 55 

Princeton 60, Quinnipiac 46 

Robert Morris 63, Lafayette 42 

Sacred Heart 78, Providence 75 

St. Bonaventure 65, Penn St. 62 

St. Francis (Pa.) 79, Youngstown St. 65 

St. John’s 81, James Madison 64 

Syracuse 72, Drexel 62 

Towson 76, Loyola (Md.) 67 

Yale 75, CCSU 62 

SOUTH 

Auburn 65, Southern U. 47 
George Mason 64, E. Kentucky 41 
Howard 72, St. Francis Brooklyn 69 
Indiana 67, N. Kentucky 56 
Louisville 80, Middle Tennessee 26 
Memphis 64, UAB 62 
Mississippi 66, South Alabama 59 
SC-Upstate 63, SC State 44 
Samford 59, Auburn-Montgomery 46 
Tennessee St. 93, Fisk 48 
Troy 130, Montevallo 50 
W. Illinois 81, Austin Peay 68 
Wake Forest 92, Md.-Eastern Shore 50 
Wofford 73, Winthrop 68 
MIDWEST 

Cent. Michigan 77, Indiana St. 67 
Iowa 85, Ark.-Pine Bluff 45 
Miami (Ohio) 58, Jacksonville St. 55 
Michigan St. 82, Rhode Island 38 
Nebraska 89, Drake 84 
North Dakota 79, N. Dakota St. 68 
S. Dakota St. 76, Bowling Green 44 
South Dakota 66, CS Bakersfield 50 
Toledo 65, Cleveland St. 56 
Wichita St. 72, UMKC 63 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 88, Howard Payne 

16 

North Texas 70, La Salle 44 
Oklahoma 79, South Florida 74 
Rice 60, Incarnate Word 43 
Texas A&M 72, Cent. Arkansas 61 
Texas Southern 56, Northwestern St. 
13 

FAR WEST 

BYU 77, Utah 68 

CS Northridge 75, Loyola Marymount 

>8 

Cal Poly 89, N. Arizona 73 
Idaho St. 64, Hawaii 62 
Montana St. 59, Stephen F. Austin 54 
Nevada 74, Seattle 65 
Oregon 98, S. Utah 38 
Portland St. 63, Northwest University 
i0 

UC Davis 74, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 50 
UNLV52, Gonzaga 50 
Utah Valley 61, Utah St. 43 
Weber St. 62, Air Force 52 
Wyoming 70, Idaho 64 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Army 14, Navy 13 

MIDWEST 

Mount Union 43, Wis.-Oshkosh 40 
N. Dakota St. 42, Wofford 10 
S. Dakota St. 56, New Hampshire 14 
SOUTHWEST 

Mary Hardin-Baylor 24, Brockport 0 
Sam Houston State 34, Kennesaw 
State 27 

Texas A&M Commerce 31, Harding 17 


MLS playoffs 


FCS playoffs 


Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 8 

James Madison 31, Weber State 28 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10 
South Dakota State 56, New Hamp¬ 
shire 14 

Sam Houston State 34, Kennesaw 
State 27 

Semifinals 

Friday, Dec. 15 or Saturday, Dec. 16 

James Madison (13-0) vs. South Da¬ 
kota State (11-2) 

Sam Houston State (12-1) vs. North 
Dakota State (12-1) 

Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

Semifinal winners 

Division II playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 9 

West Florida 27, Indiana (Pa.) 17 
Texas A&M-Commerce 31, Harding 17 

Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Kansas City, Kan. 

West Florida (11-3) vs. Texas A&M- 
Commerce (13-1) 

Division III playoffs 

Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 9 

Mount Union 43, Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
40 

Mary Hardin-Baylor 24, Brockport 0 

Championship 
Friday, Dec. 15 
At Salem, Va. 

Mount Union (14-0) vs. Mary Hardin- 
Baylor (14-0) 

Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T (11-0) vs. Grambling St. (11-1) 

New Orleans Bowl 

North Texas (9-4) vs. Troy (10-2) 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State (6-5) vs. Western Ken¬ 
tucky (6-6), 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State (10-3) vs. Oregon (7-5) 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Colorado State (7-5) vs. Marshall (7-5) 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Arkansas State (7-3) vs. Middle Ten¬ 
nessee (6-6) 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
Akron (7-6) vs. FAU (10-3) 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech (6-6) vs. SMU (7-5) 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple (6-6) vs. FIU (8-4) 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 

Ohio (8-4) vs. UAB (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Central Michigan (7-5) vs. Wyoming 
(7-5) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

S. Florida (9-2) vs. Texas Tech (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

San Diego State (10-2) vs. Army (8-3) 

Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian St. (8-4) vs. Toledo (11-2) 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 

Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6) 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 


Conference Championships 
Home-and-home 
Eastern Conference 

Toronto 0, Columbus 0, tie 

Second leg 

Toronto 1, Columbus 0, Toronto ad¬ 
vances on 1-0 aggregate 

Western Conference 
First leg 

Seattle 2, Houston 0 

Second leg 

Seattle 3, Houston 0, Seattle advances 
on 5-0 aggregate 

MLS Cup 

Saturday, Dec. 9: Toronto 2, Seattle 0 

Saturday 
MLS Cup 

Toronto FC 2, Sounders 0 

Seattle 0 0-0 

Toronto 0 2—2 

Second half—1, Toronto, Altidore 
16 (Giovinco), 67th minute. 2, Toronto, 
Vazquez 9, 94th. 

Goalies—Seattle, Stefan Frei; Toronto, 
Alexander Bono. 

Yellow Cards—Vazquez, Toronto, 
95th. 

A—30,584 (30,584) 


College hockey 


Saturday’s game 


St. Michael’s 3, Castleton 2 
Northeastern 5, Boston College 2 
Boston U. 9, UMass-Lowell 3 
Canisius 8, Niagara 2 
Bentley 5, Dartmouth 1 
Army 4, New Hampshire 3 
Penn St. 7, Robert Morris 4 
RIT 4, Providence 0 
Maine 5, Quinnipiac 3 
Yale 2, Sacred Heart 1 
Clarkson 4, St. Lawrence 2 
Union (N.Y.) 4, Holy Cross 2 
Brown 2, Vermont 2, OT 
MIDWEST 

N. Michigan 6, Bemidji St. 2 
Bowling Green 3, Ala.-Huntsville 1 
Minnesota St. 7, Lake Superior St. 0 
Michigan Tech 5, Ferris St. 1 
Ohio St. 4, Minnesota 1 
Minn.-Duluth 4, Omaha 4, OT 
St. Cloud St. 3, North Dakota 1 
W. Michigan 4, Miami (Ohio) 3, OT 
Notre Dame 6, Wisconsin 2 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 4, Princeton 3, OT 
Denver 1, Colorado College 1, OT 


Joburg Open 

Saturday 

Randpark Golf Club 
Johannesburg 

f-Firethorn Course: 7,595 yards, par-72 
b-Bushwillow Course: 7,114 yards, 

Third Round 

Played on Firethorn Course 

Shubhankar Sharma, India 69f-61b-65-195 
C. Blomstrand, Sweden 70f-68b-62-200 
Erik van Rooyen, S.Africa 64b-67f-70-201 
James Morrison, England 64b-70f-67-201 
Marcus Armitage, England 69b-66f-67-202 
Tapio Pulkkanen, Finland 66b-64f-73-202 

J. B. Hansen, Denmark 66f-67b-71-204 

Steven Brown, England 68b-65f-71-204 
Oliver Bekker, South Africa 66f-70b-68-204 
C.Bezauidenhout, S.Africa 69b-69f-66-204 
Ross McGowan, England 66b-72f-66-204 
Charlie Ford, England 70b-64f-71-205 

Haydn Porteous, S. Africa 69f-70b-66-205 
Choi Jinho, South Korea 69f-66b-70-205 

K. Johannessen, Norway 70f-65b-70-205 
Daniel Greene, South Africa 70b-68f-67-205 
Shaun Norris, South Africa 69f-68b-68-205 
Matt Wallace, England 73b-65f-67-205 
Hennie Otto, South Africa 70f-68b-67-205 

QBE Shootout 

Saturday 

At Tiburon Golf Club 
Naples, Fla. 

Purse: $3.3 million 
Yardage: 7,382; Par: 72 
Second Round 

S. Lowry/Graeme McDowell 62-64-126 -18 
Steve Stricker/Sean O’Hair 57-69-126 -18 
B. Steele/Keegan Bradley 58-70-128 -16 
Lexi Thompson/Tony Finau 63-66-129 -15 
Pat Perez/Brian Harman 62-68-130 -14 
Billy Horschel/Jason Dufner 61-69-130 -14 
Kevin Kisner/Kevin Chappell 61-70-131 -13 
Gary Woodland/Daniel Berger61-70-131 -13 
B. Watson/Brandt Snedeker 59-72-131 -13 
Kyle Stanley/Russell Henley 63-69-132 -12 
Matt Kuchar/Harris English 63-72-135 -9 
Z. Johnson/Charley Hoffman 65-70-135 -9 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 13 

At Brisbane, Australia, Jeff Horn vs. 
Gary Corcoran, 12, for WBO welterweight 
title; Nathaniel May vs. Aelio Mesquita, 10, 
featherweights; Rohan Murdock vs. Apti 
Ustarkhanov, 10, super middleweights. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DQDEA EUROPE 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Notable events before monthlong break 


T he final weekend of DODEA 
Europe sports in 2017 featured 
highly competitive wrestling 
brackets, a historic marksman¬ 
ship meet and key basketball matchups 
with postseason implications. Save for 
a few weekday basketball games and 
non-sanctioned holiday events, DODEA 
Europe athletics goes on hiatus for the 
holidays until the weekend of Jan. 12. 
Alconbury: The Dragons hosted five 
Western Conference op¬ 
ponents in a marksman¬ 
ship meet Saturday. The 
event represented the 
first time a full DODEA- 
Europe conference match was held in 
the United Kingdom. 

AFNORTH: The Lions recorded a 
36-28 girls basketball 
win over Benelux rival 
SHAPE on Friday. Mi- 
lahni Wilkerson led the 
way with a 10-point, 13- 
ble-double. 

A pair of double-double 
performances gave the 
Cougars a key Division 
III boys basketball win on 
Saturday. Kevin Kamara 
totaled 28 points and 
10 rebounds and Ogden Andrew pro¬ 
duced 19 points and 10 rebounds in 
Ansbach’s 55-30 rout of Brussels. 
Aviano: The Saints are the defend¬ 
ing Division II European 
wrestling champions, and 
on Saturday they proved 
they’re a strong contend¬ 
er to repeat. Five Aviano 
wrestlers won their weight divisions 
Saturday as the home team comfort¬ 
ably topped Naples, Sigonella, Vicenza 
and Rota. 

Baumholder: The small Bucs wres¬ 
tling squad faced a huge 
numbers disadvantage 
in Saturday’s wrestling 
meet at Kaiserslautern, 
but it refused to be over¬ 
looked entirely. Brandon Perales took 
first place at 170 pounds to produce 
the Division III program’s top highlight. 

Black Forest Academy: The Fal¬ 
cons took a girls basketball loss Friday 
at Wiesbaden but responded with re¬ 
markable ferocity the next day. Grace 
Wettstone totaled a game-high 14 
points and added eight rebounds in a 
decisive 43-16 rout of the Warriors. 
Brussels: The Brigands used a big 
fourth quarter to put 
away girls basketball host 
Ansbach on Saturday. 
Brussels outscored the 
Cougars 18-6 in the final 
quarter of its 28-20 victory. 








William HowARD/Stars and Stripes 


Wiesbaden’s James Wagenblast steadies in the prone to fire 10 shots during the first marksmanship 
match at RAF Alconbury, England, on Saturday. Wagenblast finished in eighth place with a score of 268. 


Hohenfels: A strong all-around ef¬ 
fort by Maddie Black led 
the Tigers to a 32-25 
girls basketball defeat of 
Brussels on Friday. Black 
compiled 12 points, nine 
rebounds and four blocked shots in the 
victory. 

Kaiserslautern: The Raiders proved 
the most precise of the six 
teams gathered for Satur¬ 
day’s debut marksman¬ 
ship meet at Alconbury. 
Jazmyn Taylor edged 
teammate Victoria Jackson 282-8 to 
282-7 to claim individual honors along 
with the team victory for the Raiders. 

Lakenheath: The Lancers earned 
a signature girls basket¬ 
ball win Friday with a 
49-46 defeat of visiting 
Ramstein. The outcome 
produced Ramstein’s first 
loss of the season and Lakenheath’s 
first victory. 

Naples: The Wildcats entered the 
weekend as a potential 
threat to Division I girls 
basketball champ Stutt¬ 
gart, and ended it as a 
confirmed one. Naples 
beat the Panthers 39-35 on Saturday 
to stay undefeated and confirm its spot 
among the division’s contenders. 

Ramstein: The defending Division I 
boys basketball champi¬ 
on Royals captured their 
elusive first win on Friday 
with a 65-42 defeat of 
Lakenheath, then made 
it a streak on Saturday with a 44-41 
win over the Lancers. The Royals en¬ 
tered the holidays at 2-2 after losses to 
divisional rivals Wiesbaden and Kaiser¬ 
slautern earlier in December. 

Rota: The Admirals competed Satur¬ 
day at Aviano in the first 
of two regular-season 
wrestling meets they’ll at¬ 
tend this winter. Sopho¬ 
more Phillip Rivera won 
all of his matches to headline a solid 
season debut for the program. 

SHAPE: The Spartans knocked off 
Benelux rival AFNORTH in a pair of im¬ 
pressive showings Friday and Saturday. 
Chandler Squire scored a game-high 
28 points in Friday’s 62-53 win and 
notched 18 points in Saturday’s 58-35 
rout. 

Sigonella: The Jaguars were the only 
team in Saturday’s five- 
school wrestling meet to 
field a squad in the single 
digits, but that didn’t keep 
them from making an im¬ 
pact. Munro Manning, Jacob Payne 
and Joe Perroni each won all of their 
matches as the Jaguars placed third. 


Spangdahlem: The Sentinels took a 
combined four boys and girls basket¬ 
ball games from visiting Alconbury over 
the weekend. The Spangdahlem boys 
won 53-26 and 42-25, while the girls 
earned 30-18 and 41-19 decisions. 


Stuttgart: The Panthers emerged 
as the premier team in 
the weekend’s four-team 
Division I boys basketball 
meet at Vicenza. Stutt¬ 
gart edged the host Cou¬ 


gars 53-52 on Friday, then dismantled 
Naples 52-35 on Saturday. 

Vicenza: Amy Silbaugh starred on 
both sides of the ball as 
the Cougars beat Vilseck 
31-26 in a Division I girls 
basketball matchup Sat¬ 
urday. Silbaugh scored a 
game-high 11 points and spearheaded 
the defense with eight steals. 

Vilseck: The Falcons finished a 
strong second in the 
seven-school wrestling 
meet they hosted Satur¬ 
day. Three Vilseck wres¬ 
tlers won their respective 
weight class, including 
Jonathan Alvarado at 113 pounds, 
Phoenix Blumenshine at 152 and Juan 
Oestereich at 220. 

Wiesbaden: The Warriors remain 
undefeated on the boys 
basketball season after 
63-27 and 55-36 de¬ 
feats of Black Forest over 
the weekend. Wiesbaden 
is one of the busier teams in Europe 
over the next week, taking on Kaiser¬ 
slautern on Tuesday in a regular-season 
showdown and hosting a holiday tour¬ 
nament Dec. 16-18 that won’t count in 
the DODEA-Europe standings. 

— Stars and Stripes 
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Lakenheath’s Jacob Brown, left, takes Ramstein’s Xavier Woodard to 
the mat during a match at Vogelweh, Germany, on Saturday. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA PACIFIC/MLS 

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Lee shines for Falcons 


YONGSAN GARRISON, South Korea 

C elebrate birthday. Get first win 
of the season. What a nice 
way for coach Steve Boyd to 
fete his 65th. 

Caleb Lee, the lone returner on Far 
East Division I boys champion Seoul 
American, had 21 points, six rebounds, 
four steals and three assists Saturday 
to help the Falcons edge Daegu 45-44 
l on Saturday. 

Boyd could have made 
I a big deal of it being his 
birthday, but he said he 
' insisted on not saying 
anything to his players until after the 
game. “I didn’t want to put any extra 
pressure on them,” he said. 

Boyd sounded particularly pleased 
with the performance by Lee, a 5-foot- 
7 sophomore guard. "He had a pretty 
big game, perhaps his best game over¬ 
all," Boyd said. 

Though part of the team that won 
Seoul American’s fourth D-l title last 
February, Boyd said Lee “didn’t get a 
whole lot of experience” playing behind 
several senior guards. “So this year, I’ve 
put a lot of responsibility on his shoul¬ 
ders,” Boyd said. 

The Falcons, who entered Saturday’s 
game 0-3, trailed by four after one pe¬ 
riod but rallied and pushed ahead by 
nine points entering the final period. 
The Warriors came back and led by a 
point with 31 seconds left. 

“Daegu hit a couple of threes that got 
them right back in it,” Boyd said. “We 
just happened to be where we needed 
to be" at the end. 

And the game may not have ended 
yet; Daegu coach Blake Sims filed a 
protest, claiming that the official scorer 
failed to record two points that might 
have made the Warriors a winner. It 
was not known when a ruling might 
take place. 

Humphreys: For the first time in the 
school’s five-year history, 
the Blackhawks won all 
three of their duals in a 
DODEA Korea four-way 
competition. Humphreys 
won 28-9, 31-9 and 29-20 over 
Daegu, Osan and Seoul American. 
Peter Teachout led the way with two 
pins at 135 pounds. 

; Reigning Far East tourna- 

I ment Outstanding Wres¬ 
tler Hunter Lane showed 
he hasn’t lost a step in his 
regular-season debut. The 
senior 158-pounder won 
twice by technical fall for the Warriors, 
who edged Osan 14-11 and lost 39-11 
to Seoul and 28-9 to Humphreys. 
Osan: While the Cougars went win- 
. ■ less as a team at Daejeon, 
the brothers VanHoose 
I performed solidly. Reign- 
I ing Far East champion 

- M Kojiro won twice by pin 

and Hunter, a runner-up last year, went 
2-1, winning twice by technical fall fol¬ 
lowing a loss by tech fall to Lane. 
Kinnick: Red Devils wrestling won 
I five weight classes at 
CAJ, Devoney Stanley 
(135), Mason Smith 

(141), Jacob Castro 

1 (148), Darius Swenson 
(158) and Connor Joley (heavyweight), 
but Kinnick came in second behind its 
biggest rival St. Mary’s 99-96. 



Sarah DoYLE/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Seoul American’s Miguel Villareal looks to pass as Daegu’s Ethan 
Rodriguez applises pressure on Saturday. 


Guam High: The Panthers grabbed 
I the last spot in the boys 
soccer quarterfinals. 
Guam, the No. 8 seed, 
will play regular-season 
champion John F. Kenne¬ 
dy at 4 p.m. Monday at Guam Football 
Association’s home field. 

Edgren: Senior point guard Aaliyah 
Scott had a combined 
assists for the Eagles, 
who improved to 5-2, 
KQKUhI sweeping Division I Nile 
C. Kinnick 48-44 and 25- 
23 over the weekend. ... Sophomore 
Raphael Gomez won at 129 pounds, 
his first weight-class title of the season 
in Saturday’s Christian Academy Japan 
Invitational. 

Perry: One big thing came in a small 
| package on Saturday for 
Samurai wrestling: Kadee 
Samford won the title in 
the girls A (small) Divi¬ 
sion at CAJ. Heavyweight 
Marshall China took second place and 
four others placed third. 

E.J. King: The Cobras boys got a 
I huge weekend from junior 
Dyson Robinson, who 
25.7 points 
I over three victories by the 
1 Cobras in the Western 
Japan Athletic Association Basketball 


Festival at Kobe. King’s girls also won 
their three games at Osaka. 

Yokota: Britney Bailey broke the 17- 
year-old DODEA Japan 
record for most points in 
a single girls basketball 
game, with 43 points in 
a 66-21 rout of St. Maur. 
Yevonne Sears of Edgren scored 41 
points in a game in February 2000. 
The DODEA Pacific mark of 44 points 
was set in November 2009 by Gabby 
Falco of Kubasaki. 

Kubasaki: llijah Washington netted 
a double-double of 21 
points and 24 rebounds, 
leading four players in 
double figures, but the 
Dragons boys needed 
overtime to win 73-69 at Maehara 
on Saturday. Kubasaki had a much 
easier time at home Friday, 81-59 over 
Kitanakagusuku. 

Kadena: Freshman Montez Young 
Jr. continues to post big 
numbers for Panthers 
boys basketball. He net¬ 
ted 24 points, leading 
three players in doublefig¬ 
ures, and Kadena tuned up for Friday’s 
second meeting with Kubasaki, beating 
Zion Christian 79-36 Saturday. 

— Stars and Stripes 



Mark Bunch, The Canadian Press /AP 


Toronto FC’s Michael Bradley, front right, and Jozy Altidore, left, 
celebrate defeating the Seattle Sounders to win the MLS Cup in 
Toronto on Saturday. Altidore scored the first goal. 

MLS Cup 


Toronto outduels 
Seattle for title 


By Ian Harrison 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — This wasn’t the 
kind of MLS Cup performance 
the Seattle Sounders were hoping 
for. 

Far from it. 

Jozy Altidore opened the scor¬ 
ing in the 67th minute and Toronto 
FC beat Seattle 2-0 on Saturday to 
become the first Canadian cham¬ 
pion in league history, and deny 
the Sounders a repeat triumph. 

Toronto avenged a penalty- 
shootout loss to Seattle last year 
in the title game. 

“Lifting this trophy has been 
an obsession for the last 364 
days, not just for me but for every 
single guy on our team,” Toronto 
captain Michael Bradley said. 
“There’s no other word for it.” 

Sounders coach Brian 
Schmetzer pointed to a single sta¬ 
tistic, duels won, to illustrate the 
disparity between the teams. To¬ 
ronto won 58 duels to Seattle’s 24. 

“We picked the wrong time to 
have a game that was below our 
standards,” Schmetzer said. “We 
put our best attacking lineup out 
there but we weren’t able to keep 
the ball in any part of the game. 
That was not one of our stellar 
performances.” 

In the 67th, Sebastian Giovin- 
co’s pass from just inside the Se¬ 
attle half helped Altidore split a 
pair of defenders. Altidore took 
a few steps to his left and fired 
the ball over goalkeeper Stefan 
Frei, setting off a wild celebra¬ 
tion among the 30,584 fans that 
left BMO Field shaking. 

Altidore’s goal snapped Seat¬ 
tle’s lengthy streak of keeping op¬ 
ponents off the scoreboard. The 
Sounders had not been scored 
upon since a 2-0 loss to Philadel¬ 
phia on Oct. 1, going six games 
without conceding. 

Victor Vasquez made it 2-0 in 
injury time from close range after 
substitute Armando Cooper’s shot 
rebounded off the post. 

Altidore was selected MLS Cup 
MVP. 


“To cap it off the way we did 
shows what this team is all about,” 
he said. 

Altidore scored in Toronto’s 1- 
0 victory over Columbus Crew in 
the Eastern Conference final. He 
had 15 goals in the regular sea¬ 
son, second on the team to Giovin- 
co’s 16. Altidore, who injured his 
right ankle minutes after scoring 
against the Crew, was replaced 
by Nick Hagglund in the 86th 
minute. 

Toronto won the title in its 11th 
season, TFC did not reach the 
playoffs until 2015, the first sea¬ 
son it avoided losing more often 
than it won. 

Toronto’s 69 points this season 
are the most in league history, 
and the team won its first Sup¬ 
porters’ Shield as regular season 
champion. Toronto also won the 
Canadian domestic champion¬ 
ship, defeating MLS rival Mon¬ 
treal Impact in that final. 

“In terms of seasons, I think we 
had the greatest season in the his¬ 
tory of the league,” Toronto coach 
Greg Vanney said. “I don’t think 
it’s debatable.” 

Seattle was seeking to become 
the fourth back-to-back champion 
in league history, joining D.C. 
United (1996 and 1997), Houston 
(2006 and 2007) and the Los An¬ 
geles Galaxy (2011 and 2012). 

“The final game is what matters 
most and we didn’t come to play,” 
midfielder Cristian Roldan said. 

Toronto outshot Seattle 22-7 and 
had 11 shots on target compared 
to two for the Sounders. 

“At some point, if you’re going 
to rely on your goalkeeper that 
often and in that many critical 
moments, one of them is going to 
get through,” Schmetzer said. 

Frei, who began his MLS career 
in Toronto, said he was “frustrat¬ 
ed and disappointed” by Seattle’s 
failure to match Toronto’s desire 
and intensity. 

“I’m disappointed in our perfor¬ 
mance,” Frei said. “Toronto de¬ 
serves to win, there’s no two ways 
about it. You can only weather the 
storm for so long. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 


Bowman helps BC knock off No. 1 Duke 



Michael Dwyer/AP 

Boston College’s Jerome Robinson reacts after scoring during the second half against Duke on Saturday. 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Outside the Boston 
College basketball office, on the 
way to the practice gym, the walls 
are decorated with giant pictures 
from the Eagles’ biggest wins. 

The Sweet 16 appearance in 
2006. Upsets over No. 1 North 
Carolina and No. 6 Duke in 2009. 
A victory over top-ranked Syra¬ 
cuse four years ago. 

Make room for an addition: 
Boston College 89, Duke 84, an 
upset that sent the No. 1 Blue 
Devils to their first loss. 

“We’re putting one up for this 
one,” coach Jim Christian said. 
“That’s where I would put it. If 
you get a poster up on that wall, 
that’s a big thing because of the 
proud history of this place.” 

Ky Bowman scored 30 points, 
adding 10 rebounds and nine 
assists to help Boston College 
(7-3, 1-0 Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence) win its third straight game 
against the No. 1 team in The 
Associated Press Top 25. Jordan 
Chatman scored 22, hitting four 
straight free throws in the final 
16 seconds to ice it. 

“I think this is probably going 
to be one of the top ones,” Bow¬ 
man said. 

Gary Trent Jr. scored 25 and 
Marvin Bagley III had 15 points 
and 12 rebounds for Duke (11-1, 
0-1 ACC). 

The Blue Devils erased a 10- 
point deficit in the second half and 
led 79-75 with 3:30 to play. Boston 
College scored 12 of the next 14 
points, getting a pair of three- 
pointers from Robinson. Duke’s 
Trevon Duvall drove to the basket 
to make it 83-81 with 31 seconds 
left, but then he was called for an 
intentional foul on Chatman as BC 
tried to dribble out the clock. 

Chatman made both foul shots, 
and then with BC retaining pos¬ 
session he was fouled again and 
made two more. A three-pointer 
by Trent made it 87-84, but then 
Jerome Robinson was sent to the 
line and hit his free throws with 6 
seconds left to ice it. 

“This isn’t about us being hor¬ 
rible. This is about how great 
they were. They were terrific. Not 
good, terrific,” Duke coach Mike 
Krzyzewski said. “We’ve got to 
get better. But I knew that. If we 
won, I would tell you we have to 
get better.” 


No. 3 Michigan State 88, 
Southern Utah 64: Miles Bridg¬ 
es, Nick Ward and Jaren Jackson 
each scored 17 points for the host 
Spartans. 

Michigan State (9-1) has won 
eight straight by double digits 
since losing to top-ranked Duke. 

The Thunderbirds (5-4) had 
won three straight. They kept 
it relatively close at the Breslin 
Center for a while, trailing by just 
five points midway through the 
second half. 

No. 5 Florida 66, No. 17 Cin¬ 
cinnati 60: At Newark, N.J., Chris 
Chiozza scored the final six points 
of the game and Florida snapped 
a three-game losing streak in the 
second game of the Never Forget 
Tribute Classic at the Prudential 
Center. 

Chiozza put the Gators (6-3) 
ahead 62-60 with a drive across 
the lane with 1:12 to play. 

The senior guard added two free 
throws with 20.1 seconds to go 
and he closed out the scoring with 
a fastbreak layup after a turnover 
by Cincinnati (7-2), which lost its 
second straight game. 

Egor Koulechov had 21 points 


to lead Florida. 

Backup guard Cane Broome 
had 15 points to lead Cincinnati. 

No. 6 Wichita State 78, Okla¬ 
homa State 66: Landry Shamet 
scored a career-high 30 points for 
the visiting Shockers. 

Conner Frankamp scored 
14 points and Darral Willis, Jr. 
added 12 for Wichita State (8-1), 
which made 12 of 26 three-point 
attempts and outrebounded the 
Cowboys 36-26. 

Tavarius Shine scored a career- 
high 20 points and Mitchell Solo¬ 
mon added a career-best 17 for 
Oklahoma State (7-2). 

No. 7 Texas A&M 73, Prai¬ 
rie View A&M 53: Junior guard 
Admon Gilder scored 14 points 
and host Texas A&M overcame a 
sluggish start. 

The Aggies (8-1) led 44-40 5 
minutes into the second half be¬ 
fore scoring the next 18 points 
over a 7-minute span to put away 
the game against the outmanned 
Panthers (2-7). 

No. 8 Kentucky 93, Monmouth 

76: Hamidou Diallo scored a sea¬ 
son-high 23 points for the Wild¬ 
cats at Madison Square Garden. 


Kentucky (8-1) won its sixth in 
a row. PJ Washington added 20 
points, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
chipped in 15 and Nick Richards 
had 10. 

Monmouth (3-7) has lost three 
straight. 

No. 9 Notre Dame 92, Dela¬ 
ware 68: At Newark, Del., Bonzie 
Colson had 19 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds to lead the Fighting Irish 
in coach Mike Brey’s return to 
Delaware. 

Matt Farrell scored 24 points 
and TJ Gibbs had 21 to help Notre 
Dame (8-2) rebound from an 80- 
77 loss Tuesday to Ball State. 

Brey returned to the Bob Car¬ 
penter Center for the first time 
since the end of his Delaware 
head coaching stint in 2000. 

Kevin Anderson scored 23 
points for the Blue Hens (4-6). 

No. 13 Xavier 96, Colorado 
69: At Cincinati, Trevon Bluiett 
scored 25 points and J.P. Macura 
emerged from his slump by mak¬ 
ing his first six shots as Xavier 
completed a streak of non-confer¬ 
ence payback wins. 

The Musketeers (9-1) already 
had victories over Baylor and 


crosstown rival Cincinnati, which 
beat them last season, and they 
set a goal of completing the trilo¬ 
gy. Last season, they blew a nine- 
point lead in the second half and 
lost 68-66 at Colorado. 

Namon Wright had 18 points for 
the Buffaloes (7-2). 

Arkansas 95, No. 14 Minne¬ 
sota 79: Jaylen Barford scored 
22 points and freshman Daniel 
Gafford added 16 on 8-for-8 shoot¬ 
ing for host Arkansas. 

The victory is the first for the 
Razorbacks (7-2) over a Top 15 
team since defeating No. 5 Texas 
A&M during the 2015-16 season, 
and it extends their home winning 
streak to eight games. 

Jordan Murphy led Minne¬ 
sota (8-3) with 20 points and 10 
rebounds. 

No. 18 West Virginia 69, Pitts¬ 
burgh 60: At Pittsburgh, Jevon 
Carter scored 19 points and 
Daxter Miles Jr. added 15 as the 
Mountaineers fended off a furious 
second-half run. 

Lamont West finished with 13 
points and 10 rebounds for West 
Virginia (9-1), which has won nine 
straight following a season-open¬ 
ing loss to Texas A&M. 

Ryan Luther overcame early 
foul trouble to lead Pitt (5-5) with 
13 points and 12 rebounds. 

No. 19 Seton Hall 90, VCU 
67: At Newark, N. J., Angel Delga¬ 
do had 14 points and 13 rebounds 
for Seton Hall in the Never Forget 
Tribute Classic at the Prudential 
Center. 

Myles Powell added five of his 
17 points in a game-breaking 13-1 
first-half run, for the Pirates (8-1), 
who have won four straight since 
being beaten at the buzzer by 
Rhode Island on Thanksgiving. 

Justin Tillman had 14 of his 20 
points in the second half to lead 
VCU (5-5). 

No. 23 Baylor 105, Randall 

82: Nuni Omot scored 30 points 
while Jo Lual-Acuil and fresh¬ 
man Tristan Clark notched dou¬ 
ble-doubles to lead Baylor at Fort 
Hood, Texas. 

Trey Sneed scored 29 points 
and Xavier Hunter added 23 for 
Randall (5-9). 

No. 24 Tennessee 81, Lip¬ 
scomb 71: Grant Williams over¬ 
came early foul trouble to score 
19 points in host Tennessee’s first 
game as a ranked team since De¬ 
cember 2010. 
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Steve Dykes/A P 

Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard, left, steals the ball from Houston 
guard Chris Paul during Saturday’s game in Portland, Ore. Paul 
scored 24 points in the Rockets’ 124-117 win. 

Roundup 


Rockets rally to 
ninth straight win 


Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — James 
Harden scored 48 points and the 
Houston Rockets won their ninth 
straight, overcoming a 14-point, 
fourth-quarter deficit to beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers 124-117 
on Saturday night. 

Harden was 16 of 29 from the 
field and had eight rebounds to 
help the Rockets (20-4) win for 
the 12th time in 13 road games 
this season. Chris Paul added 24 
points, and Trevor Ariza had 13. 

Damian Lillard tied a fran¬ 
chise record with nine three- 
pointers and had 35 points for 
Portland (13-12). 

Cavaliers 105, 76ers 98: 
LeBron James had his 58th 
career triple-double and host 
Cleveland rallied in the fourth 
quarter to beat Philadelphia. 

James had 30 points, 13 re¬ 
bounds and 13 assists to help the 
Cavaliers bounce back from a 
loss in Indiana on Friday night 
that ended their 13-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Thunder 102, Grizzlies 101 
(OT): Russell Westbrook over¬ 
came a poor shooting night, re¬ 
cording a triple-double, including 
two clinching free throws with 
5.2 seconds left in overtime to 
lead visiting Oklahoma City past 


Memphis. 

Heat 101, Nets 89: Goran 
Dragic and Tyler Johnson each 
scored 20 points and Miami beat 
Brooklyn in the Heat’s first game 
in Mexico in franchise history. 

Lakers 110, Hornets 99: Jor¬ 
dan Clarkson scored 14 of his 22 
points in the fourth quarter and 
Los Angeles beat fatigued and 
short-handed host Charlotte. 

Spurs 104, Suns 101: Bryn 
Forbes sank a three-pointer with 
21.5 seconds to play and severely 
depleted visiting San Antonio 
held off a fourth-quarter Phoe¬ 
nix rally. 

Clippers 113, Wizards 112: 

Lou Williams hit a go-ahead 
three-pointer with 1.2 seconds 
remaining, lifting host Los An¬ 
geles past Washington. 

Bulls 104, Knicks 102: Kris 
Dunn made two free throws with 
2.9 seconds left to lift Chicago 
past visiting New York. 

Bucks 117, Jazz 100: Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 37 points, 13 
rebounds and seven assists and 
host Milwaukee beat Utah for its 
third consecutive victory. 

Hawks 117, Magic 110: 
Ersan Ilyasova scored 26 points 
on 9-for-9 shooting and Atlan¬ 
ta overcame Nikola Vucevic’s 
triple-double to beat visiting 
Orlando. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 
Brooklyn 

Washington 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 


16 7 .696 4 
13 12 .520 8 


10 15 .400 11 


Southeast Division 


12 .538 - 

12 13 .480 l'/2 


Central Division 


10 .600 
11 .577 
11 .560 
20 .200 


11 .560 
13 12 .520 
13 14 .481 


15 .375 10Vz 

17 .320 12 

19 .321 12'/z 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet 

Houston 20 4 .833 

San Antonio 19 8 .704 

New Orleans 13 13 .500 

Memphis 8 18 .308 

Dallas 7 19 .269 

Northwest Division 
Minnesota 15 11 .577 

Denver 
Portland 

Utah __ 

Oklahoma City 12 13 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 21 . .... 

L.A. Lakers 10 15 .400 10 

L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 

Friday’s games 

Chicago 119, Charlotte 111, OT 
Denver 103, Orlando 89 
Golden State 102, Detroit 98 
Indiana 106, Cleveland 102 
Milwaukee 109, Dallas 102 
Sacramento 116, New Orleans 109, OT 
Toronto 116, Memphis 107 
San Antonio 105, Boston 102 
Saturday’s games 
L.A. Clippers 113, Washington 112 
Miami 101, Brooklyn 89 
L.A. Lakers 110, Charlotte 99 
Atlanta 117, Orlando 110 
Chicago 104, New York 102 
Cleveland 105, Philadelphia 98 
Milwaukee 117, Utah 100 
Oklahoma City 102, Memphis 101, OT 
San Antonio 104, Phoenix 101 
Houston 124, Portland 117 
Sunday’s games 
Toronto at Sacramento 
Boston at Detroit 
Denver at Indiana 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Philadelphia at New Orleans 
Atlanta at New York 

Monday’s games 
Boston at Chicago 
Charlotte at Oklahoma City 
Miami at Memphis 
New Orleans at Houston 
Portland at Golden State 
Toronto at L.A. Clippers 

Tuesday’s games 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
Denver at Detroit 
L.A. Lakers at New York 
Washington at Brooklyn 
San Antonio at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Minnesota 
Phoenix at Sacramento 

Saturday 
Thunder 102, 

Grizzlies 101 (OT) 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Roberson 1-3 0-0 
2, Anthony 7-20 5-8 21, Adams 7-11 7-12 
21, Westbrook 7-29 5-8 20, Abrines 7-10 0- 

1 20, Huestis 2-2 0-0 5, Grant 0-3 0-0 0, Sin- 
gler 0-2 1-2 1, Patterson 2-5 0-0 6, Felton 

3- 7 0-0 6. Totals 36-92 18-31 102. 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 5-8 1-1 13, Green 

2-6 0-2 5, Gasol 8-17 4-6 22, Evans 13-24 1- 

2 29, Harrison 1-8 1-2 3, Ennis III 2-5 1-2 6, 
Martin 0-3 2-2 2, Davis 1-1 0-0 2, Chalmers 

1- 6 0-0 2, McLemore 6-10 0-0 17. Totals 39- 
88 10-17 101. 

Oklahoma City 19 27 21 25 10-102 
Memphis 34 23 9 26 9-101 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 12- 
34 (Abrines 6-8, Patterson 2-4, Anthony 

2- 6, Huestis 1-1, Westbrook 1-12, Rob¬ 
erson 0-1, Grant 0-1, Felton 0-1), Mem¬ 
phis 13-33 (McLemore 5-7, Brooks 2-3, 
Gasol 2-5, Evans 2-8, Ennis III 1-3, Green 

1- 3, Chalmers 0-2, Harrison 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
46 (Westbrook 11), Memphis 48 (Evans 
13). Assists—Oklahoma City 18 (West¬ 
brook 14), Memphis 23 (Gasol 6). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 21, Memphis 30. 
Technicals—Memphis coach Grizzlies 
(Defensive three second) 2, Harrison. 
A-17,794 (18,119). 

Spurs 104, Suns 101 

SAN ANTONIO - Paul 3-7 4-4 10, Gay 
7-11 2-2 16, Aldridge 7-18 6-7 20, Murray 

4- 11 0-0 8, Forbes 5-13 0-2 11, Bertans 3-7 
0-0 8, Hilliard 0-2 1-2 1, Lauvergne 2-5 2-4 
6, Gasol 0-0 0-0 0, Mills 7-11 3-4 20, White 

2- 2 0-0 4, Parker 0-0 0-0 0, Green 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 40-87 18-25 104. 

PHOENIX - Warren 7-16 8-8 24, Chriss 

5- 10 4-5 15, Chandler 2-3 0-2 4, Ulis 2-7 0- 
0 4, Jackson 3-6 3-4 9, Dudley 0-3 0-0 0, 
House 1-3 0-0 2, Bender 0-1 0-0 0, Monroe 

3- 7 2-2 8, James 8-16 7-9 25, Daniels 4-8 
0-0 10. Totals 35-80 24-30 101. 


San Antonio 28 24 27 25-104 

Phoenix 17 22 32 30-101 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 6-19 
(Mills 3-4, Bertans 2-5, Forbes 1-6, Al¬ 
dridge 0-1, Gay 0-1, Paul 0-2), Phoenix 
7-25 (Warren 2-3, James 2-5, Daniels 2- 
6, Chriss 1-2, Bender 0-1, Jackson 0-1, 
Ulis 0-2, House 0-2, Dudley 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—San Antonio 52 
(Murray 14), Phoenix 40 (Monroe 11). As¬ 
sists—San Antonio 18 (Murray 4), Phoe¬ 
nix 11 (Ulis, James, Chandler, Warren 2). 
Total Fouls—San Antonio 23, Phoenix 21. 
Technicals—Phoenix coach Suns (Defen¬ 
sive three second). A-16,575 (18,055). 

Bucks 117, Jazz 100 

UTAH - Ingles 4-9 1-2 12, Favors 5-11 

3-3 14, Gobert 6-8 8-14 20, Rubio 2-7 6-6 
10, Mitchell 4-17 2-2 12, Sefolosha 1-2 1- 
2 3, O’Neale 0-2 3-4 3, Jerebko 3-5 0-0 6, 
Neto 0-2 0-0 0, Burks 8-13 2-4 20. Totals 
33-76 26-37 100. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-13 2-2 20, 
Antetokounmpo 14-22 8-9 37, Henson 4-7 

3-4 11, Bledsoe 7-14 3-4 20, Payton II 2-5 
0-0 4, Maker 2-5 2-2 6, Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, 
Vaughn 1-1 0-0 3, Brogdon 6-13 4-5 16, Lig- 
gins 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 44-81 22-26 117. 

Utah 19 23 24 34-100 

Milwaukee 29 22 32 34-117 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 8-23 (Ingles 
3-6, Burks 2-4, Mitchell 2-6, Favors 1-3, Se¬ 
folosha 0-1, O’Neale 0-1, Rubio 0-2), Mil¬ 
waukee 7-17 (Bledsoe 3-6, Middleton 2-3, 
Vaughn 1-1, Antetokounmpo 1-1, Payton 
II 0-1, Maker 0-2, Brogdon 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 35 (Gobert 
9), Milwaukee 41 (Antetokounmpo 13). 
Assists—Utah 20 (Rubio 7), Milwaukee 
22 (Antetokounmpo 7). Total Fouls—Utah 
23, Milwaukee 29. Technicals—Sefolosha. 
A—16,675 (18,717). 

Cavaliers 105, 76ers 98 

PHILADELPHIA - Saric 8-17 0-0 17, 
Covington 7-10 0-0 19, Johnson 0-0 2-2 2, 
Simmons 7-13 0-0 14, Redick 6-13 3-3 19, 
Booker 4-6 4-4 12, Holmes 5-11 2-2 13, Lu- 
wawu-Cabarrot 0-2 0-0 0, Bayless 0-6 2-2 
2. Totals 37-78 13-13 98. 

CLEVELAND - James 9-23 10-12 30, 
Crowder 4-9 2-2 12, Zizic 0-1 0-0 0, Calde¬ 
ron 3-5 0-1 8, Smith 2-5 1-1 7, Osman 1-1 
0-0 3, Green 5-8 2-2 13, Frye 2-5 2-2 6, Love 
0-0 0-0 0, Wade 6-10 1-4 13, Korver 4-8 1-1 
13. Totals 36-75 19-25 105. 

Philadelphia 24 22 27 25- 98 

Cleveland 23 29 26 27-105 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 11-33 
(Covington 5-7, Redick 4-9, Holmes 1-4, 
Saric 1-6, Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-2, Bayless 
0-5), Cleveland 14-29 (Korver 4-8, Calde¬ 
ron 2-3, Smith 2-3, Crowder 2-4, James 
2-6, Osman 1-1, Green 1-1, Wade 0-1, 
Frye 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Philadelphia 39 (Saric 9), Cleveland 33 
(James 13). Assists—Philadelphia 31 
(Simmons 10), Cleveland 26 (James 13). 
Total Fouls—Philadelphia 21, Cleveland 
16. Technicals—Philadelphia coach Brett 
Brown, Philadelphia coach 76ers (Delay 
of game). Holmes. 


Bulls 104, Knicks 102 

NEW YORK - Porzingis 10-25 2-2 23, 
Thomas 2-5 0-0 4, Kanter 4-11 2-2 10, Jack 
3-7 0-0 6, Lee 6-14 1-1 14, McDermott 4-8 
0-0 10, Beasley 3-5 2-2 9, Dotson 3-5 0-0 
6, O’Quinn 4-5 2-2 10, Ntilikina 4-6 0-0 10. 
Totals 43-91 9-9 102. 

CHICAGO - Valentine 0-5 0-0 0, Mark- 
kanen 7-14 0-0 15, Lopez 5-6 1-1 11, Dunn 

6-11 5-6 17, Holiday 3-9 0-0 7, Zipser 2-6 
0-0 4, Mirotic 6-10 2-4 19, Portis 5-7 0-0 10, 
Grant 2-5 2-5 6, Nwaba 6-9 3-7 15. Totals 
42-82 13-23 104. 

New York 18 26 26 32-102 

Chicago 27 22 19 36-104 

Three-Point Goals—New York 7-24 
(Ntilikina 2-3, McDermott 2-4, Beasley 1- 
1, Lee 1-4, Porzingis 1-7, Jack 0-1, Dotson 
0-2, Thomas 0-2), Chicago 7-25 (Mirotic 
5-8, Holiday 1-5, Markkanen 1-5, Dunn 
0-1, Portis 0-1, Grant 0-2, Valentine 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New York 
40 (Kanter 11), Chicago 40 (Markkanen 8). 
Assists—New York 25 (Ntilikina 7), Chica¬ 
go 28 (Grant, Dunn 9). Total Fouls—New 
York 17, Chicago 19. A-20,149 (20,917). 


Rockets 124, 
Trail Blazers 117 


HOUSTON - Ariza 4-7 2-2 13, Anderson 

1-4 0-0 2, Capela 4-5 3-6 11, Paul 8-14 9-10 
26, Harden 16-29 12-14 48, Tucker 3-4 1-2 
8, Nene 2-4 0-0 4, Mbah a Moute 0-2 0-0 0, 
Gordon 2-6 7-8 12. Totals 40-75 34-42 124. 

PORTLAND - Turner 2-5 0-0 4, Aminu 
5-10 0-0 15, Leonard 5-6 1-1 12, Lillard 11- 
23 4-4 35, McCollum 11-21 4-5 28, Layman 
0-3 0-0 0, Vonleh 1-1 0-0 2, Collins 2-5 0-0 
5, Davis 4-4 0-2 8, Connaughton 4-10 0-0 8. 
Totals 45-88 9-12 117. 

Houston 31 31 22 40-124 

Portland 37 25 36 19-117 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 10-25 
(Harden 4-7, Ariza 3-4, Tucker 1-2, Paul 

1-4, Gordon 1-5, Mbah a Moute 0-1, An¬ 
derson 0-2), Portland 18-41 (Lillard 9-16, 
Aminu 5-8, McCollum 2-8, Leonard 1-1, 
Collins 1-2, Layman 0-1, Connaughton 0- 
5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Hous¬ 
ton 35 (Capela 10), Portland 33 (Davis 9). 
Assists—Houston 14 (Paul 7), Portland 
19 (Lillard 6). Total Fouls-Houston 17, 
Portland 28. Technicals—Paul, Leonard. 
A-19,503 (19,393). 


Hawks 117, Magic 110 

ORLANDO - Simmons 13-24 0-0 29, He- 
zonja 3-9 0-0 7, Vucevic 13-18 1-1 31, Pay- 
ton 5-9 0-0 11, Afflalo 2-4 0-0 4, Iwundu 3-9 
0-0 7, Biyombo 1-4 2-2 4, Augustin 2-8 3-3 
8, Mack 3-7 1-2 9. Totals 45-92 7-8 110. 

ATLANTA - Prince 4-8 1-2 10, Ilyasova 
9-9 3-5 26, Plumlee 0-3 3-4 3, Schroder 6- 
19 5-6 18, Bazemore 7-12 2-2 19, Bembry 

2- 6 3-4 8, Babbitt 0-1 0-0 0, Cavanaugh 5-8 
1-2 14, Taylor 3-6 0-0 6, Belinelli 5-8 0-0 13. 
Totals 41-80 18-25 117. 

Orlando 22 32 33 23-110 

Atlanta 32 25 32 28-117 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 13-34 
(Vucevic 4-6, Simmons 3-6, Mack 2-3, 
Iwundu 1-3, Payton 1-4, Augustin 1-5, 
Hezonja 1-5, Afflalo 0-2), Atlanta 17-33 
(Ilyasova 5-5, Cavanaugh 3-5, Bazemore 

3- 6, Belinelli 3-6, Bembry 1-1, Prince 1-4, 
Schroder 1-5, Taylor 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Orlando 39 (Vucevic 
13), Atlanta 40 (Babbitt, Cavanaugh 8). 
Assists—Orlando 39 (Vucevic 10), At¬ 
lanta 33 (Schroder, Bazemore 7). Total 
Fouls—Orlando 24, Atlanta 13. Techni¬ 
cals—Atlanta coach Hawks (Defensive 
three second). A—12,719 (19,049). 


Lakers 110, Hornets 99 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 7-16 4-6 18, 
Nance Jr. 3-7 0-0 6, Lopez 5-11 0-0 13, Ball 

2- 5 0-2 5, Caldwell-Pope 6-12 0-0 15, Kuz¬ 
ma 6-11 0-0 12, Brewer 1-1 0-0 2, Randle 4- 
7 4-5 12, Ennis 0-1 0-0 0, Clarkson 7-12 7-8 
22, Hart 2-2 0-0 5. Totals 43-85 15-21 110. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 4-8 1-1 
9, Williams 5-11 1-2 13, Howard 9-14 3-6 
21, Walker 10-22 0-0 23, Batum 1-3 0-0 2, 
O’Bryant III 5-15 0-0 11, Carter-Williams 

3- 4 2-2 9, Monk 1-7 0-1 2, Graham 2-6 2-2 
7, Bacon 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 41-93 9-14 99. 

L.A. Lakers 28 24 24 34-110 

Charlotte 29 27 19 24- 99 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 9-27 
(Caldwell-Pope 3-6, Lopez 3-6, Hart 1-1, 
Ball 1-3, Clarkson 1-4, Randle 0-1, Ennis 
0-1, Ingram 0-2, Kuzma 0-3), Charlotte 8- 
25 (Walker 3-8, Williams 2-6, Carter-Wil¬ 
liams 1-1, O’Bryant III 1-3, Graham 1-4, 
Monk 0-1, Batum 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 46 (Kuzma 14), 
Charlotte 43 (Howard 12). Assists—L.A. 
Lakers 24 (Ball 9), Charlotte 21 (Walker 
4). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 21, Char¬ 
lotte 21. Technicals—L.A. Lakers coach 
Luke Walton, Walker, Howard. A-19,320 
(19,077). 


Heat 101, Nets 89 

MIAMI - Richardson 2-7 1-1 5, 
J.Johnson 7-13 3-4 17, Olynyk 5-12 1-2 
11, Dragic 9-19 1-3 20, Waiters 1-10 0-0 
2, Winslow 5-6 1-2 15, Adebayo 1-3 0-0 2, 
T.Johnson 8-11 2-2 20, Ellington 4-9 0-0 9. 
Totals 42-90 9-14 101. 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 2-10 1-3 5, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 6-10 5-5 18, Zeller 6-9 0-0 12, 
Dinwiddie 5-15 2-2 15, Crabbe 5-13 0-0 12, 
Wiley 0-0 0-0 0, Acy 0-5 0-0 0, Allen 1-3 0-0 
2, Mozgov 0-0 0-0 0, Whitehead 4-7 4-5 13, 
LeVert 4-9 4-4 12. Totals 33-81 16-19 89. 
Miami 24 26 25 26-101 

Brooklyn 26 27 19 17- 89 

Three-Point Goals-Miami 8-27 (Win¬ 
slow 4-4, T.Johnson 2-4, Dragic 1-3, El¬ 
lington 1-6, J.Johnson 0-1, Waiters 0-4, 
Olynyk 0-5), Brooklyn 7-27 (Dinwiddie 
3-9, Crabbe 2-8, Whitehead 1-1, Hollis- 
Jefferson 1-1, LeVert 0-1, Carroll 0-3, Acy 
0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 44 (J.Johnson, Dragic 7), Brooklyn 43 
(Hollis-Jefferson 8). Assists—Miami 15 
(Olynyk, J.Johnson, Dragic 3), Brooklyn 
16 (Dinwiddie 9). Total Fouls-Miami 17, 
Brooklyn 17. Technicals—Adebayo, Allen. 
A—19,777 (22,300). 


Clippers 113, Wizards 112 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 10-16 3-4 27, 
Morris 1-3 0-0 2, Gortat 4-6 1-1 9, Frazier 
1-4 0-0 2, Beal 8-21 4-6 25, Oubre Jr. 0-5 
0-2 0, Scott 9-11 1-2 22, Mahinmi 4-6 6-6 
14, Meeks 0-2 0-0 0, Satoransky 5-8 0-2 11. 
Totals 42-82 15-23 112. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - W.Johnson 2-5 0-0 5, 
Gallinari 8-19 7-7 25, Jordan 2-6 2-4 6, Riv¬ 
ers 6-15 0-0 16, Thornwell 1-3 0-0 2, Wil¬ 
son 1-1 0-0 2, Harrell 4-4 3-3 11, Evans 3-5 
0-0 8, L.Williams 11-20 9-10 35, C.Williams 
1-2 0-0 3. Totals 39-80 21-24 113. 
Washington 27 22 32 31-112 

L.A. Clippers 30 32 23 28-113 

Three-Point Goals—Washington 13-32 
(Beal 5-11, Porter Jr. 4-8, Scott 3-4, Sa¬ 
toransky 1-3, Meeks 0-1, Morris 0-2, Ou¬ 
bre Jr. 0-3), L.A. Clippers 14-32 (L.Williams 

4-8, Rivers 4-8, Evans 2-3, Gallinari 2-7, 
C.Williams 1-1, W.Johnson 1-4, Thorn- 
well 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Washington 44 (Porter Jr. 11), L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 33 (Jordan 17). Assists—Washington 
33 (Frazier, Satoransky 6), L.A. Clippers 
22 (L.Williams 8). Total Fouls—Washing¬ 
ton 18, L.A. Clippers 19. Technicals—L.A. 
Clippers coach Clippers (Defensive three 
second). A-15,739 (19,060). 


Calendar 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18, 2018 - All-Star weekend, 
Los Angeles. 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 21 - NBA draft. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT PtS l 

29 21 6 2 44 1 

30 19 10 1 39 1 

27 14 9 4 32 

31 13 14 4 30 

29 11 13 5 27 

29 11 “ ~ 


Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Boston 
Montreal 
Detroit 
Florida 
Ottawa 

Buffalo __ _ _ 

Metropolitan Division 

Columbus 30 19 10 1 3! 

Washington 30 18 11 1 3' 

New Jersey 29 16 9 4 31 

N.Y. Islanders 29 16 10 3 31 

Pittsburgh 31 16 12 3 31 

N.Y. Rangers 29 16 11 2 3. 

Carolina 28 11 10 7 2! 

Philadelphia 29 11 11 7 2! 


9 12 7 25 77 98 

29 7 17 5 19 62 99 


Western Conference 


St. LOUiS 
Nashville 
Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Colorado 


Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

30 20 8 2 42 101 76 

29 18 7 4 40 95 84 

5 39 102 86 

1 33 89 89 

3 31 83 84 

5 31 87 81 

‘ " 90 94 


30 16 13 

28 14 11 


29 13 

28 13 13 2 

Pacific Division 

Los Angeles 31 20 8 3 43 97 68 

Vegas 29 19 9 1 39 103 91 

San Jose 28 16 10 2 34 76 65 

Calgary 30 16 12 2 34 88 94 

Vancouver 30 14 12 4 32 81 85 

Anaheim 30 12 11 7 31 80 89 

Edmonton 29 12 15 2 26 86 98 

Arizona 32 7 20 5 19 74 111 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Columbus 5, New Jersey 3 
Vegas 4, Nashville 3, SO 
Chicago 3, Buffalo 2, OT 
Minnesota 3, Anaheim 2, OT 
Saturday's games 
St. Louis 6, Detroit 1 
Edmonton 6, Montreal 2 
Colorado 7, Florida 3 
Tampa Bay 4, Winnipeg 3, OT 
Columbus 1, Arizona 0 
Boston 3, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Toronto 4, Pittsburgh 3 
N.Y. Rangers 5, New Jersey 2 
Vegas 5, Dallas 3 
San Jose 5, Ottawa 0 
Calgary 4, Vancouver 2 
Los Angeles 3, Carolina 2, OT 
Sunday’s games 
Arizona at Chicago 
Buffalo at St. Louis 
Edmonton at Toronto 
Minnesota at San Jose 

Monday’s games 
Colorado at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers 
Washington at N.Y. Islanders 
Florida at Detroit 
Vancouver at Winnipeg 
Carolina at Anaheim 

Tuesday’s games 
Edmonton at Columbus 
Ottawa at Buffalo 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Colorado at Washington 
Los Angeles at New Jersey 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Tampa Bay at St. Louis 
Florida at Chicago 
Carolina at Vegas 

Saturday 

Kings 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT) 

Carolina 0 0 2 0-2 

Los Angeles 0 2 0 1-3 

Second Period—1, Los Angeles, Toffoli 
14 (Kopitar, Pearson), 6:27. 2, Los Ange¬ 
les, Kopitar 16 (Folin, Toffoli), 9:16. 

Third Period—3, Carolina, Rask 6 (Ter- 
avainen), 13:03 (pp). 4, Carolina, Lind- 
holm 8 (McGinn, Ryan), 17:38. 

Overtime—5, Los Angeles, Pearson 6 
(Muzzin, Quick), 4:40. 

Shots on Goal—Carolina 9-9-14-2—34. 
Los Angeles 7-7-5-2—21. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 
of 3; Los Angeles 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Carolina, Darling 7-8-6 (21 
shots-18 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 15- 
8-1 (34-32). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:31. 

Avalanche 7, Panthers 3 

Colorado 1 2 4-7 

Florida 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Colorado, Rantanen 9 
(Barberio, Landeskog), 10:56. 2, Florida, 
Ekblad 6 (Yandle, Huberdeau), 19:57. 

Second Period—3, Florida, Malgin 4 
(McCoshen, McGinn), 4:51. 4, Colorado, 
MacKinnon 11 (Compher, Nemeth), 11:26. 
5, Colorado, Kerfoot 9 (Barrie, Rantanen), 
12:07. 

Third Period—6 , Colorado, Johnson 
4 (Nieto), 11:59. 7, Colorado, Wilson 2 
(Compher, Andrighetto), 13:42.8, Florida, 
Huberdeau 9 (Trocheck, Yandle), 14:15.9, 
Colorado, Nieto 4 (Soderberg, Comeau), 
15:59. 10, Colorado, Soderberg 4 (Co¬ 
meau, Nieto), 17:40. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 14-9-7—30. 
Florida 9-13-20-42. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 3; Florida 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Colorado, Varlamov 9-7-1 (42 
shots-39 saves). Florida, Reimer 5-7-3 
(28-23). 

A-13,821 (19,250). 



Rangers right wing Mats 
Zuccarello celebrates his goal 
against the Devils during the 
second period Saturday at 
Madison Square Garden in New 
York. The Rangers won 5-2. 


Flames 4, Canucks 2 

Vancouver 1 1 0-2 

Calgary 1 0 3-4 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Virtanen 
4 (Del Zotto), 2:02. 2, Calgary, Brouwer 2 
(Lazar), 18:28. 

Second Period—3, Vancouver, Boeser 
15 (D.Sedin, Granlund), 19:05 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Calgary, Tkachuk 5 
(Hathaway, Backlund), 11:34. 5, Calgary, 
Bennett 4 (Hathaway, Jankowski), 18:50. 
6, Calgary, Tkachuk 6 (Frolik, Hamonic), 
19:36. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 12-7-5—24. 
Calgary 16-8-11-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
1 of 4; Calgary 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Nilsson 6-3-1 (34 
shots-31 saves). Calgary, Smith 13-9-2 
(24-22). 

A—18,552 (19,289). T-2:31. 


Sharks 5, Senators 0 

Ottawa 0 0 0-0 

San Jose 1 2 2-5 

First Period—1, San Jose, Couture 15 
(Braun, Labanc), 12:55. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Vlasic 
3 (Heed, Labanc), 5:31. 3, San Jose, 
M.Karlsson 5 (Thornton, Pavelski), 14:41. 

Third Period-4, San Jose, Pavelski 6 
(Couture, Burns), 3:24 (pp). 5, San Jose, 
Hertl 6 (Couture, Burns), 17:38 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 6-8-11—25. San 
Jose 16-15-19-50. 

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 4; San Jose 2 of 7. 

Goalies—Ottawa, Anderson 7-10-3 (50 
shots-45 saves). San Jose, Dell 5-3-1 (25- 


25). 


A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:29. 


Golden Knights 5, Stars 3 

Vegas 1 3 1-5 

Dallas 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Vegas, Tuch 7 (Leipsic, 
Eakin), 12:13. 2, Dallas, Pitlick 3 (Faksa, 
Roussel), 14:28. 

Second Period—3, Vegas, Perron 7 
(Neal), 4:58 (pp). 4, Dallas, Spezza 5 (Jan- 
mark, Klingberg), 5:25. 5, Vegas, R.Smith 
8 (Marchessault), 6:10. 6, Vegas, McNabb 
2 (Leipsic, Eakin), 8:35. 

Third Period—7, Dallas, Benn 12 (Lin- 
dell, Seguin), 4:16. 8, Vegas, Haula 11 
(Perron), 19:17. 

Shots on Goal—Vegas 14-15-10-39. 
Dallas 15-8-16-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 1 of 
2; Dallas Oof 3. 

Goalies—Vegas, Lagace 6-6-1 (39 

shots-36 saves). Dallas, Bishop 13-9-0 
(38-34). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:32. 


Lightning 4, Jets 3 (OT) 

Winnipeg 1110-3 

Tampa Bay 111 1-4 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Copp 4 
(Lowry, Tanev), 1:23. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Gourde 9 (Point, Johnson), 18:57 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Tampa, Sergachev 
7 (Johnson, Palat), 16:39. 4, Winnipeg, 
Connor 10 (Morrissey, Wheeler), 18:02. 

Third Period—5, Winnipeg, Ehlers 13 
(Laine, Trouba), 7:02.6, Tampa Bay, Kuch- 
erov 20 (Dotchin, Stamkos), 8:51. 

Overtime—7, Tampa Bay, Point 12 
(Stralman), 0:36. 

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 5-6-9-20. 
Tampa Bay 13-8-5-2—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 1; Tampa Bay 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 15-3-4 
(28 shots-24 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs- 
kiy 19-4-1 (20-17). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:32. 


Oilers 6, Canadiens 2 

Edmonton 2 2 2-6 

Montreal 0 1 1-2 

First Period —1, Edmonton, Cammal- 
leri 4 (Nugent-Hopkins, Maroon), 7:46. 2, 
Edmonton, Khaira 4 (Strome), 11:37. 

Second Period—3, Edmonton, Khaira 
5 (Russell, Strome), 1:11. 4, Edmonton, 
Lucic 6 (Draisaitl, McDavid), 2:24 (pp). 
5, Montreal, Galchenyuk 7 (Petry, Pacio- 
retty), 13:44 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Edmonton, Klefbom 3 
(Letestu, Lucic), 2:39 (pp). 7, Edmonton, 
Auvitu 2 (Puljujarvi, McDavid), 3:09. 8, 
Montreal, Danault 6 (Carr, Froese), 15:58. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 10-17-13— 
40. Montreal 8-8-8-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 

2 of 4; Montreal 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Brossoit 2-5-1 (24 
shots-22 saves). Montreal, Price 8-9-2 
(14-10), Niemi 0-4-1 (26-24). 

A—21,302 (21,288). T-2:30. 

Maple Leafs 4, Penguins 3 

Toronto 3 1 0-4 

Pittsburgh 0 2 1-3 

First Period—1, Toronto, Brown 9 
(Hainsey, Rielly), 1:23. 2, Toronto, van 
Riemsdyk 14 (Bozak, Marner), 1:42. 3, To¬ 
ronto, Bozak 5 (Polak, Marner), 12:55. 
Second Period—4, Pittsburgh, Sheahan 

3 (Dumoulin, Simon), 14:24.5, Pittsburgh, 
Malkin 9 (Kessel), 17:51 (pp). 6, Toronto, 
Bozak 6 (Gardiner, Marner), 18:13. 

Third Period—7, Pittsburgh, Crosby 13 
(Letang, Simon), 17:12. 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 16-6-3—25. 
Pittsburgh 14-14-8—36. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 0 
of 1; Pittsburgh 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Andersen 17-8-1 (36 
shots-33 saves). Pittsburgh, Jarry 5-1-2 
(16-13), DeSmith 0-1-0 (9-8). 

A-18,658 (18,387). T-2:26. 

Blue Jackets 1, Coyotes 0 

Arizona 0 0 0-0 

Columbus 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Columbus, Anderson 
11 (Dubois, Panarin), 0:30. 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 11-11-13—35. 
Columbus 10-15-9-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 0 
of 4; Columbus 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Arizona, Raanta 4-6-2 (34 
shots-33 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
16-7-1 (35-35). 

A-17,785 (18,500). T-2:27. 

Bruins 3, Islanders 1 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 1-1 

Boston 0 1 2-3 

Second Period—1, Boston, Marchand 
11 (Krug, Pastrnak), 10:51 (pp). 

Third Period—2, Boston, DeBrusk 6 
(Pastrnak, Krug), 6:45. 3, N.Y. Islanders, 
Lee 17 (Bailey, Barzal), 16:52. 4, Boston, 
Heinen 6 (Bergeron), 19:18. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y Islanders 4-14- 
13-31. Boston 11-12-10-33. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 4; Boston 1 of 2. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Halak 8-7-1 
(32 shots-30 saves). Boston, Rask 7-8-2 
(31-30). 


Rangers 5, Devils 2 

New Jersey 0 1 1-2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 2 2-5 

First Period-1, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 6 
(Carey, Nieves), 6:14. 

Second Period—2, N.Y. Rangers, Fast 
7 (Nash), 9:42. 3, New Jersey, Severson 
4 (Coleman, Noesen), 13:45. 4, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Zuccarello 6,16:03. 

Third Period—5, N.Y. Rangers, Zucca¬ 
rello 7 (McDonagh, Miller), 6:21. 6, New 
Jersey, Wood 7 (Butcher, Zacha), 6:34. 
7, N.Y. Rangers, K.Hayes 6 (Nash, Fast), 
11:59. 

Shots on Goal-New Jersey 7-9-12-28. 
N.Y. Rangers 13-12-14-39. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 3; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 3. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 5-3-1 (39 
shots-34 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
14-7-2 (28-26). 

A—18,006 (18,006). T-2:31. 

Blues 6, Red Wings 1 

St. Louis 1 3 2-6 

Detroit 0 0 1-1 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Schwartz 14 
(Steen, Schenn), 11:50. 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Sobotka 
6 (Tarasenko, Stastny), 4:07. 3, St. Louis, 
Upshall 5,6:17.4, St. Louis, Bouwmeester 
1 (Blais, Pietrangelo), 16:26. 

Third Period—5, Detroit, Nielsen 8 
(Ericsson, Glendening), 7:18. 6, St. Louis, 
Jaskin 4 (Edmundson, Pietrangelo), 9:00. 
7, St. Louis, Schenn 15 (Bouwmeester, 
Tarasenko), 19:17. 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 4-6-12-22. 
Detroit 11-9-9-29. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 3; Detroit Oof 3. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 16-6-2 (29 
shots-28 saves). Detroit, Mrazek 2-4-1 
(12-10), Howard 9-9-4 (10-6). 

A—19,515 (20,000). T-2:22. 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 

The Maple Leafs’ Tyler Bozak (42) celebrates his goal past Penguins 
goalie Tristan Jarry, right, with Mitchell Marner, center, in the first 
period on Saturday in Pittsburgh. 

Roundup 


Andersen, Leafs 
hold off Penguins 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Tyler Bozak 
scored two goals and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs got off to a fast start 
in a 4-3 victory over the Pitts¬ 
burgh Penguins on Saturday 
night. 

Conner Brown and James van 
Riemsdyk scored in the first 
1:42 of the game, and Bozak also 
scored in the first period. Mitch 
Marner had three assists for the 
Maple Leafs, who have won five 
of seven. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 33 
shots for his 50th win with the 
Maple Leafs. Andersen has won 
11 of his past 15 starts. 

Evgeni Malkin scored his ninth 
goal on the power play and Riley 
Sheahan got his third for Pitts¬ 
burgh. Sidney Crosby scored his 
13th with 2:48 to play, but the 
Penguins couldn’t tie it. Pitts¬ 
burgh had won five of six. 

Lightning 4, Jets 3 (OT): 
Brayden Point scored 36 seconds 
into overtime and Tampa Bay 
completed a perfect four-game 
homestand. 

Point eluded a Winnipeg de¬ 
fender and put back a backhander 
past Connor Hellebuyck for the 
win. 

Kings 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT): 

Tanner Pearson scored on his 
own rebound 4:40 into overtime 
and host Los Angeles edged Caro¬ 
lina for its eighth consecutive vic¬ 
tory, the longest winning streak 
in the NHL this season. 

The struggling Hurricanes 
scored twice in the third period 
to force overtime on goals from 
Elias Lindholm and Victor Rask. 
Scott Darling stopped 18 shots. 

Rangers 5, Devils 2: Mats 
Zuccarello scored twice, Henrik 
Lundqvist stopped 26 shots and 
host New York won for the 10th 
time in its last 11 at home. 

Jimmy Vesey, Jesper Fast and 
Kevin Hayes also scored for the 
Rangers, and Rick Nash had two 
assists. 

Golden Knights 5, Stars 3: 


David Perron, Reilly Smith and 
Brayden McNabb scored in a span 
of 3:37 during the second period, 
and visiting Vegas held off Dallas 
for its fourth straight victory. 

The Stars have lost three in a 
row following a five-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Bruins 3, Islanders 1: Brad 
Marchand and Jake DeBrusk 
scored, Tuukka Rask stopped 30 
shots and host Boston beat New 
York. 

Danton Heinen added an 
empty-net goal, and Torey Krug 
and David Pastrnak each had two 
assists for the Bruins, who won 
for the eighth time in 10 games. 

Blues 6, Red Wings 1: Jaden 
Schwartz knocked home his own 
rebound and St. Louis scored four 
times on only five shots in beating 
host Detroit. 

Vladimir Sobotka, Scottie Up¬ 
shall, Jay Bouwmeester, Brayden 
Schenn and Dmitrij Jaskin also 
had goals for the Blues in their 
third straight victory. Jake Allen 
made 28 saves. 

Avalanche 7, Panthers 3: Na¬ 
than MacKinnon and Alexander 
Kerfoot scored 41 seconds apart 
in the second period and Colora¬ 
do topped host Florida to snap a 
four-game skid. 

Blue Jackets 1, Coyotes 0: 
Josh Anderson scored 30 sec¬ 
onds into the game and Sergei 
Bobrovsky did the rest, earning 
his 23rd career shutout as host 
Columbus blanked Arizona. 

Oilers 6, Canadiens 2: Jujhar 
Khaira had his first career two- 
goal game to lead visiting Edmon¬ 
ton to its fourth win in six games. 

Sharks 5, Senators 0: Logan 
Couture had a goal and two as¬ 
sists to eclipse 400 career points, 
and Aaron Dell made 25 saves as 
host San Jose handed Ottawa its 
third shutout in four games. 

Flames 4, Canucks 2: Sam 
Bennett scored the go-ahead goal 
with 1:10 left and Calgary rallied 
to beat Vancouver. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Landslide decision 


Oklahoma QB Mayfield goes from 
walk-on to Heisman trophy winner 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Baker Mayfield took a 
unique road to the Heisman Trophy, a long 
and winding climb from walk-on to one of 
the most accomplished players to ever play 
college football. 

The brash, flag-planting Oklahoma 
quarterback became the sixth Sooner to 
the win Heisman on Saturday night in one 
of the most lopsided votes in the 83-year 
history of the award. 

Stanford running back Bryce Love was 
the runner-up, making it five second-place 
finishes for the Cardinal since 2009. Lou¬ 
isville quarterback Lamar Jackson, last 
year’s Heisman winner, was third, the best 
finish by a returning winner since Tim 
Tebow of Florida in 2008. 

Mayfield received 732 first-place votes 
and 2,398 points. Love had 75 first-place 
votes and 1,300 points and Jackson re¬ 
ceived 47 and 793. Mayfield received 86 
percent of the total points available, the 
third-highest percentage in Heisman his¬ 
tory behind Ohio State’s Troy Smith (91.63 
percent) in 2006 and Oregon’s Marcus 
Mariota (90.92) in 2014. 

Mayfield is the third player to win the 
Heisman heading to the College Football 
Playoff. The second-ranked Sooners meet 
No. 3 Georgia in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1. 
He is the first senior to win the award since 
Smith and the first Heisman winner to 
begin his career as a walk-on since athletic 
scholarships started in the 1950s. 

“It’s been a tough journey,” Mayfield said 
during his acceptance speech. He choked 
back tears, thanking his parents and first- 
year Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley. 

“Tried to play it cool,” Mayfield said later. 
“That’s not my thing though. I’m a guy that 
wears his emotions on his sleeve.” 

Mayfield finished fourth in the Heisman 
voting two years ago and third last year. 
“It’s motivating for me to be the best in the 
country,” he said. 

Mayfield entered this season as one of 
the Heisman favorites and jumped toward 
the front of the pack when he led the Soon¬ 
ers to an early victory at Ohio State that he 
celebrated by planting the OU flag in the 
Horseshoe turf. 

He later apologized for that, but that has 
been Mayfield’s career. Spectacular play 
fueled by grudges, slights and trying to 
prove doubters wrong. Moxie is the word 
that gets attached to Mayfield often, but 
at times poor judgment has gotten him in 
trouble on and off the field. 

Those were really the only marks on 
Mayfield’s Heisman resume because his 
play has been consistently stellar. He has 
thrown for 4,340 yards and 41 touchdowns 
this season for the Big 12 champion Soon¬ 
ers (12-1). For his career, Mayfield is eighth 
in FBS history in yards passing (14,320) 
and sixth in touchdown passes (129). 

Pretty good for a scrawny kid who grew 
up in Austin, Texas, rooting for Oklahoma, 
but did not receive a scholarship offer out 
of high school from either the hometown 
Longhorns or his beloved Sooners. 

At Lake Travis High School, Mayfield 
won a state championship at a school that 
regularly pumps out Division I quarter¬ 
backs. He received one offer from a Power 
Five program — Washington State. 

“There’s something to be said for having 


Photos by Craig Ruttle/AP 

Above: Oklahoma quarterback Baker 
Mayfield poses after winning the Heisman 
Trophy on Saturday in New York. Left: 
Heisman finalists Louisville quarterback 
Lamar Jackson, left, and Stanford running 
back Bryce Love take questions before 
the announcement of the final selection. 

Later in the year, it was Kansas — of 
all teams — that tried to get the volatile 
Mayfield off his game. Jayhawks captains 
refused to shake his hand during the pre¬ 
game coin flip. They trash-talked Mayfield 
and even took a late hit at him. He respond¬ 
ed by screaming profanities and making 
a lewd gesture that television cameras 
caught. That led to a public apology from 
Mayfield, his third this year. 

The first came after he was arrested in 
Fayetteville, Ark., in February for public 
intoxication, disorderly conduct and flee¬ 
ing. He pleaded guilty to three misdemean¬ 
ors and paid a $300 fine. The second came 
after that flag planting in Columbus, Ohio, 
after the Sooners beat the Buckeyes. 

Mayfield is an old-school Heisman win¬ 
ner. For decades, seniors dominated the 
Heisman, but over the last 10 years four 
juniors, four sophomores and two red- 
shirt freshmen have won. By comparison, 
Mayfield has been around forever. He has 
played 47 college games. Only USC’s Car- 
son Palmer with 50 had played more when 
he won his Heisman in 2002. 

There is at least one more game to play 
for Mayfield, and maybe two. He and the 
Sooners will go into the playoff as a slight 
underdog against Georgia, which seems 
only appropriate for a player who has built 
his career on exceeding expectations. 

Asked what has been his best moment, 
Mayfield predictably answered: “It hasn’t 
happened yet.” 


By the numbers 


732 


First-place votes for Sooners QB 
Baker Mayfield (2,398 points). 


Percent of the total points available 

Mayfield recieved, the third-highest 
percentage in Heisman history. 

47 

College games played by Mayfield. 

Only USC’s Carson Palmer with 50 
had played more when he won 
his Heisman Trophy in 2002. 


just good ol’ confidence in yourself,” May- 
field said. “Just true belief. My journey, 
like I said earlier is not over, but it’s about 
facing adversity. If there’s mistakes, being 
up front about it and then moving forward 
and being better in the future.” 

He walked-on at Texas Tech and started 
eight games as a freshman in 2013. With a 
glut of quarterbacks in Lubbock, Mayfield 
left and had only one school in mind. He 
walked-on again at Oklahoma. 

Mayfield thanked former Sooners coach 
Bob Stoops, who also was at the Best Buy 
Theater in midtown Manhattan, for wel¬ 
coming a “chubby, unathletic kid into the 
program with open arms.” That was also 
Riley’s first season as Oklahoma’s offen¬ 


sive coordinator. The two have been a per¬ 
fect match. 

“For any coach to have a chance for your 
guy to be standing here, to win the Heis¬ 
man Trophy, and just to do it kind of at the 
end of such a long journey we’ve had to¬ 
gether, it’s very special,” Riley said. 

Mayfield’s departure from Texas Tech 
was contentious. At first, he lost a year of 
eligibility, despite not being on scholarship. 
He eventually got that year back when the 
Big 12 tweaked its rules, but he never did 
let it go. For his last game against Texas 
Tech this season, he wore the “Traitor” 
T-shirt that some Red Raiders fans wore 
when he first returned to Lubbock with 
Oklahoma. 
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ARMY-NAVY GAME 


Again: Perry’s 250 yards 
not enough to lift Navy 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“All year long we’ve preached 
being warriors in the fourth quar¬ 
ter and winning the fourth quar¬ 
ter,” Army senior defensive end 
John Voit said. “We just did that 
tonight. Navy played great, but 
in that fourth quarter we knew 
we had to win it. We did, and we 
came out on top.” 

Navy appeared to be on its way 
to a comeback victory behind 
quarterback Malcolm Perry, who 
rushed for 250 yards and a TD on 
30 carries. Perry led a methodi¬ 
cal drive, but Navy took two-false 
start penalties deep in Army ter¬ 
ritory. The latter flag left the Mid¬ 
shipmen staring at third-and-11 
from the Army 31 with just 22 sec¬ 
onds left. Perry carried the ball to 
the middle of the field, setting up 
Moehring’s potential game win¬ 
ner with three seconds to go. 

He made a good effort. The 
kick had the distance, but drifted 
just to the left, falling gently to 
the turf as the snow had all af¬ 
ternoon. As the ball landed, the 
Army sideline and the cadets in 
the stands erupted. 

“It is Navy football. When we 
are down at the goal line and close 
to the end zone, we have to put the 
ball in the end zone,” Perry said. 
“We just didn’t. That hurt us in 
the end. We really wanted to get 
the ball in the end zone.” 

Moehring, a junior, kicked a 24- 
yard field goal that gave the Mid¬ 
shipmen a 13-7 lead after three 
quarters and a 28-yarder in the 
first quarter. 

“So close and our kids fought 
hard, so you give our kids credit,” 
said Navy coach Ken Niumatalo- 
lo. “They (Army) fought hard too 
and played well. We had another 
penalty on another drive and 
couldn’t sustain it in decent field 
position. In a close game it is the 
team that doesn’t make mistakes, 
and those penalties hurt us.” 

Bradshaw, who rushed for 94 
yards on 21 carries, was voted the 
game’s MVP. He also led Army 
to its first consecutive wins over 
Navy since the Clinton adminis¬ 
tration, running for the deciding 
score in both victories. 

“It feels amazing,” he said. “For 
one, to understand all the work 
that we’ve put in since I’ve been 
here, since we’ve been together. 
We’ve trusted the process, and 
we’ve grown as an organization.” 

Army and Navy, both propo¬ 
nents of the triple-option offense, 
came into the game ranked No. 1 
and No. 2 in the nation in rushing, 
respectively, and they stuck to the 
script. The Black Knights ran for 
221 yards and the Midshipmen 
294. 

Army attempted just one pass, 
a 20-yarder from Bradshaw to 
junior fullback Calen Holt. Navy 
went l-for-2 passing for 2 yards. 

Army put together a promising 
drive early in the fourth quarter, 
but a false-start penalty on the 
12th play of the possession gave 
the Black Knights a third-and- 
13 at the Navy 15-yard line. The 
Midshipmen strung out a reverse 
for a loss of two yards to force a 
35-yard field goal attempt that 


Wilson missed wide to the right 
with 14:55 remaining. 

The Black Knights’ defense 
stepped up on Navy’s next posses¬ 
sion. Voit and junior linebacker 
James Nachtigal stopped senior 
fullback Chris High on third-and- 
8 to force a punt and put the ball 



Top: West Point cadets celebrate 
after the Black Knights beat 
the Midshipmen 14-13. Above: 
Army’s John Trainor carries to 
the 1-yard line, giving the Black 
Knights the field position for 
them to punch in the winning 
touchdown. Right: Navy QB 
Malcolm Perry had 250 yards 
rushing on 30 carries, including 
a 68-yard touchdown run. 

back in Bradshaw’s hands with 
12:50 to go. 

Perry ran for a 69-yard touch¬ 
down in the second quarter that 
put Navy up 10-7. It was his fourth 
touchdown of 60 or more yards 
this season (3 rushing, 1 receiv¬ 
ing). He might have had a fifth, 
but Voit took a good pursuit angle 
to trip him up on a 46-yard run 
in the third quarter. Perry gave 
Navy a first down at the Army 
11, but the Black Knights’ de¬ 
fense stiffened and the Midship¬ 
men had to settle for Moehring’s 
second field goal and a 13-7 edge 
rather than a 10-point lead. 

Perry’s second 200-yard game 
of the season pushed him over 
the 1,000-yard mark. He became 
Navy’s second 1,000-plus-yard 
rusher this year, joining junior 
Zach Abey. There was some mys¬ 
tery as to whether Niumatalolo 
would start Abey or Perry, who 
spent most of the season as Abey’s 
backup. He opted for the faster 


Perry, who set the offensive tone 
by carrying the ball on the first 
six plays for the Midshipmen. It 
was revealed after the game that 
Niumatalolo had given the nod to 
Perry two weeks ago. It now looks 
like the job is his to lose. 

Navy forced the first punt of the 
game two minutes into the second 
quarter. It didn’t take the Mid¬ 
shipmen long to capitalize. On the 
third play of the possession, Perry 
took the snap, started to his left be¬ 
fore cutting back to the right side 


of the Army defensive line. In a 
flash, the speedy Perry was in the 
secondary and flying down the 
right sideline untouched. 

Army’s next game is a Dec. 
23 meeting with San Diego State 
(10-2) in the Armed Forces Bowl 
in Fort Worth, Texas. Navy, 
which has lost six of its past seven 
games, will face Virginia (6-6) in 
the Military Bowl at Navy-Ma¬ 
rine Corps Memorial Stadium in 
Annapolis on Dec. 28. 

moores.sean@stripes.com 


Academy 
closes 
case on 
Bradshaw 

By Mike Cranston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — The U.S. 
Military Academy says sexual 
assault allegations against Army 
quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw 
were proved to be unfounded and 
the case is closed. 

The academy released a state¬ 
ment Saturday, a day after the 
Daily Beast published a story in 
which former cadet Madeline 
Lewis said Bradshaw raped her 
in 2014. 

Bradshaw, a senior captain, 
played and scored the go-ahead 
touchdown later Saturday in Ar¬ 
my’s 14-13 victory over Navy. 

“USMA treated Cadet Brad¬ 
shaw as it would any other cadet 
under similar circumstances,” 
the statement said. “It fully inves¬ 
tigated every allegation against 
him and suspended him from 
NCAA football competition dur¬ 
ing the eventually-unfounded 
criminal investigation.” 

Lewis said she met Bradshaw, 
a friend of her roommate, three 
weeks into the 2014 school. She 
told the Daily Beast she returned 
to her room after a shower one 
night, when Bradshaw assaulted 
her. 

Bradshaw did not play during 
the 2014 season. The academy 
said Bradshaw was later disci¬ 
plined for a separate academic in¬ 
cident in which he didn’t properly 
cite material in a paper. 

“USMA stands behind Cadet 
Bradshaw, as it stands behind 
our young men and women who 
choose to become part of it at 
great personal expense in order 
to emerge on the other end as 
leaders of character,” the acad¬ 
emy statement said. “These are 
leaders who are not immune from 
mistakes or their consequences 
but who are uniquely equipped to 
learn and grow from them.” 

Army athletics spokesman 
Matt Faulkner said at the begin¬ 
ning of Army’s postgame press 
conference Saturday that play¬ 
ers and coaches would answer no 
questions about the incident. 

Coach Jeff Monken was asked 
how the story affected Bradshaw 
ahead of Saturday’s game. 

“Nothing affects that guy,” he 
said. “He’s a poised leader and 
he does not flinch. He does not 
flinch. You find people who are 
very successful, you find a com¬ 
petitor that is a winner, he finds a 
way to get things done. Take any 
great player you want to think of, 
Michael Jordan or Larry Bird or 
whoever, that’s what this guy is. 
He’s going to find a way. Throw 
anything at him, he’s going to find 
a way.” 
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Heisman landslide 

OU QB Mayfield wins lopsided 
Trophy voting » Page 30 



Tim Tai, Philadelphia Daily News/TNS 

Army quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw runs the ball Saturday during the annual Army-Navy Game at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. Army won 14-13; Bradshaw was MVR 


Knights’ day again 


Last-second Navy FG falls short as Army earns first streak since 1992-96 


By Sean Moores 

Stars and Stripes 

PHILADELPHIA — After 14 years of 
futility, West Point has a streak of its own. 

Army quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw 
scored on a keeper with 5:10 remaining, 
and Navy kicker Bennett Moehring missed 
a 48-yard field goal attempt on the final 
play Saturday as Army held on for a 14- 
13 victory in the 118th Army-Navy Game 
before a crowd of 68,625 at snowy Lincoln 
Financial Field. 


Inside: 

■ USMA says Bradshaw 
sexual assault allegation 
unfounded, Page 31 

Army (9-3), which snapped a 14-game 
losing streak to Navy (6-6) with a 21-17 
victory last year, won back-to-back meet¬ 
ings for the first time since winning five in 
a row between 1992 and 1996. 


The Black Knights also won the Com¬ 
mander in Chief’s Trophy, presented to the 
winner of the annual football competition 
between Army, Navy and Air Force, for the 
first time since 1996. 

The past four Army-Navy Games have 
been decided by a touchdown or less, and 
by a total of 16 points. 

Bradshaw, a senior, scored on a sneak 
from the half-yard line to tie the game, and 
senior Blake Wilson’s point-after kick put 
the Black Knights up 14-13. 

Army’s’ go-ahead drive was a 13-play, 


65-yarder that took 7:40 off the clock. It 
nearly ended one play sooner. Senior run¬ 
ning back John Trainor took a pitch from 
Bradshaw and headed down the left side of 
the field. He spun away from one tackier 
and tiptoed down the sideline for an 8-yard 
gain before being pushed out of bounds by 
Navy senior cornerback Elijah Merchant. 
Trainor was ruled out just short of the goal 
line, but it was close enough to warrant a 
replay review. The call stood, but Brad¬ 
shaw finished the drive on the next play. 
SEE AGAIN ON PAGE 31 


Toronto shuts out Sounders to win MLS Cup» p ag e26 














